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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, November 26, 1973

The committee on Ways and Means, to whom was referred the Bill
providing certain aid to aged, blind and disabled persons and further
regulating the medical assistance program (Senate, No. 1955,
amended), report that the same ought to pass, with an amendment
substituting therefor the accompanying bill (House, No. 7852).

[Cost Fiscal 1974 $ 9,000,000
1975 $43,250,000.]

For the committee,

JOSEPH D. EARLY.

HOUSE No. 7852
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Three

An Act to provide aid to the aged, blind and disabled and
TO AMEND THE MEDICAL ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

1 “Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to
2 defeat its purpose, which is to prepare the commonwealth for the
3 Supplemental Security Income Program of the United States
4 Government in order to obtain for the commonwealth the bene-
-5 fits of that program, and to increased benefits for the aged, blind
6 and disabled as provided under Title XVI of the Social Security
7 Act, as amended, to the Intermediate Budget level of the Bureau
8 of Labor Statistics, therefore, it is hereby declared to be an emer-
-9 gency law, necessary for the immediate preservation of the public

10 convenience.”.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 129 of Chapter 6of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by Section 8 of Chapter 426 of the
3 acts of 1973, is hereby further amended by striking out, in lines
4 8-1 1, the words “and in the administration of Titles ten, eighteen
5 and nineteen of the Social Security Act and amendments thereto
6 relative to public assistance basic maintenance for the blind and
7 public assistance medical care for the blind respectively,”.

Commontoealtf) of sbs:sari)u«ctt£(

1 SECTION 2. Section 130 of said Chapter 6, as most recently
2 amended by Chapter 775 of the Acts of 1971, is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the second sentence of the second para-
-4 graph and inserting in place thereof the following sentence; The
5 Commissioner may ameliorate the condition of the blind by de-
-6 vising means to facilitate the circulation of books, by promoting
7 visits among the aged or helpless blind in their homes, by aiding
8 individual blind persons in accordance with sections one hundred
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9 and thirty-one to one hundred and thirty-one E, inclusive, or by
other means as he may deem expedient..10

11 —and by striking out the third paragraph
12 —and by striking out in the fourth paragraph the word “five” and

inserting in place thereof the word “nine”13

SECTION 3. Said chapter 6 is hereby further amended by
striking out section 131, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 535
of the acts of 1966, and inserting in place thereof the following
sections;

1
i

3
4
5 Section 131. The commission shall administer a program ot

financial assistance for blind persons who reside within the
commonwealth. Such assistance, which shall be called state sup-
plementary payments, shall be based on need and granted in
supplementation of benefits granted by the United States govern-
ment to blind individuals, under the provisions of title XVI of
the federal Social Security Act and amendments thereto. Such
assistance shall be granted to persons who, on account of blind-
ness, qualify for supplemental security income granted pursuant
to said title XVI and may, based on need, be granted to individ-
uals who would, but for their income, be eligible for such supple-
mental security income.

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16

“No assistance under this section shall be granted to an appli-
cant who, at any time within two years immediately prior to the
filing of an application for such assistance, has made an assign-
ment or transfer or who has mortgaged or otherwise encumbered
property so as to render himself eligible for such assistance.”.

17
18
19
20
21

The commissioner shall establish, subject to the approval ot
the secretary of human services, standard levels for state supple-
mentary payments for the blind. Such payments may vary by
marital status and by living arrangements to the extent allowed
by said title XVI and the regulations promulgated thereunder.

99

23
24
25
26

Section 131A. State supplementary payments for the blind
shall be maintained at levels which increase annually at the same
rate as state supplementary payments for the aged and disabled
under section two of chapter one hundred and eighteen A.

27
28
29
30

Section 1318. The commissioner shall enter into an agree-
ment with the Secretary of the United States Department ot

31
32
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33 Health, Education and Welfare, under which said Secretary shall
34 on behalf of the commonwealth, administer the program of state
35 supplementary payments for the blind authorized by section one
3b hundred and thirty-one. Such agreement shall be in the form of
37 and satisfy the requirements for the agreement which, under sec-
38 tion three of chapter one hundred and eighteen A, the commis-
39 sioner of public welfare shall execute for the administration of
40 state supplementary payments for the aged and disabled
41 Section I SIC An application to the Social Security Admin-
42 istration of the United States Department of Health. Education
43 and Welfare for supplemental security income benefits on ac-
44 count of blindness pursuant to title XVI of the federal Social
45 Security Act shall be deemed an application for state supplemen-
4b tary payment provided for the blind. Eligibility for assistance
47 under section one hundred and thirty-one of an individual or
48 couple meeting federal qualifications for more than one category
49 of assistance shall be determined in accordance with federal law
50 Section I SID There shall be advanced from the state trea-
51 sury to the Secretarv of the United States Department of Health,
52 Education and Welfare prior to the first day of each month an
53 amount equal to said Secretary’s estimate of state supplementary
54 payments for the blind for such month. The commissioner shall
55 conduct, once in each fiscal year, an audit of such payments
56 made by said Secretary of behalf of the commonwealth
57 Section ISI E. The commission shall administer a program of
58 medical assistance for blind persons who reside in the common
59 wealth which shall be in all respects be consistent with title XIX
60 of the federal Social Security Act and amendments thereto, and
61 with chapter one hundred and eighteen E and the state medical
62 care plan and regulations established thereunder. The benefits of
63 the program shall be available to all persons eligible for supple
64 mental security income payments on account of blindness under
65 the provisions of title XVI of the federal Social Security Act or

for assistance under section one hundred and thirty-one. Such66

67 benefits shall be available to all others who would be eligible for
Financial assistance under either of the foregoing provisions but68
for income or resources, provided they meet the requirements of69

70 financial eligibility established pursuant to said chapter one hun
dred and eighteen I
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72 Section 131F. All persons or institutions which knowingly
73 make a false representation to the commissioner or his agents, for
74 the purpose of causing any persons, including the person making
75 such representations, to be supported in whole or in part by the
76 commonwealth, or for the purpose of procuring a payment under
77 this chapter, or by fraudulent means obtains any such payment,
78 shall be punished by a fine of not less than two hundred nor
79 more than five hundred dollars or by imprisonment for not more
80 than one year.

81 Section 131G. All vouchers submitted by a vendor under the
82 medical assistance program authorized by section one hundred
83 and thirty-one E shall be signed under the penalties of perjury;
84 provided, however, that an institution, as defined in clause (d) of
85 section two of chapter one hundred and eighteen E, may, in lieu
86 of this requirement, agree in writing with the commissioner that
87 its books and records will be available for inspection at all reason-
88 able times by the commissioner with respect to services rendered
89 under said assistance program.
90 Section 131H. Any vendor procuring a payment under the
91 medical assistance program authorized by section one hundred
92 and thirty-one E who violates any of the provisions of section
93 one hundred and thirty-one F shall be ineligible to participate
94 further in the program for a period of three years next subse-
95 quent to the date of said violation. However, a vendor shall not
96 be considered in violation of section one hundred and thirty-one
97 F upon submission of proof, to the satisfaction of the commis-
98 sioner, that such violation was due solely to a clerical or adminis-
99 trative error
100 Section 1311. Any recipient or vendor who receives any
101 payment under this chapter to which he is not entitled, shall
102 return such payment to the commonwealth by paying the same
103 to the state treasurer as soon as demand is made upon him.
104 Section 131J. The commission shall promulgate such Riles
105 and regulations as are necessary or desirable for the administra-
106 tion of sections one hundred and twenty-nine to one hundred
107 and forty-nine, inclusive.

SECTION 4. Section 135 of said chapter 6, as so appearing,
is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence thereof.

1
2
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1 SECTION 5. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 striking out section 137, as so appearing, and inserting in place
3 thereof the following section:
4 Section 137. Upon receipt of an application for medical as-
-5 sistance from a blind individual who does not qualify for cash
6 assistance under tiie provisions of section one hundred and
7 thirty-one, the commission shall determine whether said individ-
-8 ual meets the definition of —“blind” in title XVI of the federal
9 Social Security Act and the regulations established thereunder.

1 SECTION 6. Section one hundred and fifty of chapter six of
2 the General Laws is hereby repealed.

1 SECTION 7. Said chapter 6is hereby further amended by
2 inserting, after section 166, the following section;
3 Section 166A. There shall be within the executive office of
4 human services a commission on supplemental security income,
5 consisting of the commissioner of public welfare or his designee,
6 who shall serve as chairman, the commissioner of the blind or his
7 designee, the secretary of human services or his designee, the
8 secretary of elder affairs or Iris designee, the secretary of adminis-
-9 tration or his designee, three state representatives to be ap-

-10 pointed by the speaker of the house, two state senators to be
1 1 appointed by the president of the senate, and six recipients of
12 payments under chapter one hundred and eighteen A or section
13 one hundred and thirty-one of chapter six, to be appointed by
14 the governor. The commission shall review, monitor and evaluate
15 generally the effects of the supplemental security income pro-
-16 gram, and specifically the effects of section two of chapter one
17 hundred and eighteen A and of section one - hundred and thirty-
-18 one A of chapter six.

1 SECTION 8. Section 36 of chapter 6A of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 2 of chapter 785 of the acts
3 of 1972, is hereby further amended by inserting, after the words

in line 9, the following words: theithin said depart
imission on supplemental security income
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SECTION BA. Section 6of chapter 18 of the Genera! Laws,
as amended by section 7 of chapter 885 of the acts of 1969, is
hereby further amended by striking out, in lines 3-6, the words
“two of whom shall be recipients of assistance under chapter one
hundred and eighteen A, two of whom shall be recipients under
chapter one hundred and eighteen, two of whom shall be recipi-
ents under chapter one hundred and eighteen D.” and inserting in
place thereof the following words: two of whom shall be recip-
ients of assistance on account of age under chapter one hundred
and eighteen A, two of whom shall be recipients of assistance on
account of disability under said chapter one hundred and eigh-
teen A, two of whom shall be recipients under chapter one hun-
dred and eighteen.

1

3

4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13

SECTION 88. Section 7 of said chapter 18, as amended by
section 8 of said chapter 885, is hereby further amended by
striking out, in lines 7-11, the words “two of whom shall be
recipients of assistance under chapter 1 ISA, two of whom shall
be recipients of assistance under chapter 1 18, two of whom shall
be recipients of assistance under chapter 1 18D,” and inserting in
place thereof the following words; - two of whom shall be recip-
ients of assistance on account of age under chapter 118A, two of
whom shall be recipients of assistance on account of disability
under said chapter 1 18A, two of whom shall be recipients ot
assistance under chapter 118,.

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11

SECTION BC. Section 14 of said chapter 18. as appearing in
section 1 of chapter 658 of the acts of 1967, is hereby amended
by striking out, in line 8, the words “or old age assistance”, by
striking out. in lines 8-9, the words “or chapter one hundred and
eighteen A,” and by striking out, in lines 12-13, the words
“and section six A of said chapter one hundred and eighteen A.”

1

3
4
5
6

SECTION 8C 1. Section 15 of said chapter 18, as so appear-
ing, is hereby amended by striking out in the first and second
sentences thereof the words “one hundred and eighteen A or one
hundred and eighteen D.”

3
4
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SECTION BD. Section 22 of said chapter 18, as appearing in
section 12 of chapter 885 of the acts of 1969, is hereby amended
by striking out, in lines 8-11, the words “(b) In the case of a
recipient of assistance under chapter one hundred and eighteen
D, such visits shall be made at least once in every six months,
(c)” and inserting in place thereof the following word; (b).

l

3
4

6

SECTION BE, Section 14A of chapter 19 of the General
Laws, as appearing in section 2 of chapter 888 of the acts of
1970, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 17-18, the
words “one of chapter one hundred and eighteen D” and insert-
ing in place thereof the following words; two of chapter one
hundred and eighteen E

1
■>

3
4
5
6

SECTION 8F Clause (20) of section sof chapter 40 of the
General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter 79 of the
acts of 1966, is hereby further amended by striking out, in line 4,
the words “in section thirteen of chapter one hundred and eigh-
teen A” and inserting in place thereof the following words: -

under section two of chapter one hundred and eighteen E.

1
2
3
4
5
6

SECTION BG. The fifteenth paragraph of section 71 of
chapter 111 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by
chapter 686 of the acts of 1968, is hereby further amended by
striking out, in line 14. the words “in section thirteen of chapter
one hundred and eighteen A,” and inserting in place thereof the
following words. - under section two of chapter one hundred
and eighteen E,.

1
2
3
4
5

6
7

1 SECTION BH. Section 3 of chapter 117 of the General
2 Laws, as appearing in chapter 908 of the acts of 1971. is hereby
3 amended by striking out, in line 22, the words “or one hundred
4 and eighteen D,”.

1 SECTION 81. Section 10 of said Chapter 117, as so appear-
-2 ing is hereby amended by striking out, in line 3, the words “old
3 age assistance” and inserting in place thereof the following
4 words: assistance on account of age.



1973] HOUSE - No. 7852 9

1 SECTION BJ. The fourth paragraph of section 3of chapter
2 118 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by section
3 20 of chapter 885 of the acts of 1969, is hereby further amended
4 by striking out, in line 5, the words “or one hundred and eigh-
-5 teen D.”

1 SECTION BK. Section 11 of said chapter 118, as most re-
-2 cently amended by section 22 of said chapter 885, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out, in lines 2-3, the words “thirteen
4 of chapter one hundred and eighteen A,” and inserting in place
5 thereof the following words: two of chapter one hundred and
6 eighteen E,.

1 SECTION 9. The General Laws are hereby amended by strik-
-2 ing out chapters 118 A and 118D, and inserting in place thereof
3 the following chapter;

4
5

6 Section 1. The department of public welfare, in this chapter
7 called the department, shall administer a program of financial
8 assistance for aged and disabled persons who reside within the
9 commonwealth. Such assistance, which shall be called state sup-

10 plementary payments, shall be based on need and granted in
11 supplementation of benefits granted by the United States govern-
-12 ment to aged and disabled individuals, under the provisions of
13 title XVI of the federal Social Security Act and amendments
14 thereto, in this chapter called title XVI. Such assistance shall be
15 granted to persons who, on account of age or disability, qualify
16 for supplemental security income granted pursuant to title XVI
17 and may, based on need, be granted to individuals who would,
18 but for their income, be eligible for such supplemental security
19 income.
20 The department shall establish, subject to the approval of the
21 secretary of human services, standard levels for state supplemen-
-22 tary payments for the aged and disabled. Such payments may

CHAPTER 118 A
ASSISTANCE TO THE AGED AND DISABLED
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23 vary by category, by marital status, and by living arrangements to
the extent allowed by title XVI and the regulations promulgated
thereunder.

24
25

26 No assistance under this section shall be granted to an appli-
cant who, at any time within two years immediately prior to the
filing of an application for such assistance, has made an assign-
ment or transfer or who has mortgaged or otherwise encumbered
property so as to render himself eligible for such assistance.

27
28
29
30

“Section 2. Effective July first of every year, the level of any
state supplementary payment authorized by section one plus the
level of federal supplemental security income in effect at such
time shall be increased by a percentage amount equal to the
percentage rise in the United States Consumer Price Index for
January first of that year over the level of said Index for January
first of the previous year plus such additional percentage amount
as is recommended annually by the department and appropriated
by the general court. In determining said additional percentage
amount, consideration shall be given to the goal of reaching,
within a reasonable time, a total income level equal to or consis-
tent with the current budget at the intermediate level of living
for a retired couple established by the United States Department
of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics, for the metropolitan
Boston area.”;

31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

If, on January first of any year, the level of any state supple-
mentary payment taking into account the federal supplemental
security income benefits, is equal to or exceeds the annual bud-
get at the intermediate level of living for a retired couple as most
recently established by the United States Department of Labor.
Bureau of Labor Statistics, for the metropolitan Boston area, or,
taking into account variances in category, marital status and liv-
ing arrangements as established by the department, is not incon-
sistent with said annual budget, the increase granted on July first
next following shall be limited to said percentage rise in said
Index.

46
47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56

Section 3. The commissioner of public welfare, in this chap-
ter called the commissioner, shall enter into an agreement with
the Secretary of the United States Department of Health, Educa-
tion and Welfare, under which said Secretary shall, on behalf of

57
58
59
60
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61 the commonwealth, administer the program of state supplemen-
-62 tary payments authorized by section one. Such agreement shall
63 contain all requirements for and limitations and qualifications on
64 state supplementary payments which title XVI or regulations
65 adopted thereunder make necessary in order to qualify the
66 commonwealth for administration by said Secretary of state sup-
-67 plementary payments. Such agreement may include, but need
68 not be limited to: provision for varying categories of assistance
69 for state supplementation; a maximum of five living arrange-
-70 ments in any one category which may receive differing state
71 supplementary payments; procedures for making payments to
72 said Secretary and limitations on such payments; limits on state
73 supplementary payments for inmates of public institutions or
74 patients in health care facilities; ineligibility for state supplemen-
-75 tary payments of certain individuals who are ineligible for supple-
-76 mental security income; provision for recoupment of overpay-
-77 ments, or payments unlawfully procured, of state supplementary
78 payments and adjustments against future state payments on ac-
-79 count of such recoupment, and any other fiscal and quality con-
-80 trol provisions deemed advisable by the commissioner; and provi-
-81 sion for a hearing before said Secretary or his designee for any
82 person aggrieved by a determination made pursuant to the agree-
-83 ment concerning any state supplementary payment.
84 Section 4. An application to the Social Security Administra-
-85 tion of the United States Department of Health, Education and
86 Welfare for supplemental security income benefits pursuant to
87 title XVI of the federal Social Security Act shall be deemed an
88 application for state supplementary payment for the category of
89 assistance for which said application is filed. Eligibility for any
90 one category of assistance of an individual or couple shall be
91 determined in accordance with federal law.
92 Section 5. There shall be advanced from the state treasury to
93 the Secretary of the United States Department of Health, Educa-
-94 tion and Welfare, prior to the first day of each month, an amount
95 equal to said Secretary’s estimate of state supplementary pay-
-96 ments authorized under this chapter for such month. The depart-
-97 ment shall conduct, once in each fiscal year, an audit of such
98 payments made by said Secretary on behalf of the common-
-99 wealth.
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Section 6. No disclosure or use of information concerning
applicants or recipients of assistance under this chapter shall be
made by the department except for purposes directly connected
to the administration of this chapter.

100
101
102
103

Section 7. The department shall provide to aged and disabled
residents of the commonwealth under this chapter a program of
social services as enumerated under section two of chapter eigh-
teen. In addition to the other benefits authorized by this chapter,
the department may provide to such recipients grants of assis-
tance in cases of fire, flood, or other disaster. The department
may pay a sum not exceeding three hundred dollars for the burial
of a recipient providing the cost of burial does not exceed nine
hundred dollars and there are insufficient resources to pay for
the cost of such burial. Any resources of a recipient shall be de-
ducted from the maximum cost of the burial allowable hereunder
and the difference, subject to the limitation set forth in this
paragraph, may be paid by the department.

104
105
106
107
108
! 09
no
j 11
112
113

\ 14
115
1 16

Section S. The department shall promulgate such rules and
regulations as are necessary or desirable for the administration of
this chapter.

117
1 18
119

SECTION 10. Section 1 of chapter 118 E of the General
Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 800 of the acts of
1969, is hereby amended by striking out the second paragraph

and inserting in place thereof the following paragraph:

0

3
4

The benefits of the program shall be available to all persons
eligible for financial assistance under the provisions of chapter
one hundred and eighteen and to all persons who are eligible for
supplemental security income payments on account of age or
disability under the provisions of title XVI of the federal Social
Security Act or for assistance under the provisions of chapter one
hundred and eighteen A. The benefits of the program shall also
be available to all others who would be eligible for financial
assistance under any of the foregoing provisions but for income
or resources, provided they meet the requirements of financial
eligibility under the program hereinafter set forth, and to ail
persons under twenty-one years of age whose income and re-
sources are insufficient to meet the costs ot their medical care as

5

6
7

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
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18 determined by the financial eligibility requirements of said pro-
gram.19

SECTION 11. Section sof said chapter 118E, as so appear-
ing, is hereby amended by striking out the last sentence and
inserting in place thereof the following sentence; Upon receipt
of an application for medical assistance from a disabled individ-
ual who does not qualify for cash assistance under the provisions
of chapter one hundred and eighteen A, the department shall
determine whether said individual meets the definition of “dis-
abled” in title XVI of the federal Social Security Act and the
regulations established thereunder.

1

3
4
5

6
7
8
9

SECTION 12. Section 9of said chapter 118E, as so appear-
ing, is hereby amended by adding the following paragraph:1

The department may enter into an agreement with the Secre-
tary of the United States Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, or with any federal or private agency, whereby said
Secretary or agency shall determine on behalf of the department
the eligibility for assistance under this chapter of all or certain
applicants for such assistance.

3
4
5
6
7
8

SECTION 13. Said chapter 118 E is hereby further amended
by striking out section 14, as appearing in section 1 of chapter
800 of the acts of 1969 and inserting in place thereof the follow-
ing section;

1

3
4

Section 14. When the department determines that an appli-
cant is eligible for medical assistance, it shall pay for eligible care
and service furnished on or after the date of application. The
date of application for medical assistance of an individual who
has applied for financial assistance under the provisions of chap-
ter one hundred and eighteen A or section one hundred and
thirty-one of chapter six, shall be deemed to be the date of
application for such financial assistance, whether or not such
financial assistance is granted. If consistent with title XIX of the
federal Social Security Act and the regulations established there-
under, the department shall pay for eligible care and services
furnished to an eligible applicant during the three months imme-

5

6

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
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17 diately prior to the month in which he filed his application:
18 provided, however, that, at the time such care or services are
19 furnished to him, such applicant upon application would have
20 been eligible for medical assistance pursuant to this chapter.

1 SECTION 14. Section 25 of chapter IIBE, as so appearing,
2 is hereby amended by inserting in the first and last sentence after
3 the word “more” the words: “federal agencies or”.

1 SECTION 15. The first paragraph of section 16 of chapter
2 195 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by section
3 12A of chapter 888 of the acts of 1970, is hereby further
4 amended by striking out, in lines 9-10, the words “one hundred
5 and eighteen A or one hundred and eighteen D,” and inserting in
6 place thereof the following words: or one hundred and eigh-
-7 teen A,.

1 SECTION 16. Persons receiving financial assistance under
2 section one hundred and thirty of chapter six of the General
3 Laws or under either chapter one hundred and eighteen A or one
4 hundred and eighteen D of the General Laws on December
5 thirty-first, nineteen hundred and seventy-three, shall, if eligible,
6 receive benefits under section one hundred and thirty-one of
7 chapter six of the General Laws, inserted by section three of this
8 act, or chapter one hundred and eighteen A, inserted by section
9 nine of this act, without filing an application for supplemental

10 security income with the Social Security Administration of the
11 Department of Health, Education and Welfare.

1 SECTION 17. The commissioner of public welfare and the
2 commissioner of the blind shall, either as part of the agreements
3 authorized by section one hundred and thirty-one B of chapter
4 six and section three of chapter one hundred and eighteen A of
5 the General Laws, as inserted by sections three and nine of this
6 act, or by separate agreements, agree with the Secretary of the
7 United States Department of Health, Education and Welfare to
8 provide state supplementary payments to certain persons eligible
9 to receive supplementary security income under title XVI of the
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10 federal Social Security Act, to the extent required by Federal
1 1 Law to qualify the Commonwealth to receive federal reimburse-
-12 ment for medical assistance pursuant to title XIX of said Social
13 Security Act.

1 SECTION 18. The Commissioner of public welfare and the
2 commissioner of the blind may enter into agreements with the
3 Secretary of the United States Department of Health, Education
4 and Welfare to administer on behalf of said Secretary, a portion
5 of the supplemental security income program or of the programs
6 authorized by section one hundred and thirty-one of chapter six
7 of the General Laws and chapter one hundred and eighteen A of
8 the General Laws, inserted by sections three and nine of this act.
9 No such agreement shall remain in effect after June thirtieth,

10 nineteen hundred and seventy-five.

1 SECTION 19. On or before January first, nineteen hundred
2 and seventy-six, the commission on supplemental security in-
-3 come, established pursuant to section one hundred and sixty-six
4 A of chapter six of the General Laws, inserted by section seven
5 of this act, shall submit a detailed report on its findings, includ-
-6 ing recommendations for legislative action, to the governor, the
7 speaker of the house, and the president of the senate.

1 SECTION 19A. The state supplementary payments effective
2 on January first, Nineteen Hundred and Seventy-Four for per-
-3 sons receiving assistance under Section 131 of chapter 6 of the
4 general laws inserted by section three of this act shall be at levels
5 sufficient so that when combined with federal supplemental se-
-6 curity income they shall amount to at least a level of 5242.50
7 a month for an individual and $485 00 a month for a couple.
8 Said levels for persons receiving assistance under section 1 of
9 chapter 1 ISA of the general laws, inserted by section nine of this

10 act, shall be for persons receiving assistance on account of age at
11 least $223.50 for an individual living alone or with dependents in

12 his own household unit and shall be at least 3340.30 for a couple
33 in a similar living arrangement; for persons receiving assistance on
14 account of disability levels of assistance shall be at least $234.90
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15 for an individual living alone or with dependents in his own
16 household unit and shall be at least $327.40 for a couple in a
17 similar living arrangement. The levels of state supplemental assis-
-18 tance may vary by living arrangement to the extent allowed by
19 Title XVI of the Federal Social Security Act and amendments
20 thereto.

1 SECTION 198. Effective March first of Nineteen Hundred
2 and Seventy-four, the level of the state supplementary payment
3 authorized by section one of chapter one hundred and eighteen
4 A of the general laws, inserted by section nine of this act, plus
5 the level of federal supplemental security income in effect at
6 such time shall be increased by a percentage amount equal to ten
7 percent. The level of the state supplementary payment author-
-8 ized by section one hundred and thirty-one of chapter six of the
9 general laws, inserted by section one of this act, plus the level of

10 the federal supplemental security income shall be increased by
11 the same rate.

1 SECTION 19C. No officer or employee of the Commission
2 for the Blind or the Department of Public Welfare who, imme-
-3 diately prior to the effective date of this act, either holds a
4 permanent appointment in a position classified under chapter
5 thirty-one of the General Laws or has tenure in his position by
6 reason of section nine A of chapter thirty of the general laws,
7 shall have his employment terminated, his position reduced in
8 grade or his civil service status, seniority, retirement or other
9 rights impaired as a result of the implementation of section one

10 hundred and thirty-one B of chapter six of the general laws,
11 inserted by section two of this act, or of section three of chapter
12 one hundred and eighteen A of the general laws, inserted by
13 section nine of this act.
14 Nothing in this section shall be construed to confer upon any
15 officer or employee any rights not held immediately prior to said
16 effective date or to prohibit any reduction of salary or grade,
17 transfer, reassignment, suspension, discharge, layoff, or abolition
18 of position not prohibited prior thereto.
19 All questions regarding the identification of such officers and
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20 employees shall be determined by the secretary of administra-
-21 tion.

1 SECTION 20. The provisions of this act are severable and, if
2 any ot its provisions shall be held unconstitutional by any court
3 ot competent jurisdiction, the decision of such court shall not
4 affect or impair any of the remaining provisions. If any of the
5 provisions of this act shall be in violation of the provisions of the
6 federal Social Security Act as in effect on the effective date of
7 this section, such provision shall be null and void and the depart-
-8 merit of public welfare or the commission for the blind, as appli-
-9 cable, shall, in that event, take such action as is necessary to

10 continue participation by the commonwealth in the program au-
-11 thorized by title XV! of said Social Security Act. If any of the
12 provisions of this act shall be in violation of any amendment to
13 said Social Security Act which shall take effect subsequent to the
14 effective date of this section, the commission on supplemental
15 income shall recommend to the general court legislation which is
16 necessary or desirable to conform the laws of the commonwealth
17 to such amendments.

1 SECTION 21. This act shall take effect on January first,
2 nineteen hundred and seventy-four, except that sections sixteen
3 and seventeen of this act and sections one hundred and thirty-
-4 one B and D of chapter six, inserted by section three of this act,
5 and sections three and five of chapter one hundred and eighteen
6 A, inserted by section nine of this act, shall take effect upon
7 passage and section two of said chapter one hundred and eigh-
-8 teen A shall take effect on July first, nineteen hundred and
9 seventy-four.








