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The Office of Digital Learning provides policies, guidance, professional development and support in the 
following areas: district technology and infrastructure capacity; classroom level instructional tools; assistive 
technology resources; virtual schools and online courses; and emerging digital learning trends. The Office 
collaborates with the Digital Learning Advisor y Council, which provides advice and guidance to the Board and 
to the Commissioner of Elementary and Secondary Education.  

 

 

Learn How to Develop and Teach an Online High School Course 
In partnership with the 

Northeast Comprehensive 

Center (NCC), the Office of 

Digital Learning is pleased 

to offer a free online 

course for high school 

teachers who are interested in transforming a face-to-face 

course into a blended or fully online course. Guided by expert 

facilitators from NCC, the course will run from January through 

October 2016 with breaks in June and August. Participants can 

expect approximately two to three hours of coursework per 

week. To learn more, sign up for an informational webinar to be 

held at 1 and 3 PM on Thursday, December 10, 2015.

Digital Connections Partnership Schools Grant
The Digital Connections 

Partnership Schools Grant is 

a competitive, matching 

state grant program to 

bridge the digital divide that 

exists in some schools across the Commonwealth and strengthen 

twenty-first century teaching and learning. The state match 

provides funding for infrastructure (Wi-Fi and broadband); the 

local match funds any combination of infrastructure, devices, 

professional development, and assistive technology. 

Of the $38 million in state bond appropriated by the legislature 

in August 2014, $5 million has been authorized for use in the first 

phase of the program by the Governor's Office. 

Round 1 
In the fall of 2014, ESE and the 

Massachusetts Office of Information 

Technology (MassIT) received proposals 

from 247 schools across 98 school districts. 

This represents approximately 25 percent 

of the Commonwealth’s school districts and 13 percent of its 

schools. 

Of those, 47 schools in 14 districts were named Finalists and 

received funding in the first round. As of this writing, all of the 

infrastructure projects funded under the program have been 

completed. Districts have until June 30, 2016 to document the 

local match to MassIT. Together these projects will positively 

impact 24,981 students and 1,865 educators in 47 schools. 

Continuation of Round 1 Funding 
In the fall of 2015, ESE and MassIT informed the Semifinalists (an 

additional 45 schools across 20 districts) of the continuation of 

funding, as the previous year's projects came in under budget. A 

webinar for the Semifinalists was held on November 6, 2016. 

Future Funding 
We have received many inquiries regarding the release of 

additional funding. At present, only the $5 million authorized for 

the program for round 1 has been released. Districts will, of 

course, be notified if more funds become available. 

Convening of Finalists 
ESE is inviting school teams from the 14 Finalist districts to the 

LearnLaunch Across Boundaries conference on January 21 and 

22, 2016. Details will be emailed directly to superintendents, 

education technology directors, and principals.

 

  

http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/
http://www.doe.mass.edu/contact/qanda.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbsW0JU4kT0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbsW0JU4kT0&feature=youtu.be
https://docs.google.com/a/northeastcompcenter.org/forms/d/1veC2iNWF0vyFmfUu5Sc4r089vvwrBMva8IWjVJITuYM/viewform
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/grants/DigitalConnections.html?
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/grants/DigitalConnections.html?
http://learnlaunch.org/conference-2016/registration/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xbsW0JU4kT0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3NF54XseFd0
http://gisprpxy.itd.state.ma.us/AGOL/DCPS/dcps_responsive.html
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E-Rate K-12 Technology Discounts Up to 85 Percent 
E-rate is a federal program 

that provides technology 

discounts for schools and 

libraries. E-rate is 

administered by the 

Universal Services Administrative Company (USAC) under the 

oversight of the Federal Communications Commission (FCC).  

All public schools are eligible for discounts for internal 

connections, managed internal broadband services, and basic 

maintenance of internal connections (Category 2), and, for a 

limited time, voice (Category 1 services), and, but only if the 

services are purchased from eligible contracts and the 

application is approved by the E-rate program. 

In the past, only the poorest schools received funding for 

Category 2 internal infrastructure such as Wi-Fi. No schools have 

received Category 2 funds in the last two years. Beginning last 

year, the FCC dramatically increased funding for the program to 

ensure Wi-Fi in all schools. 

Discounts on Category 2 Wi-Fi range from 20 to 85 percent 

based upon poverty level and whether the district is rural or 

urban. Rural districts and districts with higher poverty receive 

greater discounts. Almost all Massachusetts public schools 

receive at least a 40 percent discount. 

Massachusetts has developed resources and tools to help all 

districts maximize E-rate funding, including a Category 2 funding 

estimator, a bandwidth calculator, an E-rate filing checklist, flyer, 

FAQs, and PowerPoint slides for Superintendents that explain in 

layperson's terms the benefits of the E-rate program to school 

committees, municipal officials, and the general public.  

In addition to the communications you will receive from ESE, we 

encourage you to visit USAC's Subscription Center. 

Free SketchUp Pro Software for MA Public Schools 
1The Office of Digital 

Learning is pleased to offer 

free SketchUp Pro licenses 

to Massachusetts school 

districts. SketchUp 

(formerly Google Sketchup) is a 3D modeling computer program 

for a wide range of drawing applications such as architectural, 

interior design, civil and mechanical engineering, film, and video 

game design. 

Massachusetts created a listserv to connect educators that use 

SketchUp in the classroom. Educators are encouraged to use the 

Listserv for collaboration. Announcements such as new releases 

will also be distributed through the Listserv.  

ESE does not provide technical support for SketchUp, but many 

external resources exist to maximize its use in the classroom. For 

assistance, utilize the SketchUp Knowledge Base. 

Free Online Courses in Digital Literacy/Citizenship, STEM, and Financial Literacy 
Offered through EverFi in 

partnership with the NHL, 

NHL Players Association, 

and the Boston Bruins, the 

3-5 hour Future Goals - 

Hockey Scholar™ brings 

science, technology, engineering, and math (STEM) concepts to 

life for grades 5-7 students using the exciting, fast-paced game of 

hockey. Through immersive real-life simulations, students build 

their understanding of fundamental STEM concepts, such as 

geometric constructions, energy, and forces. Each of the 12 

modules are designed to build students scientific thinking and 

problem solving skills. As students progress through a module, 

they parallel the steps of a science investigation. 

Ignition - Digital Literacy 

and ResponsibilityTM is a 3-4 

hour course for middle and 

high school students 

                                                            
1 *Terramodel is a trademark of Trimble Navigation Limited. 

(grades 6-9) that educates students on the nuts and bolts of how 

technology works while placing them in virtual environments to 

tackle issues surrounding digital citizenship. Ignition is comprised 

of seven modules that cover key concepts around making safe 

and responsible decisions online. At the end of the course, 

students apply their learning through a virtual simulation, giving 

them the opportunity to demonstrate mastery of learned digital 

skills in real-life scenarios. 

Vault - Understanding 

MoneyTM empowers grade 

4-6 students to be smart 

financial decision makers while they are early in their cognitive 

development. By leveraging performance-based games, Vault 

immerses students in real-life financial scenarios that focus on 

skill building and responsible decision making. Covering 

everything from goal setting to making a budget, Vault delivers 

critical financial concepts in an engaging and fun way. Vault can 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/grants/e-rate.html
http://www.usac.org/about/tools/publications/subscription-center.aspx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/teacher/SketchUpPro.html
http://help.sketchup.com/en/
https://everfi.com/k12/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yrD5m0kUws8
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be integrated into unit plans and used during class time, as a 

capstone project, or in a flipped classroom. 

EverFi – Financial 

Literacy™ is a high school 

course that uses the latest 

in new media technologies 

– video, animations, 3-D gaming, and avatars – to bring complex 

financial concepts to life for today’s digital generation. EverFi 

tracks individual student progress and knowledge gain and 

provides students who successfully complete the course 

with certification in financial literacy, which can be a powerful 

tool for job applications, college search, and internships.  

All EverFi courses may be used as stand-alone courses or as 

supplements to face-to-face courses. 

These courses are free to Massachusetts schools and districts 

and face-to-face professional development through EverFi is 

free. To request access to the program please contact Maddy 

Murphy, EverFi Program Manager, at (202) 713-5163 or 

maddy@everfi.com. 

Student Technology Support Teams 
With the increasing number of devices used in schools, K-12 IT 

departments may find it difficult to keep pace with technology 

support needs. To meet these needs, some Massachusetts 

school districts are implementing innovative programs in which 

students assume the role of providing technology support. These 

programs have the dual purpose of bridging the dual purpose of 

bridging the gap in technology support and offering students 

real-world experience. 

The Office of Digital Learning, in collaboration with NCC, asked 

districts to volunteer their time to share information about their 

student technology support initiatives. With guidance from NCC, 

two districts produced videos and provided testimonials that are 

posted on the student technology support web page. Both 

districts were invited to share their experiences with peers at the 

Department’s fall convening. Teachers and students gave 

presentations that were both informative and engaging. Profiles 

of the two districts are provided here, along with contact 

information. 

Haverhill’s iTeam & iSchool 
Key features: 

* A help desk ticket 

management system keeps 

the team on task and 

documents services 

provided; 

* Students assume leadership positions as they grow within the 

program; and 

* Offers students opportunities to present on their work with the 

iTeam at relevant conferences and events 

The iTeam at Haverhill High School handles all the tech support 

for Haverhill High School. Comprised of students from all grade 

levels, the team is directed by Mr. Brian Nagel. Members help 

repair computers, teach other students and teachers how to use 

software, distribute computer carts to classrooms, and work 

with Mr. Nagel to learn about various technology applications. 

The iTeam works out of the iSchool, a technology resource for 

the entire district. Conveniently located near the high school 

cafeteria, iSchool maintains flexible hours for teachers and 

administrators requesting training or technical support. 

To contact the iTeam, email Mr. Brian Nagel, Technology 

Facilitator, Haverhill High School. 

Algonquin High School Students Working to 

Advance Technology (SWAT) Team 
Key features: 

* Researches new 

technologies; 

* Provides tutorials on how 

to use various classroom 

technologies; and 

* Offers course credit for providing instructional technology 

support 

Algonquin Regional High School's Students Working to Advance 

Technology (SWAT) team is led by Ms. Julie Doyle. Ms. Doyle 

serves as the SWAT Team Advisor and recruits and trains 

students to serve as ambassadors for new and exciting 

technology in the classroom. SWAT Team members 

independently research technologies that may be useful in their 

school, and with Doyle's guidance plan to help teachers and 

students implement these software applications. Ultimately, 

after the students gained enough experience in developing 

training materials, Ms. Doyle allowed the students to take 

ownership and manage the training based on the guidelines they 

have established. 

To contact the SWAT team, email Ms. Julie Doyle, Instructional 

Technology Teacher, Algonquin Regional High School. 

  

mailto:maddy@everfi.com
mailto:bnagel@haverhill-ps.org
mailto:JDoyle@nsboro.k12.ma.us
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Office of Digital Learning Listserv 

The Office of Digital Learning listserv disseminates information 

and notices including, but not limited to, newsletters, 

policy/regulation updates, public comment announcements, 

professional development opportunities, and public awareness 

messages. If you are listed in ESE Directory Administration as an 

“Educational Technology Director” or “Library/Media Services 

Director,” you have already been subscribed to this list. If you 

know others who would benefit from the information from the 

Office of Digital Learning listserv, please forward the subscriber 

information: 

Place the following subscribe command in the first line of the 

body of the message: subscribe MADigitalLearning  FIRST LAST 

(**Substitute your first name for FIRST and your last name for 

LAST**) 

If you were subscribed to this distribution list in error and would 

like to be removed, email imailsrv@list1.doe.mass.edu with the 

following information in the body of the email: unsubscribe 

MADigitalLearningemail Your Name. (Example: unsubscribe 

MADigitalLearningemail John Smith). 

Office of Digital Learning Annual Survey 
Last spring, ESE published the results of the 2014-15 annual 

survey, Digital Learning in Massachusetts. 

Key findings include: a factor inhibiting digital learning is the 

development of technology-proficient teachers through 

professional learning and support from state and intermediary 

organizations; districts varied in their implementation of digital 

learning, with teacher-led professional development central to 

many districts' strategies; slightly less than half of districts were 

implementing blended learning; collectively, responding districts’ 

educational technology directors manage almost $130 million in 

funding.

Commonwealth of Massachusetts Virtual Schools 
The two Commonwealth Virtual Schools (CMVS), Massachusetts 
Virtual Academy at Greenfield and TEC Connections Academy, 
are public school districts, directly accountable to the Board and 
the Department. Like a charter school, a virtual school is an 
autonomous, single-school district that operates independently 
of any existing school district. 

A CMVS must notify each sending district in writing of the 
number and grade levels of students who shall be attending the 
CMVS from the sending districts within 10 days of the student 
registering for enrollment in the CMVS.  

The Department provides sending districts with preliminary 
reports in January showing the name, grade, program, and 
estimated annual tuition for each pupil reported in the previous 
CMVS October data collection.  

If you have questions or wish to speak with someone from our 

office about Commonwealth Virtual Schools, please email 

Jennifer Gwatkin. 

Recent Postings to the Office of Digital Learning Website 

General Notice District obligation to provide instructional supplies, including tablets and computers 

November  20, 2015 Next Meeting of the Digital Learning Advisory Council (DLAC) 

November 4, 2015 U.S. Department of Education Launches Campaign to Encourage Schools to #GoOpen with Educational Resources 

October 28, 2015 New publication from National Center on Time & Learning: Time for Teachers: Leveraging Time to Strengthen 
Instruction & Empower Teachers 

October 28, 2015 Stories from the Field: U.S. Department of Education hires Massachusetts educator as first-ever adviser to expand 
access to open digital resources in schools 

October 28, 2015 Stories from the Field: Natick Public Schools Shares Information about Implementing Blended Learning 

October 5, 2015 Interview Questions for Hiring an Educational Technology Leader 

September 18, 2015 Digital Connections Partnership Schools Grant featured in Massachusetts Office of Information Technology Blog 

September 10, 2015 Massachusetts Student Privacy Alliance (MSPA) adopts Student Data Breach Contract 
 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/etreport/2015.pdf
http://mava.k12.com/
http://mava.k12.com/
http://www.connectionsacademy.com/massachusetts-virtual-school/home.aspx
http://www.doe.mass.edu/odl/cmvs/
mailto:jgwatkin@doe.mass.edu
mailto:jgwatkin@doe.mass.edu
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=7585
http://www.doe.mass.edu/boe/sac/dlac/default.html
http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/us-department-education-launches-campaign-encourage-schools-goopen-educational-resources
http://www.timeandlearning.org/publications/timeforteachers#sthash.2zoLj07d.dpuf
http://www.timeandlearning.org/publications/timeforteachers#sthash.2zoLj07d.dpuf
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21274
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21274
http://www.doe.mass.edu/news/news.aspx?id=21252
http://cosn.org/sites/default/files/pdf/CoSN%20Empowered%20Superintendent%20CTO%20Interview%20Questions%20FINAL.pdf
http://blog.mass.gov/massit/education/the-digital-connections-partnership-schools-grant-process-in-massachusetts/
https://secure2.cpsd.us/mspa/about_mspa.php

