
Commonwealth’s First Food Plan Since 1974 Unanimously Accepted by Food Policy Council

GREENFIELD – December 18, 2015 –Today, the Baker-Polito Administration announced the completion of the
Massachusetts Local Food Action Plan, the Commonwealth’s first food system plan since 1974. The final Food Action
Plan, unveiled during an event at the Franklin County Community Development Corporation/Western Massachusetts
Food Processing Center, was unanimously accepted by the Massachusetts Food Policy Council (MFPC).

“It is vital that we find new ways to support our growing agricultural industry in a changing world and address issues of
food insecurity and poor nutrition,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “Through the recommendations in this plan, we
will continue our efforts to support Massachusetts agriculture and increase access to healthy food for all of our state’s
residents.”

“The Massachusetts Local Food Action Plan will help the state create policies to help farms and businesses thrive and
improve citizens’ access to fresh, local food,” said Energy and Environmental Affairs (EEA) Secretary
Matthew Beaton. “The Baker-Polito Administration is committed to supporting the Massachusetts food system and
looks forward to the implementation of recommendations within the Plan.”

The Massachusetts Local Food Action Plan is designed to increase production, sales and consumption of
Massachusetts-grown food; create jobs and improve wages in food and farming; protect the land and water needed to
produce food; ensure food safety; and reduce waste, hunger and food insecurity, while making fresh, healthy food
available to all Massachusetts residents. The plan offers recommendations for the public and private sectors to see
these goals through to fruition. Now that the MFPC has accepted the plan, the group will work with the legislature, state
agencies and industry stakeholders to implement the recommendations.

“Unveiling this plan at the Western Massachusetts Food Processing Center aligns closely with several food plan
initiatives including strengthening our food processing infrastructure, creating jobs, season extension by adding value to
grower's produce, and supplying retail and wholesale customers with local produce throughout the year including
schools," said MFPC Chair, and Department of Agricultural Resources (MDAR) Commissioner, John
Lebeaux. "The Massachusetts Local Food Action Plan also has an important focus on environmental enhancement
and expanding food access."

The Council was established by the legislature in November 2010 to address the opportunities and challenges of the
state’s local food system. It is composed of 17 state agency, legislative, and industry representatives. In 2013, the FPC
launched a statewide planning process to draft a food system plan with support from MDAR and the Metropolitan Area
Planning Council (MAPC) and in collaboration with the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, Franklin Regional Council
of Government, and the Massachusetts Workforce Alliance. Over the past two years, more than 1,500 people have
provided input, including growers, food processors, consumers, food and agricultural organizations and advocates.

“The Massachusetts Local Food Action plan represents an important inventory of actionable items to sustain our farms
and fisheries, support the environment, and increase food security throughout the Commonwealth,” said MFPC Vice-
Chair, State Representative Stephen Kulik (D-Worthington).

“This plan represents a tremendous collaborative effort to craft a vision for the future of our food system,” said MAPC
Executive Director Marc Draisen. “The production, processing, sale and consumption of food is a big part of the
Massachusetts economy, and it’s growing. If we can encourage more food to be grown in the state, and consumed here
as well, we can see important public health benefits in addition to more and better jobs.”
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The full plan is available online at www.mafoodplan.org.

The Massachusetts food system employs 426,000 people, or 1 of every 10 jobs in the state, and accounts for 4.5
percent of all economic activity. In 2012, there were over 41,000 farms and food businesses in Massachusetts, and the
Commonwealth ranks sixth in the U.S. for the total number of “community supported agriculture,” or CSA, farms.

 

###

Follow EEA Secretary Beaton on Twitter:............ www.twitter.com/masseea

View downloadable photographs on Flickr:............ www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit the Energy Smarts blog:................................. www.mass.gov/blog/energy

Visit The Great Outdoors blog:….……………………….. www.mass.gov/blog/environment

Visit our website:..................................................... www.mass.gov/eea
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