
BOSTON – Today a national education newspaper, Education Week, released the 20th edition of its annual Quality
Counts report listing Massachusetts as first in the nation in overall quality, with top honors in K-12 achievement and on
the publication's Chance for Success Index, which considers outcomes from early childhood through adulthood.  In
addition, Quality Counts highlights the state’s school turnaround initiatives in the article entitled, "In School Turnaround
Efforts, Massachusetts Enlists Districts." 

“Our administration is thrilled that Massachusetts continues to be recognized as a national leader in the quality of
education that we offer our students,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “We thank all the students, administrators, teachers,
families, and communities who have helped to make this a reality and are pleased with the state’s improvements over
last year’s top rankings.”

“Building off of last year’s high rankings, Governor Baker and I are pleased to see our students continue to excel in the
classroom,” said Lt. Governor Karyn Polito.  “Our administration strives to deliver a quality education to every student,
regardless of zip code , and looks forward to future successes in the Commonwealth.”

“We are proud that we have received the highest overall score in this report for the second year in a row, and
specifically topped the Chance for Success Index for the 9th consecutive year, as well as the K-12 Achievement Index
every year since it was introduced,” said Education Secretary Jim Peyser. “While we celebrate this tremendous success,
we strive to make even larger gains in the next few years by ensuring that every child gets the quality education that
they deserve.”

“Massachusetts has proven once again that it is truly the nation’s leader when it comes to educating our students,” said
Higher Education Commissioner Carlos Santiago. “We continue to benefit from being the state with the highest
percentage of adults with a post-secondary degree. The students, faculty, and staff across the higher education system
of the Commonwealth have a lot to be proud of as we celebrate this achievement.”

"I congratulate the Commonwealth's educators, students and families for doing the smart, hard work that has again put
Massachusetts at the top of Education Week's Quality Counts rankings,” said Elementary and Secondary Education
Commissioner Mitchell Chester. “I am proud to lead a strong K-12 system in which educators are dedicated to the
success of all students."

“Through the dedication and hard work of our early educators, Department staff and with the support of Governor Baker
and the Legislature, Massachusetts has built an early education and care system that strengthens the present and
future of our Commonwealth,” said Early Education and Care Commissioner Tom Weber.

More information about the 2016 edition of Education Week’s “Quality Counts Report” can be found
here:http://www.edweek.org/go/qc16. 

Education Week’s press release can be found here: http://www.edweek.org/media/qualitycounts2016_release.pdf.
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