
Boston – Thursday, January 7, 2016 - Today, the Baker-Polito Administration has announced $186,434 in Urban
and Community Forestry Challenge Grants to 13 Massachusetts communities and non-profits. The matching grants are
offered to municipalities and non-profit groups in Massachusetts for the purpose of increasing a community’s tree
capacity in order to maximize social, economic, and environmental quality.

“It is important that state government continues to work with local government and non-profit partners to promote and
protect the tree canopy within the Commonwealth’s communities,” said Governor Charlie Baker. “The Urban and
Community Forestry Challenge Grants will give our partners essential funding to ensure our forests remain healthy for
generations to come.”

The funds for the Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grants are provided by the USDA Forest Service and the
Massachusetts ReLeaf Trust Fund, and are administered by the Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR).

“The Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grants provide a vital funding source for municipalities and local non-
profit partners to enhance communities through strategic planning and advocacy,” said Energy and Environmental
Affairs Secretary Matthew Beaton “By increasing the tree capacity within a community, residents and businesses
will enjoy lower heating and cooling costs, cleaner air and water, a reduction in noise pollution, and the natural beauty
trees bring to our neighborhoods.”

The Urban and Community Forestry Challenge Grants will assist in the following key areas: 

Building and strengthening citizen advocacy and action organizations; 

Developing and adopting tree and forest ordinances and policies; 

Securing or training professional staff;

Developing and implementing an urban forestry management plan; 

Attaining a Tree City USA Award;

Completing strategic community tree plantings and “Heritage Tree” care projects; and

Other projects that are well-conceived and will result in sustained improvements to urban and community forestry
management in other areas. 

“DCR’s stewardship of the Commonwealth’s natural resources does not stop at the borders of our properties,” said
DCR Commissioner Leo Roy. “The Baker-Polito Administration remains committed to assisting our partners
throughout the state to maintain and promote the health of all community forests.”

Two of the grant awards are funded from the Mass ReLeaf Trust Fund using a donation from the National Grid. National
Grid has implemented an aggressive hazard tree removal program in many of its service communities, which entails the
removal of a significant number of public and private trees near main power feeder lines. To mitigate the removal of
public trees, National Grid donates money to DCR to offer Urban Forestry Challenge Grants to the affected
communities.

The following proposals were awarded DCR Urban & Community Forestry Challenge Grant funding: 
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Applicant:  Town of Belchertown

Proposal Title:  Tree Risk Assessment Inventory for Belchertown, Massachusetts

Amount Awarded:  $8,000

Proposal Summary: A proposal to develop a tree risk assessment program using readily available aerial maps and a
customized database software program. This customized program will be used to inventory and to perform a basic tree
risk assessment of approximately 400 trees in town selected by the Belchertown Tree Warden. This will allow for better
care and management of the trees.

Applicant:  Town of Concord

Proposal Title:  Town of Concord Urban Forest Inventory/Management Plan

Amount Awarded:  $30,000

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to complete a town wide comprehensive tree inventory and assessment of all public
shade trees. Once completed, the inventory and assessment will be used to develop a management plan.

Applicant:  Town of Dedham Public Works

Proposal Title:  Dedham Tree Inventory

Amount Awarded:  $30,000

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to identify, locate and inventory all public shade trees in the town of Dedham, including
assessing their health and condition, and to import this information into the town’s existing GIS system.

Applicant:  Franklin Regional Council of Governments

Proposal Title:  Trees and Social Equity in Greenfield

Amount Awarded:  $30,000

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to purchase shade and fruit trees; to conduct high-profile tree plantings in
Environmental Justice (EJ) areas, involving the community to support and steward the newly planted trees, and to
conduct site assessments and designs for two planting locations within these EJ neighborhoods which typify common
constraints and challenges to planting street trees in EJ areas.

Applicant:  Great Barrington Tree Committee

Proposal Title: Tree Planting Project

Amount Awarded:  $2,000

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to purchase approximately 8 trees of suitable size and species and to plant them along
the town’s downtown corridor as part of the Main Street Renovation Project. Town volunteers will plant the trees as well
as provide subsequent care to the trees.

Applicant:  Replanting Monson Tree Committee

Proposal Title: Tree Planting Project

Amount Awarded:  $5,500

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to purchase 44 trees of suitable size and species and to plant them at two different
locations in Monson that were impacted by the June 1, 2011 EF-3 tornado. Members of the Tree Committee, Monson



Garden Club, and the Tree Warden will assist a landscape company with the tree planting and will be involved with the
care of the of trees.

Applicant:  City of Pittsfield

Proposal Title:  Wellesley Park Tree Replacement Project

Amount Awarded:  $3,500

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to work closely with neighborhood volunteers and a local arborist to plant ten new trees
in Wellesley Park as part of the multi-phase Wellesley Park Tree Replacement Project. This collaborative project will
address issues related to hazardous trees in the park and new tree plantings will ensure that the park remains a shady
refuge for many years to come.

 

Applicant:  Southie Trees/South Boston Neighborhood Development Corporation

Proposal Title: Heritage Tree Survey and Tree Care Plan

Amount Awarded:  $5,000

Proposal Summary:  A proposal for South Boston Neighborhood Development Corporation (NDC) to work with the City
of Boston Parks Department and the neighborhood residents to identify the trees most at risk; to assess the health of
the trees and to determine a plan to prolong their lives.

 

Applicant:  Town of West Springfield

Proposal Title:  Merrick Section – Street Side Tree Restoration Project

Amount Awarded:  $30,000

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to purchase a variety of trees and to continue the work previously completed by of the
Town and Tree Committee to plant trees in the Merrick Section of West Springfield that was heavily impacted by the
June 3, 2011 tornado.

Applicant:  Town of Wilmington

Proposal Title:  Town Wide Tree Health Assessment & Species Inventory

Amount Awarded:  $10,860

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to inventory and provide a health assessment of public shade trees and to upgrade the
Town’s current Urban Forest Management Plan to include a proactive approach to pruning and risk reduction.

Applicant:  Worcester Tree Initiative

Proposal Title: Worcester Certified Urban Tree Stewards Program

Amount Awarded:  $24,999

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to develop a Certified Urban Tree Stewards program which will recruit and train
volunteers to care for urban street trees.

The following proposals are funded from the ReLeaf Trust Fund National Grid Partnership Grants:

Applicant:  Town of Foxborough



Proposal Title:  Strategic Replacement of Street Trees

Amount Awarded:  $5,000

Proposal Summary:  A proposal to purchase 18-25 trees of suitable size and species and to plant them along
designated streets in locations identified in close proximity to residents’ homes who have volunteered to adopt and
water the trees.

Applicant:  Town of Framingham

Proposal Title:  Strategic Replacement of Street Trees

Amount Awarded:  $1,575

Proposal Summary:  A proposal for the town to purchase 7 trees of suitable size and species and to plant them at a
designated location with high soil volume and vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

“The successes of the ReLeaf program have been recognized across the Commonwealth for many years,” said State
Senate Minority Leader Bruce Tarr (R-Gloucester). “These matching grant partnerships continue to help cities,
towns, and local non-profit organizations grow and sustain vital community tree programs that contribute to our quality of
life.”

“Trees have a major impact on quality of life in communities across the Commonwealth,” said State Senator Karen
E. Spilka (D-Ashland). “Beautifying our neighborhoods and improving our green infrastructure are key for our health,
our local economy and the environment. This grant will allow Framingham to manage our town’s tree resources in a way
that protects the environment and builds a stronger community for the benefit of all of our residents.”

“I, as well as the town, welcome and appreciate the award granted by the Department of Conservation and Recreation
for recognizing the efforts by the Town of Foxboro to preserve and protect the state forest land,” said State
Representative F. Jay Barrows (R-Mansfield). “It is great to see the State honoring the commitment made by
the town in conserving the area of the state forest.”

“I am pleased to see the town receive the DCR Forestry Challenge Grant, I have no doubt in my mind Wilmington will
make full use of the monies with their townwide Tree Health and Inventory Control Program,” said State
Representative James Miceli (D-Wilmington). “We’re an attractive town not just for our schools and our
businesses, but for our greenery as well, and this money will help us keep our town streets, parks, and forests as
attractive, strong, and healthy as they can be.”

###

The Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR), an agency of the Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, oversees 450,000 acres of parks and forests, beaches, bike trails, watersheds, dams, and

parkways. Led by Commissioner Leo Roy, the agency’s mission is to protect, promote, and enhance our common wealth
of natural, cultural, and recreational resources. To learn more about DCR, our facilities, and our programs, please

visitwww.mass.gov/dcr. Contact us at mass.parks@state.ma.us.

Follow DCR on Twitter............................................... twitter.com/MassDCR

Follow DCR on Instagram……………………………… instagram.com/MassDCR/

View videos on You Tube.......................................... www.youtube.com/MassEEA

View downloadable photographs on Flickr                   www.flickr.com/photos/masseea/sets/

Visit The Great Outdoors blog.................................... www.mass.gov/blog/environment
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