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Accompanying the eighth recommendation of the Executive Office
of Environmental Affairs (Elouse, No. 62). Natural Resources and
Agriculture.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act for the preservation of Massachusetts agricultural

LANDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 The growing population and expanding economy of the
2 Commonwealth have had a profound impact on the ability of
3 public and private sectors to maintain and preserve agricultural
4 land for farming and food production purposes. The availability
5 of land, largely taken for granted since the settlement of the
b Commonwealth, is now recognized as a finite and
1 precious natural resource. Farmland in this state has shrunk by
8 half in the last twenty-five years, with the present recognition that
9 unless there is a sound, state-wide program for its preservation,

10 remaining agricultural land will be lost to succeeding generations.
11 The conservation of certain arable agricultural land and adjacent
12 pastures, woods, natural drainage areas, and adjacent open space
13 areas will assist in shaping the character, direction and timing of
14 further development. It is in the public interest of the people to
15 develop, to identify and delineate areas available for acquisition
16 of development rights to such land, as a public purpose essential
17 to maintain and preserve farming, horticultural and other
18 agricultural uses including viable open space.
19 The preservation of agricultural lands for the production of
20 food is of paramount importance to the well-being of the people;
21 that there is increasing national and worldwide demand for food
22 and increasing potential for shortages; that Massachusetts
23 farmers annually produce approximately fifteen percent, by
24 average, of the milk, eggs, poultry, fresh vegetables and apples
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25 consumed within the state; that the disappearance of agricultural
land is the single largest threat to the preservation of food
production, largely due to the disparity between the use value of
land for agriculture and its sale value of other uses and to the
impetus to convert farmland to other uses imposed by inheritance
taxes; and that agricultural lands represent an integral part of the
state’s economy and culture. Therefore it is declared that the
policy of the Commonwealth is to preserve those portions of its
agricultural land resources which have food production potential*
in order to enahnce the health, safety and welfare of the people of
the state. It shall further be the policy of the state to establish an
agricultural land preservation commission to administer preser-
vation of agricultural land and to coordinate and cooperate with
the towns and other agencies of the state to the end that the state
may fulfill its responsibility as trustee of the land resources of the
state for present and future generations. It is the policy of the
state in the establishment of this commission to continue to
encourage the normal growth and expansion of the state’s
economy, while simultaneously insuring that this growth is
consistent with the preservation of the vital food production of
the state and maximizes the efficient use of land, energy and
economic resources of the state in the accommodation of the
state’s future growth.
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In order to carry out the policy set forth in this act, it is the
continuing responsiblity of the state government to use all
practicable means, consistent with other essential considerations
of state policy, to coordinate the agricultural land preservation
plan with local, regional and state plans. Pursuant to the policies
set forth herein, this act is adopted for the following purposes: (1)
To protect and promote the public health; safety and general
welfare of the people of the commonwealth; (2) to preserve
certain existing or potential agricultural land of the state which
has production potential so that it can be utilized for th, P
maximization of food production for the people of the state; (3)
to preserve existing or potential agricultural land and adjacent
pastures, woods and other land necessary for practical boun-
daries to control drainage and erosion and to make viable farms,

as well as a permanent open space resource for the people of the
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63 state; (4) to assist in reducing further environmental deterioration
and pollution by preserving and encouraging stabilization of
ownership of critical agricultural land areas as natural resources
of the state; and (5) to help guide the future growth and
development of the state and to promote the most productive
relationships among the residential, commercial, industrial and
agricultural land uses. The foregoing is therefore a matter of
legislative determination.
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