
No. 2066HOUSE
By Mr. MacLean of Fairhaven, petition of William Q. MacLean,

Jr., relative to establishing an interstate regional college of veterinary
medicine. Education.

Commontoealtf) of JilasSacfiugethS

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six

An Act providing for the establishment of an interstate
REGIONAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY MEDICINE, DIRECTING THE
TRANSFER OF CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY OF THE NEW ENGLAND

BOARD OF HIGHER EDUCATION FOR THE USE OF SAID COLLEGE OF
VETERINARY MEDICINE, AND FOR RELATED PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Chapter 75 of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after section 37 the following sections;
3 Section 38. As used in section 39 to section 51, inclusive, the
4 following terms shall have the following meanings:
5 “College”, the New England College of Veterinary Medicine.
6 “Compact”, the New England Higher Education Compact.
7 “NEBHE”, the New England Board of Higher Education.
8 Section 39. Under the provisions of Articles II and VII of the
9 Compact, to which the commonwealth is signatory, the NEBHE

10 shall be the entity referred to in chapter 644 of the acts of 1974
11 wherein certain real property is made available for the
12 establishment of an Interstate Regional School of Veterinary
13 Medicine. NEBHE shall hold title to said property for use in
14 accordance with the provisions of this act.

The College is hereby authorized to be established and the
16 participation of the commonwealth in the College shall be in
17 accordance with the terms and provisions of this act.
18 Section 40. NEBHE shall establish the College and do all
19 things necessary or incidental thereto through a Regional
20 Institution Division which shall be a separate and distinct entity
21 and which, except as herein specifically provided, shall conduct
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its affairs entirely separate from other activities and respon-
sibilities of NEBHE.

22
23

The Regional Institution Division shall be under the direction
of a Board of Trustees which shall be composed as follows:

24
25

I. Three members from each participating state. The three
members from the commonwealth shall be appointed by the
governor. One of the three members from the commonwealth
shall be a member of the governing board of the university system
in the commonwealth. A member serving for the commonwealth
shall cease to be a member of the Board of Trustees if he ceases to
be a resident of the commonwealth.

26
27
28
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2. One member of the Board of Trustees shall be chosen by
NEBHE from among its members to represent it and to serve at
its pleasure. Nothing in this act shall be construed to prevent any
state from appointing one or more of its NEBHE members as
members of the Board of Trustees of the Regional Institution
Division.

33
34
35
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37
38
39 The members of the Board of Trustees from the com-

monwealth shall serve a term of five years, except that of those
first appointed. Of the initial appointees, one shall serve for five
years, one shall serve for three years, and one shall serve for one
year. Each such appointee shall serve until his successor has been
appointed and duly qualified. A vacancy may be filled for the
unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.

40
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45
46 The Board of Trustees may receive and expend such funds as

are appropriated or as may be available to it from the funds of
any other agency.

47
48
49 Section 41. (a) The capital and operating budgets of the

College and of the Regional Institution Division shall be
prepared and adopted by the Board of Trustees. Such adoption
shall not be until NEBHE has had draft copies thereof and not
less than 60 days to comment thereon.

50
51
52
53

(b) 1. In order to facilitate performance of their duties and
responsibilities by NEBHE and the individuals serving as
members thereof, the Regional Institution Division shall provide
the Executive Secretary of NEBHE with sufficient copies of each
draft budget and statement in reasonable detail justifying the
same and explaining their likely effect on the program of the
College. Copies of draft budgets and justification statements shall

54
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)

be available for public inspection at the offices of NEBHE and
the Regional Institution Division.

61
62

2. Prior to submitting its comments on a budget, NEBHE, on
due notice and in accordance with procedures adopted by it, shall
hold at least one public hearing thereon for the participating
states at which representatives of the governors, legislatures, and
finance officers may present views and question representatives of
the Regional Institution Division on the budget and any matters
related thereto. Other persons and interested parties may appear.

63
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67

4 68
69

(c) The development, operation and maintenance of the
College shall not place any financial or other burden on any state
which has not authorized participation therein nor shall any of
such activities impair any of the rights or obligations of the states
party to the New England Higher Education Compact and of
NEBHE under or arising out of that Compact. If in connection
with responsibilities conferred upon NEBHE by this Act,
NEBHE determines that it will incur any costs or expenses in
addition to those which it incurs in the course of its regular
business, it may include in its appropriation requests to the states
participating in the support of the College such additional
requests for funds as may be appropriate in the circumstances.
NEBHE shall keep separate accounts of receipts and dis-
bursements relating to the College and shall not commingle funds
of the College with funds otherwise held by NEBHE.

70
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72
73
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82
83
84
85 (d) Each budget, whether operating or capital outlay, shall be

accompanied by or contain such appropriation requests as may
be necessary to meet the items of projected expenditure contained
therein. Such appropriation requests shall be made separately for
each state participating in the College and shall be for the amount
or amounts deemed to be the proper pro rata share attributable to
that state. Apportionment among the participating states shall be
on the basis of the proportion which the population of each state
bears to the total population of all participating states, unless the
Board of Trustees, acting for 5-year intervals, shall determine that
another formula or method of apportionment is more equitable.
In such event, each appropriation request shall be accompanied
by or contain a full explanation of the basis on which the
apportionment is made and the reasons therefor.
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•*92
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96
97
98
99 (e) NEBHE shall transmit each budget and appropriation



HOUSE No. 2066 [January4

100 request of the College promptly to the states involved for
processing in accordance with the applicable budgetary laws and
practices thereof. However, the responsibility for justification of
each budget and appropriation request for the College shall be
with the Board of Trustees, unless NEBHE and the Board of
Trustees agree that NEBHE is to undertake the responsibility.
Payments of funds appropriated by the participating states for
the use of the Regional Institution Division and the College shall
be to NEBHE, but shall be deposited in the appropriate account
or accounts of the Regional Institution Division.

101
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107
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109

(f) The Board of Trustees, or NEBHE, with the approval of the
Board of Trustees, may apply for, receive, administer and expend
devises, gifts, and grants (conditional or otherwise) on behalf of
the College. The Board of Trustees may adopt procedures
pursuant to which it may delegate its performance of this function
in particular instances to the executive officer of the Regional
Institution Division or to officers of the College. However, any
such procedures shall set forth the policies in accordance with
which devises, gifts and grants are to be solicited and
administered and shall include provision for the reporting of any
and all applications for and receipts of devises, gifts and grants.
The Regional Institution Division shall furnish to NEBHE on a
quarterly basis a list of devises, gifts and grants applied for, and
of all which have been received, including reasonable detail in
each instance as to the donor or grantor, amount and purpose.
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124
125 (g) Audit and financial reporting for the accounts of the

Regional Institution Division and the College shall be provided
for by NEBHE pursuant to Article IV of its Compact and its
Bylaws.

126
127
! 28
129
130 . (a) On behalf of the College and at the request of or with the

consent of the Board of Trustees, NEBHE may acquire, hold,
administer and dispose of real, personal and other property and
rights therein appropriate to the performance of its functions
pursuant to this Act.

131
132
133
134

35 (b) Pursuant to Chapter 644, Acts of 1974, and notwithstand-
ing any general or special law to the contrary, the Commissioner
of Administration and Finance is authorized and directed to
execute and record a deed transferring to NEBHE so much of

36
137
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Section 42
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the land and buildings comprising the Grafton State Hospital as
NEBHE may undertake to devote to the purposes of the College
as authorized to be established and operated by this Act. The
property conveyed to NEBHE pursuant to this Act shall be held
by it for the use and benefit of the states participating in the
College and shall not be reconveyed or otherwise disposed of to
any other entity or for any purpose other than that of regional
veterinary medical education, except with the consent of the
General Court of the Commonwealth and the action of the Board
of Trustees, provided that nothing herein contained shall be
construed to prevent or limit the Regional Institution Division or
NEBHE, with the consent of the Board of Trustees, in
remodeling, renovating, replacing, or constructing any structures
or facilities in order to further the usefulness of the property for
any of the purposes of the College.

139
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145

446
147
148
149
150
151
152
153

Section 43. The Commonwealth hereby authorizes the
College, by action of the Board of Trustees of the Regional
Institution Division, to confer all appropriate earned degrees in
veterinary medicine, and honorary degrees in recognition of
distinguished service to veterinary medicine and related fields of
study or research, and such certificates or other evidence of
achievement in veterinary medicine as may be determined by said
Board of Trustees.

154
155
156
157
158
159
160
161
162 Section 44. (a) The Board of Trustees of the Regional

Institution Division shall determine, and from time-to-time revise
policies with respect to administration of the College, admission
of students, rates of student tuition and fees, and other charges.
Policies governing instruction, student admission and services,
and tuition, fees and other charges to persons who are not
residents of the states participating in the support of the College
under the terms and provisions of this Act shall be separately
stated.

163
164
165
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*0
./I (b) It is the intent of the Commonwealth in the matter of the

admission of students and other usage of the College, that the
College shall hold student spaces and other accommodations for
the Commonwealth and other states participating in the support
of the College under the terms and provisions of this Act, and acts
similar hereto, in direct proportion as the Commonwealth and
said other states shall contribute to the capital and operating
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costs of the College as specified in Section 3 (d) of this Act. The
applicable allotments of students from each participating state
shall be determined annually by the Board of Trustees. In the
event that the allotment of such student spaces held for any
participating state shall not be filled for any given academic year,
such vacancies shall be assigned equitably by the Board of
Trustees to other participating states from which there are„
qualified applicants for admission. A participating state receiving!®
a student space allocation in addition to its allotment shall pay
pro rata additional operating costs for such space allocations as it
utilizes.

178
179
180
181
182
183
184
185
186
187
188
189 (c) The Board of Trustees is authorized to fix the amounts of

student tuition and fees as well as charges for referral and
diagnostic services provided by the College, and to enter into
contracts and to receive income therefrom. In the event of
contracts involving the admission and instruction of students who
are residents of states not participating in the College, NEBHEis
hereby designated as the contract negotiator on behalf of the
College, and payments under such contracts shall be processed in
the same manner as specified in Section 3 (c) of this Act. Income
from these sources shall be used as operating funds of the College.

190
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192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199 Section 45. It is the intent of the Commonwealth that, subject

to the specific provisions of this Act, preference be accorded in
admissions to and services from the College to participating states
and their residents. Nevertheless, it is recognized that cir-
cumstances may arise in which capacity is available to
accommodate nonresidents and that such accommodation may
also benefit students from the participating states by encouraging
reciprocal availability for them of educational opportunities in
other states. To these ends, the Board of Trustees may admit
students and otherwise provide for services from the College for
residents of non-participating states. NEBHE shall be the agen‘s
of the College in negotiating contracts and arrangements for such
non-resident admissions and services in the same manner as it
negotiates contracts for other non-resident student placements.
However, any contracts relating to student places or other
services at or to be furnished by the College shall require the
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approval of the Board of Trustees and subscription on behalf of
the College in such manner as the Board of Trustees may direct.
The Board of Trustees may not make arrangements or provide
for the admission of any students from nonparticipating states
unless all available students’ spaces have first been offered to
participating states and not filled by qualified students from them
in accordance with the provisions of this Act.

215
216
217
218
219
220
221
222 Section 46. The Board of Trustees shall:

423 1. appoint the chief executive officer of the College.
224 2. provide for the employment of such additional personnel as

may be necessary or appropriate for the conduct of its
responsibilities, including the administrative, instructional, and
other personnel engaged in the operation of the College.

225
226
227
228 3. adopt and from time-to-time alter personnel policies for the

Regional Institution Division and the College.229
230 Section 47. The Board of Trustees shall adopt regulations for

the administration of the College and bylaws for the complete
conduct of its business and to supplement this Act and the
provisions of the Compact, provided that nothing in such
regulations or bylaws may be inconsistent with any provisions of
this Act or the Compact. Neither the regulations nor bylaws nor
any amendment or revision thereof shall be adopted, except on
due notice to each member of the Board of Trustees and the
Executive Secretary of NEBHE. NEBHE shall be accorded
reasonable opportunity to comment thereon prior to action of the
Board of Trustees.

231
232
233
234
235
236
237
238
239
240
241 Section 48. Anything in this Act to the contrary notwithstand-

ing, NEBHE shall proceed with such preparatory work as may
be appropriate to make the Regional Institution Division and
College operational. Upon the establishment of the Board of
Trustees and the qualification of its members, NEBHE and the
Board of Trustees shall arrange for the assumption by the latter
of the responsibilities conferred upon the Board of Trustees by
this Act. NEBHE shall transfer to the Board of Trustees any
functions or powers conferred on said Board by this Act when the
Board of Trustees so requests.

242
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«
249
250
251 Section 49. In the event that one or more of the New England

states do not elect to participate in the original support of the252
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253 College but subsequently notify NEBHE of their desire to
participate, NEBHE shall, in consultation with the Board of
Trustees, arrange for such participation in such a manner as to
provide for said state or states paying an equitable share of the
previously incurred capital and current operating costs of the
College, and concurrently, being accorded equitable use of the
College on the same basis as is accorded each other participating
state. The proceeds of any payment, on account of previously
incurred capital costs, made pursuant to this Section shall be
distributed to the other participating states in proportion to the
total amounts of their previous contributions to the capital costs
of the college.

2 54
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258
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263
'’64

Section 50. (a) If any state discontinues its participation in
the College, it is the intent that the rights and obligations of the
withdrawing state shall be determined by negotiation between
NEBHE, the Board of Trustees and such state. Any adjustments
or settlements made as a result of such negotiations shall be
implemented by NEBHE, the Regional Institution Division and
all other affected parties. However, no withdrawing state shall
receive any settlement or return of funds or property that would
substantially impair the viability of the College or its ability to
continue providing programs in veterinary medical education for
the benefit of the remaining participating states and students
therefrom.
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(b) If the College ceases to operate for any reason, the
disposition of its assets shall be determined by negotiation among
the parties in interest.

11l
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Section 51. This Act shall take effect when any three or more
of the other states party to the Compact pursuant to which
NEBHE functions have enacted legislation substantially similar
to this Act.
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