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HOUSE No. 2067
By Mr. Matrango of North Adams, petition of Frank J. Matrango

for legislation to make certain changes in the school building
assistance program. Education.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six

An Act further amending the state school building assistance
PROGRAM.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 SECTION 1. The first paragraph of section Bof chapter 645 of
2 the acts of 1948 is hereby amended by striking out the first
3 sentence and inserting in place thereof the following two
4 sentences:— Forthwith upon receipt of an application under the
5 provisions of section seven, the obard of education shall examine
6 such application and any facts, estimates or other information
7 relative thereto, and shall determine whether the proposed
8 construction is in the best interests of the commonwealth and the
9 city, town, regional school district or county, with respect to its

10 site, type of construction, sufficiency of accommodations, and
11 otherwise. In determining whether the proposed construction is in
12 the best interests of the commonwealth, the said board shall
13 consider the availability of funds under section eight A, the order
14 of priorities under section eight B and the construction
15 procedures and standards under section eight C.

1 SECTION 2. The third paragraph of said section Bof siad
2 chapter 645 is hereby amended by adding the following
3 sentence:— Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter
4 to the contrary, any income received as the result of the
5 investment of the proceeds of bonds or notes which have been
6 issued on account of any shcool project approved under this
7 chapter shall be deducted from the final approved cost of the
8 project.
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1 SECTION 3. Said chapter 645 is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 8 the following sections;--
3 Section BA. In approving any school projects as defined in
4 section five, the state board of education shall determine the
5 amount of the first annual estimated payments to be made to the
6 cities, towns, regional school districts and counties as a result of
7 the approval of such projects. The aggregate amount of such first
8 annual estimated payments of all such projects approved in any
9 one fiscal year, commencing with the fiscal year beginning on

10 July first, nineteen hundred and seventy-five shall not exceed
11 million dollars, and in approving such projects, the
12 determination by said board that the aggregate amount of such
13 first annual estimated payments do not exceed said amount shall
14 be final.
15 In each fiscal year, commencing with the fiscal year beginning
16 on July first, nineteen hundred and seventy-six, there shall be
17 appropriated on account of the provisions of this chapter three
18 separate items in accordance with the following clauses: (1) the
19 amount of million dollars to provide for the first annual
20 payments on any school projects approved on or after July first,
21 nineteen hundred and seventy-five, provided that any portion of
22 the said appropriation which is not required to be used for such
23 first annual payments shall be carried over to each succeeding
24 fiscal year for the aforesaid purposes, notwithstanding any
25 provision of law or regulation to the contrary, (2) the amount
26 required for annual payments to be made in the fiscal year on
27 account of school projects approved by the state board of
28 education prior to July first, nineteen hundred and seventy-five
29 and all other projects approved after said date on which the first
30 annual payment has been made, (3) the amount required for
31 payments in the fiscal year on account of grants and reim-
-32 bursements (a) for educational, engineering and architectural
33 services for regional school districts as set forth in section six, (b)
34 for surveys made of school building needs and conditions as set
35 forth in section six A and (c) for matching stabilization fund
35 payments as set forth in the next to last paragraph of section nine.
37 Section 88. The state board of education shall approve school
3g projects and reimbursements under this chapter in accordance
39 with the following order of priorities: first priority shall be given
40 to school projects needed in the judgment of said board to remedy
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41 the effects of a disaster or to comply with the requirements of a
42 court order or an order of the board made after a hearing held
43 under the provisions of chapter thirty A of the general laws or to
44 accommodate increases in pupil enrollment; second priority shall
45 be given to school projects needed in the judgment of the board to
46 replace unsafe school buildings; and third priority shall be given
47 to school projects needed in the judgment of the board to meet
48 other urgent education proposes, including the replacement or

rehabilitation of obsolete school buildings or parts thereof. The
50 board may defer its approval or disapproval of any project
51 application for more than ninety days from receipt of the project
52 application if such deferral is necessary for the effective
53 implementation of the provisions of this section. The board may
54 issue regulations to define the procedures pursuant to which the
55 priorities established by this section will be implemented.
56 Section BC. In order to maximize the cost effective production
57 of efficient and creative school projects the state board of
58 eduction shall require that every school project conform to the
59 following standards and procedures: First, that the applicant fully
60 consider all available options for satisfying the described need,
61 including rental or acquisition and any necessary rehabilitation or
62 usage modification of any existing building which could be made
63 available for school use; second, that the applicant’s site selection
64 is based on cost and environmental factors including an
65 awareness of soil conditions and their probable effect on
66 foundation and site development costs, transportation effects,
67 dislocation of site occupants and relationship to other ommunity
68 facilities; third, that the applicant enter into contracts, using
69 forms satisfactory to the state board of education, for such
70 competent architectural, engineering and other services as may be

1 required; fourth, that procedures satisfactory to the state board of
education are followed by the applicant throughout the planning

v, and construction of the project such as will assure maximum
T 4 attention to the cost effects of program and design decisions,
75 materials and systems selections. The state board of education
76 shall promulgate regulations for the implementation of the

requirements of this paragraph
78 The state board of education shall issue annually, on or before
79 the first day of July, minimum program standards and cost
80 standards for all proposed school projects. These stanc
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take into account the type and location of a proposed school (
project. The program standards shall define minimum space
requirements for each specified program activity eligible for state
financial assistance. The minimum program standards shall,
in the judgment of the state board of education, be at least in
conformity with the minimum requirements of state law and shall
also reflect consideration of cost effects, prevailing educational
standards in the commonwealth and the needs of efficient and
creative school projects. The cost standards shall be based on
price experience of recently completed and recently bid shcool
projects, taking into account the cost effectiveness of design,
construction and programming techniques utilized in such school
projects. For the purpose of calculating the state construction
grant under section nine, the estimated approved cost and the
final approved cost for a school project shall not exceed the cost
that would result if the project conformed to minimum program
standards and minimum unit costs. The provisions of this section
shall not be deemed to preclude a city, town, regional school
district or county from including in an approved school project
such facilities or design as it determines, in addition to those
required to conform to minimum program standards and
minimum unit costs, provided, however, that the cost of such
additional facilities and design shall not be included in the
estimated approved cost and final approved cost on the basis of
which the state construction grant is calculated.
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SECTION 4. The first sentence of the paragrph following
clause (d) of section 9 of said chapter 645 is hereby amended by
striking out the words “and the payments hereinabove provided
for shall begin in the calendar year in which the first payment of
principal on account of such indebtedness shall become due and
payable” and inserting in place thereof the following words;
and the payments hereinabove provided for shall begin in the
fiscal year next following the fiscal year in which the construction
of such project has been commenced.
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SECTION 5. Clause (a) of the first paragraph of section 9 of
said chapter 645, as appearing in section 18 of chapter 492 of the
acts of 1974, is hereby amended by adding at the end the

9

3



HOUSE No. 20671976] 5

4 following words: —, and provided further, that the said
5 percentage range from fifty to sixty-five per cent shall not be
6 applied to any part of the approved cost which consists of
7 interest, as defined in the second sentence of section seven; and
8 notwithstanding any provision of general or special law to the
9 contrary, in determining the grant for such interest, the

10 percentage to be applied to said interest shall be the same
11 percentage as the school aid percentage to which the city or town

4 12 is entitled under the provisions of chapter seventy of the General
13 Laws for the distribution of funds under said chapter seventy in
14 the fiscal year in which the school project is approved.

1 SECTION 6. Clause (b) of said first paragraph of said section
2 9 of said chapter 645, as so appearing, is hereby amended by
3 adding the following sentence;— Notwithstanding any provision
4 of this section to the contrary, the percentage ranges from sixty to
5 seventy-five per cent and from fifty to sixty-five per cent shall not
6 be applied to any part of the approved cost which consists of
7 interest, as defined in the second sentence of section seven; and
8 notwithstanding any provision of general or special law to the
9 contrary, in determining the grant for such interest, the

10 percentage to be applied to said interest shall be the same
11 percentage to which the regional school district is entitled under
12 the definition of “regional school aid percentage” as appearing in
13 paragraph (b) of section sixteen D of chapter seventy-one of the
14l General Laws, for the year in which the distribution of funds
15 under said section sixteen D is made.
16

1 SECTION 7. Section 10 of said chapter 645 is hereby
2 repealed.

1 SECTION 8. The provisions of sections eight Band eight Cof
2 said chapter six hundred and forty-five of the acts of nineteen
3 hundred and forty-eight, inserted by section three of this act, shall
4 not apply to school projects approved after the effective date of
5 this act if the applications for approval thereof were presented to
6 the state board of education between November twenty-fifth,
7 nineteen hundred and seventy-five and February twenty-eighth,

' 8 nineteen hundred and seventy-six.
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SECTION 9. The words “school building assistance commis-
sion” and “commission” as appearing in said chapter six hundred
and forty-five of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-eight, as
amended, wherever applicable shall be deemed to mean the “state
board of education”.

SECTION 10. This act shall take effect on its passage
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