
HOUSE 2569
By Mr. Melia of Boston, petition of John F. Melia and Michael F.

Flaherty that tax assessors be allowed to employ different methods in
determining the full fair cash value of property. Taxation.

QTfjc Commontoealtf) of iUasgadjufiette

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six

An Act to allow assessors to employ different methods in
DETERMINING THE FULL FAIR CASH VALUE OF PROPERTY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as
follows:

1 Section 38 of Chapter 59 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking the existing section in its entirety and
3 inserting in place thereof the following section:
4 The assessors of each city and town shall at the time appointed
5 therefor make a fair cash valuation of all the estate, real and
6 personal, subject to taxation therein, based on one or a
7 combination of all generally accepted methods for determining
8 values of such property, including a comparison of sales prices,
9 capitalization of income and replacement cost less depreciation.

10 Commencing in 1976, the assessors of each city and town shall
11 annually prior to June first, submit to the commission a
12 description of the method or combination of methods which they
13 propose to use in making said fair cash valuation on January first
14 in the following year. Before September first, the Commission
15 may make recommendations to the assessors for revising the
16 method or combination of methods which they propose to use. If
17 the assessors do not accept the commission’s recommendations,
'8 they may appeal to the appeallate tax board prior to November
19 first. Every such appeal shall be decided by the board before

20 March first. If the board fails to act upon an appeal within said
21 time, it shall be deemed to be a denial of such appeal. The
22 decision of the board shall be final.
23 In cities, the assessors may, in any year, divide the city into24 convenient assessment districts.
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