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By Mr. Serra of Boston, petition ofEmanuel G. Serra for legislation
to improve the quality of thoroughbred horse racing and to regulate
further the taxation of such racing. Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight

An Act to improve the quality of thoroughbred horse racing

AND TO REGULATE FURTHER THE TAXATION OF SUCH RACING.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
2 its purpose, which is to improve the quality of thoroughbred horse
3 racing and to regulate further the taxation of suchracing; therefore
4 it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the
5 immediate preservation of the public convenience.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in
General Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as

follows:

•1 SECTION 1. The third paragraph of section sof chapter 128A
2 is hereby further amended so that the said paragraph shall read as
3 follows:
4 No other place or method of betting, pool making, wagering or
5 gambling shall be used or permitted by the licensee, nor shall this
6 chapter be deemed to authorize or legalize the pari-mutuel or
7 certificate system of wagering on any races except horse and dog
8 races at the track where such pari-mutuel or certificate system of
9 wagering is conducted. Each licensee conducting a racing meeting

10 shall become the custodian or depository for such sums as may be
11 deposited with such licensee by patrons as wagers on the speed or
12 ability of any one or more horses or dogs in a race or races and such
13 licensee shall be responsible for such sums so deposited and shall
14 return to the winning patrons so wagering on the speed or ability of
15 any one or more horses or dogs in a race or races all sums so
16 deposited as an award or dividend, according to the acknowledged
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17 and recognized rules and method under which such such pari-
-18 mutuel or certificate system has been operated, less the breaks, as
19 defined in this section, and less an amount not to exceed nineteen
20 per cent of the total amount so deposited by the patrons wagering
21 on the speed or ability of running horses except at a state or county
22 fair, and eighteen per cent of the total amount so deposited by the
23 patrons wagering on the speed or ability of harness horses or of
24 dogs except at a state or county fair, and less the so-called breaks,
25 as defined in this section.

1 SECTION 2. The fourth paragraph of section 5 of chapter
2 128Aof the General Laws is hereby further amended so that the
3 said paragraph shall read as follows:
4 Each person licensed to conduct a running horseracing meeting,
5 other than a licensee h olding aracing meeting in connection witha
6 state or county fair, shall pay to the commission on the day
7 following each day of such horse racing meeting, a sum equal to six
§ per cent of the total amount deposited on the preceding day by the
9 patrons wagering at such meeting, said percentage to be paid from

10 the nineteen per cent withheld, as provided in this section from the
11 total amount wagered.
12 Each licensee conducting a running horse racing meeting, other
13 than a licensee holding a racing meeting in connection with a state
14 or county fair, shall allocate a sum equal to six percent of the total
15 amount deposited daily by the patrons wagering at such
16 meeting, said percentage to be used for the payment of purses and
17 other commitments to the horsemen in accordance with the rules
18 and established customs of conducting running horse racing
19 meetings and said six per cent is to be paid from the nineteen per
20 cent withheld, as provided in this section from the total amount
21 wagered. On an after the effective date of this act the payment of all
22 purses and other commitments to the horsemen is to be computed
23 in accordance with the provisions of this section.
24 Each licensee may retain as his commission on the total of all
25 sums so deposited, in addition to his share of the breaks as
26 hereinafter provided, a sum not exceeding the balance of the
27 nineteen per cent withheld as provided in this section from the total
28 amount wagered after deducting therefrom the amount, six per
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29 cent, hereinbefore required to be paid to the commission and after
30 deducting therefrom the amount, six per cent, required to be paid
31 by the preceding paragraph for purses and other commitments to
32 the horsemen at running horse racing meetings, provided howe
33 that of the balance of seven per cent retained as the licensee’s
34 commission, exclusive of the breaks, a sum equivalent to one per
35 cent of the totalamount wagered daily shall be deposited in a fund
36 to be known as the “Race Track Improvement Fund.” The said
37 fund is to be deposited in a bank or banks approved by the State
38 Racing Commission.
39 The payment shall be accompanied by a statement of the licensee
40 or its duly authorized agent under oath, with a copy being sent to
41 the State and Commission, showing the amount of money wagered
42 each day and the computation of the ta
43 In order to qualify for this additional increase the association
44 must provide full details of the capital improvements in the form of
45 a commission approved application and set forth theapproximate
46 costs and expenses incurred in connection herewith, according to
47 generally accepted accounting principles. In determining whether
48 to approve an application, the Commission shall consider whether
49 the capital improvement will promote safety, convenience and
50 comfort of the racing public and horse owners and generally tend
51 towards the improvement of racing in this state.
52 The “Race Track Improvement Fund” will be disbursed to the
53 licensee on a bi-monthly basis within a reasonable amount of time
54 after the Commission has approved the application.
55 As used in this section, “Capital Improvements” means an
56 addition, replacement, or remodeling of a structural unit, in
57 addition to all maintenance and repair items, for example:
58 electrical, plumbing, parking lots and roads, turf and flat truck,
59 track equipment, major painting projects, carpentry, landscaping,
60 elevators, escalators, stables and any items not mentioned above
61 that would benefit the public and increase revenues to the state.

1 SECTION 3. This act shall take full effect at the time and on the
2 date when approved and signed by the Governor.

SECTION 4. The provisions of section one and two of chapter
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2 852 of the Acts of 1975 insofar as the same shall be inconsistent
3 with the provisions of this act, are hereby repealed.
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