
HOUSE 1269

By Mr. Buffone of Worcester, petition of Paul Guzzi (Secretary of
the Commonwealth) and Charles J. Buffone for legislation to establish
a paperwork control commission in the Department of the State
Secretary. State Administration.

®fjc Commontoealtf) of MaiiacifuitUi
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

An Act establishing a paperwork control commission in the
OFFICE OF THE STATE SECRETARY.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 9of the General Laws is hereby amended by inserting
2 after Section 29 thereof the following;
3 Section 30. There shall be in the department of the State
4 Secretary a paperwork control commission consisting of the State
5 Secretary, the Commissioner of Administration, the Supervisor of
6 Public Records, or their designees, one person appointed by the
7 State Secretary from a list of three nominees submitted by the
8 Massachusetts Chamber of Commerce and one person appointed
9 by the Governor from the general public. The State Secretary or

10 his designee shall act as chairman. The members ofthe commission
11 shall serve without compensation but shall be reimbursed for
12 actual expenses incurred by them in the performance of their
13 duties. The commission shall study and investigate practices and
14 procedures of state and local government and governmental
15 authorities relating to information collection, processing and
16 dissemination and the management and control of these
17 information activities. The commission shall consider the nature

(!8 and extent of existing requirements for information, the nature
19 and extent of management and control over the determination of

20 information needs and methods of information collection,
21 processing and dissemination, the nature and extent to which state
22 and local government and governmental authorities cooperate
23 with each other and with federal and private agencies and
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24 organizations in collecting, processing and disseminating informa-
?s tion and such other related matters as the commission shall
26 determine. The commission shall prepare recommendations for
27 changes in existing laws, ordinances, policies, rules, regulations,
28 procedures and practices that would (a) assure that needed
29 information is collected on an efficient and economic basis (b)
30 minimize the burden imposed by information reporting re-
-31 quirements on private citizens and on private and public agencies
32 and organizations (c) guarantee appropriate standards of
33 confidentiality for information collected (d) assure that informa-
-34 tion is processed and disseminated in a manner that will maximize
35 its usefulness (e) eliminate unnecessary collection and reduce
36 duplication in the collection of information by state and local
37 government and governmental authorities and by federal and
38 private agencies and organizations and (f) reduce and control the
39 amount and cost of paperwork associated with the information
40 activities of state and local government and governmental
41 authorities. Within two years ofthe date of the first meeting of the
42 commission, the commission shall make a final report of its
43 findings and recommendations to the General Court and to the
44 Governor. The commission may make such interim reports and
45 recommendations as it deems advisable. Each department, agency,
46 instrumentality and officer and state and local government and
47 governmental authority is authorized and directed to furnish to the
48 commission, upon request of the chairman, such data, reports and
49 other information as the commission finds necessary to carry out
50 its functions under this section. Ninety days after the submission of
51 the final report provided for in this section, the commission shall
52 cease to exist.


