
. No. 2186HOUSE
I

By Mr. DeNucci of Newton, petition of A. Joseph DeNucci and
other members of the House for legislation to restrict the use ofpsychotropic drugs on elderly persons in nursing homes. Human
Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 111 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting the following section after section 72E:
3 The use of any psychotropic drug on the elderly in nursing
4 homes or charitable homes for the aged is subjected to the
5 following restrictions:
6 1)No person shall administer or cause to be administered to any
7 person over the age of 60 years any psychotropic drug unless;
8 a) a licensed doctor of internal medicine, but not a psychiatrist,
9 determines beyond reasonable doubt and attests under penalty of

10 perjury that the elderly person is in medical need of the
11 psychotropic drug;
12 b) the elderly person is fully informed of the side effects of the
13 psychotropic drug and signs a witnessed request for the
14 psychotropic drug treatment himself. Such request shall be
15 witnessed by a guardian or relative or medical doctor but not by a
16 psychiatrist.
17 As used in this section, psychotropic drug has the following
18 meaning; Any drug capable of causing mind-altering effects,
19 including antipsychotics, antidepressants, sedative-hypnotics and
20 tranquilizers.
21 Section 72G. The use of electroconvulsive therapy and psy-
-22 chosurgery is hereby prohibited on persons 60 years of age and
23 over residing in nursing homes or charitable homes for the aged.
24 As used in this section, electroconvulsive therapy has the

®fjc Commontocaltf) of iflaftsacfnusette

An Act restricting the use of certain treatments on elderly.



HOUSE No. 2186 [January 1978]2

25 following meaning; The use of electrical stimulation of the brain to
26 produce grand mal seizures.
27 As used in this section, psychosurgery has the following
28 meaning: The surgical removal or destruction of healthy brain
29 tissue for the purpose of altering behavior.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 123 of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by inserting the following section after section 23:
3 The use of psychotropic drugs on the elderly in state facilities for
4 the mentally ill are hereby subjected to the following restrictions:
5 I) No person shall administer or cause to be administered to any
6 person over the age of 60 in state facilities for the mentally ill any
7 psychotropic drug unless;
8 a) a licensed doctor of internal medicine, but not a psychiatrist,
9 determines beyond reasonable doubt that the elderly person is in

10 medical need of the psychotropic drug;
11 b) the elderly person is fully informed of the side effects ofthe
12 psychotropic drug and the reason it is being given and signs a
13 witnessed request for the psychotropic drug himself. Such request
14 shall be witnessed by a guardian or relative or medical doctor, but
15 not by a psychiatrist.
16 As used in this section, psychotropic drug has the following
17 meaning; Any drug capable of causing mind-altering effects,
18 including antipsychotics, antidepressants, sedative-hypnotics and
19 tranquilizers.
20 The use of electroconvulsive therapy and psychosurgery is
21 hereby prohibited on persons 60 years of age and over in state
22 facilities for the mentally ill.
23 As used in this section, electroconvulsive therapy has the
24 following meaning: The use of electrical stimulation of the brain to
25 produce grand mal seizures.
26 As used in this section, psychosurgery has the following
27 meaning: The surgical removal or destruction of health brain tissue
28 for the purpose of altering behavior.
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