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By Mr. Flaherty of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts Police

Association and Michael F. Flaherty that police officers be authorized
to arrest without a warrant certain persons caught in the act of stealing
property in the presence of police officers. The Judiciary.

®be Commontocalrt) of iHlagsadjugetW

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 28, of Chapter 276, of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out said section 28, as amended by the Acts of
3 1949, and inserting in place thereof, the following:
4 Section 28. Arrest Without Warrant. Any officer authorized to
5 serve criminal process may arrest without a warrant and detain a
6 person found by him in the act of stealing property in his presence
7 regardless of the value of the property stolen, and may likewise
8 arrest a person without the issuance of a warrant based upon prob-
-9 able cause that such person has committed larceny, regardless of
10 the value of the property alleged to be stolen. A police officer may
11 arrest and detain a person charged with a misdemeanor without
12 having a warrant for such arrest in his possession, if he shall have
13 actual knowledge that a warrant then in full force and effect for the
14 arrest of a person charged with a misdemeanor has in fact issued,
15 and may arrest any person without the issuance of a warrant for
10 any misdemeanor committed in his presence, if such person or
*2 persons refuse, upon demand of such officer to properly identify

themselves so that they may be summoned to court for such offense
by such officer.

An Act providing for an arrest without a warrant for certain
OFFENSES.
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