
No. 2102HOUSE
By Mrs. Gray of Framingham, petition of Barbara E. Gray and

another relative to the taxation of lands retained in a natural state or
used for recreational purposes. Taxation.

An Act relative to the taxation of lands retained in a natural
STATE OR USED FOR RECREATIONAL PURPOSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority ofthe same, asfollows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 61 of the General Laws is hereby amend-
-2 ed by inserting after Chapter 61A the following new Chapter 618.

3

5 It is hereby declared to be in the public interest to encourage the
6 preservation of open space in the state by providing a healthful and
7 attractive outdoor environment for work and recreation of the
8 state’s citizens, by maintaining the character of the state’s
9 landscape, and by conserving the land, water, forest, and wildlife
10 resources. It is further declared to be in public interest to prevent
11 the conversion of open space to more intensive use by the pressure
12 of property taxation at values incompatible with open space usage,

with a minimum disturbance of the concept of ad valorem
'4 taxation. The means for encouraging preservation of open space
'3 authorized by this chapter is the assessment of land value for
16 property taxation purposes on the basis of current use.
17 Section 2. Open space lands defined
18 Land shall be deemed to be open space land if it is retained in
19 substantially a natural, wild, open or landscaped condition in such

fEfje Commontoealtf) of iflasteaclniSctte

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine

CHAPTER 618.

4 Section 1. Declaration ofPublic Interest
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20 a manner as to allow the preservation of wildlife and other natural
21 resources, including but not limited to ground or surface water
22 resources, clean air, vegetatation, rare or endangered species,
23 geologic features, high quality soils, and scenic resources.
24 Open space lands shall include but not be limited to the
25 following:
26 Wild land: any unimproved land upon which there are no
27 structures or other uses which substantially interfere with the
28 natural ecological processes;
29 Wetlands: any wetland as defined in Chapter 131, Section 40 and
30 the regulations promulgated thereunder;
31 Zoned or Master Plan Open Space: any currently undeveloped
32 or unoccupied land that is designated by a town or city in its master
33 plan, zoning map, or growth policy, or by a conservation
34 commission in a town or city open space plan;
35 Land under Conservation Restriction: land subject to perma-
-36 nent and temporary conservation restrictions, for a minimum of
37 ten (10) years under General Laws, Chapter 184, Section 31-33.
38 Land shall also be deemed to be open space land which is used
39 for recreational uses which do not materially interfere with the
40 environmental benefits which are derived from said land. For the
41 purpose of this Chapter, the term recreational uses shall be limited
42 to the following; hiking, bird-watching, nature study and
43 observation, canoeing, horseback riding (not including horse
44 racing), golfing, skiing, hunting, fishing, swimming, picnicking,
45 and camping.
46 Section 3. Value of Open Space Land
47 For general property tax purposes, the value of land classified as
48 open space under the provisions of this chapter, shall be its current
49 use value. The board of assessors shall appraise such open space
50 land at valuations based upon the current use values established by
51 the open space valuation advisory commission pursuant to section
52 five and guided by its personal knowledge, judgment and
53 experience as to local land values. The assessors shall support with
54 written evidence any valuations of classified open space land which
55 depart from the range of values published pursuant to section five.
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56 Section 4. Inclusion of contiguous land under same ownership
57 For general property tax purposes, classified open space shall be
58 deemed to include such contiguous land under the same ownership
59 as is not committed to residential, industrial or commercial or
60 other non-qualifying uses and which is covered by application
61 submitted pursuant to section 6. Land shall be deemed contiguous
62 if it is separated from other land under the same ownership only by
63 a public or private way or waterway.
64 Land under the same ownership shall be deemed contiguous if it
65 is connected to other land under the same ownership by an
66 easement for water supply.
67 Section 5. Open space valuation advisory commission;
68 Membership; Duty to Establish Criteria and a Range of Values for
69 Open Space Land; Public Hearings
70 There is hereby created an open space valuation advisory
71 commission, the members of which shall be the commissioner of
72 revenue, the commissioner of fisheries, wildlife and recreational
73 vehicles, the director of the coastal zone management program, the
74 director of conservation services, ortheir respective designees, and
75 five (5) persons to be appointed by the governor, one (1) of whom
76 shall be a representative of the Massachusetts Association of
77 Conservation Commissions, one (1) of whom shall be a
78 representative of the Massachusetts Golf Association, one (I) of
79 whom shall be a representative of the Massachusetts Audubon
80 Society or other statewide environmental organization, one (1) of
81 whom shall be a member of a board of assessors, and one of whom
82 shall be an expert in appraisal of real property. The commission
83 shall annually elect one (1) of its members as chairperson, and shall
84 meet from time to time at the call of any of the above named
85 commissioners, and may make such recommendations as it finds
86 appropriate.
87 The commission shall establish a schedule of criteria for land to
88 be classified as open space, and shall, prior to Januaryfirst of each
89 year, determine, for application during the ensuing tax year, a
90 range of values on a per acre basis for each of the several
91 classifications of land in open space use in the commonwealth. The
92 annual list of value ranges so determined shall be published by the
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93 commissioner of revenue and shall be mailed by him/her to the
94 board of assessors of each city and town in the commonwealth no
95 later than February first of each year. The commission shall issue
96 such regulations as are necessary to implement a classitied open
97 space program.
98 In determining such ranges in value, the commission shall
99 consider that value which such land has for the preservation of

100 wildlife and other natural resources and environmental benefits,
101 any added economic value or income produced from the
102 management of the land, whether or not public access without
103 entrance fee is permitted, and whether or not the land is subject to
104 permanent restriction of use or development rights.
105 The commission shall annually in November hold a public
106 hearing, and such other hearings at other times as it deems
107 necessary.
108 The commission may expend such sums as may be appropriated
109 for the purposes of securing data for use in determinations by said
110 commission and for expenses incurred in the administration ofthis
111 Chapter.
112 Section 6. Annual Determinations of Eligibility; Application
113 Made to Board of Assessors
114 Eligibility of land for valuation, assessment and taxation
115 pursuant to section four shall be determined separately for each
116 tax year. Application therefor shall be submitted to the board of
117 assessors of each city or town in which such land is situated not
118 later than October first of the year preceding each tax year for
119 which such valuation, assessment and taxation are being sought
120 and may not thereafter be withdrawn. Application shall be made
121 on a form prescribed by the commissioner of revenue and provided
122 for the use of claimants by said board of assessors. Suchform shall
123 provide for the reporting of information pertinent to the
124 provisions of this chapter and for certification by the applicant that
125 he will immediately notify the board ofassessors in writing of any
126 subsequently developing circumstance within his control or
127 knowledge which may cause a change in use of the land covered by
128 such form prior to October first next following. Any application
129 submitted under this section and covering leased land shall be
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130 accompanied by a written statement signed by any lessee ot his
131 intent to use such land for the purposes set forth in said
132 application. A certification by a land-owner that the information
133 set forth in his application is true may be prescribed by said
134 commissioner to be in lieu of a sworn statement to that effect. An

135 application so certified shall be considered as if made under oath
136 and subject to the same penalties as provided by law for perjury.
137 (1973, 1118, Section 1.)
13g Section 7. Effect of Change in Use ofLand Maintained as Open
139 Space
140 If a change in use of land maintained as open space as defined in
141 Section 2 occurs between October first and December thirty-first
142 of the year preceding the tax year, the board of assessors shall
143 disallow or nullify the application filed under authority of section
144 six, and, after examination and inquiry, shall determine the full
145 and fair value of said land under the valuation standard applicable
146 to other land and shall assess the same according to such value. If,
147 notwithstanding such change of use the land is valued, assessed
148 and taxed under the provisions of this chapter in the ensuing year,
149 upon notice thereof said board shall enter an assessment and the
150 amount of the increased tax resulting from such assessment, as an
151 added assessment and tax against such land, in the “Omitted list”
152 for the particular year involved in the manner prescribed in section
153 seventy-five of chapter fifty-nine. The amount of the added
154 assessment shall be equal to the difference, if any, between the
155 assessment imposed under this chapter and the assessment which
156 would have been imposed had the land been valued and assessed as
157 other land. The enforcement and collection of additional taxes
158 resulting from any additional assessment so imposed shall be as
159 provided by said chapter fifty-nine.
160 Section 8. Effect of Program of Revaluation for Next
161 Succeeding Tax Year on Application
162 In any city or town in which a program of revaluation of all
163 property therein has been or shall be undertaken and completed in
164 time to be reflected in the assessments for the next succeeding tax
165 year but not in sufficient time to permit landowners to make
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application prior to October first of the pre-tax year tor the
valuation, assessment and taxation of their lands for the ensuing
tax year on the basis of being maintained in open space use any
such application which has been or shall be filed with the board of
assessors after October first and not more than thirty days
following the mailing of the tax bill containing the new valuation
shall be deemed to have been timely made for the tax year of the
revaluation program, notwithstanding any provision of this
chapter to the contrary. If such application is approved and the
lands qualify for valuation, assessment and taxation as lands
maintained in open space use in the ensuing tax year, that portion
of any tax assessed for such year which is in excess of the tax which
would have been assessed on such lands had such application been
timely made and approved shall be abated.

166
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178
179
180 Section 9. Disallowance of Application: Recording of Lien

Statement; Release of Liens; Termination of Valuation as Open
Space Land

181
182
183 An application for valuation, assessment and taxation of land

under the provisions of this chapter shall be allowed or disallowed
by the board of assessors of the city or town in which such land is
located within three months of the filing thereof. An application
for valuation, assessment and taxation of land under the
provisions of this chapter shall be disallowed by the board of
assessors of the city or town in which such land is located if, in their
judgement such land, in whole or in part, does not qualify
thereunder. If any board of assessors shall determine that any
application pursuant to this chapter is submitted for the purpose of
evading payment of full and proper taxes, such board shall be and
hereby is authorized to disallow such application. The failure of a
board of assessors to allow or disallow any such application within
three months following the filing thereof, shall be deemed an
allowance of such application. The board of assessors shall, within
ten days of an allowance, or disallowance, send written notice of
such allowance, or disallowance, by certified mail to the landowner
applicant and shall set forth therein the reason or reasons for
disallowance together with a statement advising the landowner of
his right to appeal therefrom as provided in section nineteen of
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203 chapter fifty-nine. In the case of a partial disallowance, the
204 landowner shall be permitted to file an amendment to the original
205 application.
226 With respect to the first application relating to a parcel of land
227 which has been approved, and any subsequent such applications
228 after a lapse of time when such land has not been valued, assessed
229 and taxed under this chapter or after a change ofrecord ownership
230 of such land, the board of assessors shall forthwith cause to be
231 recorded in the registry of deeds of the county or district in which
232 the city or town is situated a statement of their action which shall
233 constitute a lien upon the land covered by such application for such
234 taxes as may be levied under the provisions of this chapter. The
235 statement shall name the owner or owners of record and shall
236 include a description of the land adequate for identification.
237 Unless such a statement is recorded the lien shall not be effective
238 with respect to a bona fide purchaser or other transferee without
239 actual knowledge of such lien. Upon application of any record
240 owner, such liens shall be released by the board of assessors with
241 respect to any parcel of land as provided below in this section upon
242 the applicable facts being established by their records or by
243 affidavits or otherwise.
244 All liens for conveyance tax under section ten, shall be released
245 upon its being so established that no conveyance or change of use
246 by the owner at the time of such release will result in a conveyance
247 tax under said section ten or that any such taxes which have
248 become due have been paid.
249 All liens for roll-back taxes under section eleven, other than roll-
-250 back taxes based on change of use after the date of such release,
251 shall be released upon its being so established that no roll-back
252 taxes have become due or that any such taxes which have become
253 due have been paid.
254 The board of assessors shall also have the power and authority
255 to release any such liens to correct any errors or omissions. Any
256 release under this section shall be recorded with the registry of
257 deeds.
258 When any land which has been valued, assessed and taxed under
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this chapter ceases to be so valued, assessed and taxed the board of
assessors shall forthwith record in the registry of deeds a statement
to that effect which shall include the name of the record owner or
owners, the date when such land ceased to be so valued, assessed
and taxed and a description of the landadequate for identification.

259
260
261
262
263

Section 10. Conveyance Tax on Certain Sales and Changes of
Use of Lands in Classified Open Space Use

264
265

Any land in open space use which is valued, assessed and taxed
under the provisions of this chapter, if sold for other use within a
period of ten years from the date of its acquisition shall be subject
to a conveyance tax applicable to the total sales price of such land,
which tax shall be in addition to such taxes as may be imposed
under any other provision of law. Said conveyance tax shall be at
the following rate: ten per cent if sold within the first five years of
ownership, five per cent if sold within the sixth through tenth year
of ownership. No conveyance tax shall be imposed under the
provisions of this section following the end of the tenth year of
ownership. Said conveyance tax shall be due and payable by the
grantor at the time of transfer of the property by deed or other
instrument of conveyance and shall be payable to the tax collector
of the city or town in which the property is entered upon the tax
list; provided, that, in the case of taking by eminent domain, the
value of the property taken shall be determined in accordance with
the provisions of chapter seventy-nine and the amount of
conveyance tax, if any, shall be added thereto as an added value;
and provided further, that if there is filed with the board of
assessors an affidavit by the purchaser that such land is being
purchased for open space use, no conveyance tax shall be payable
by the seller by reason of such sale, but if such land is not in fact
continued in such use, the purchaser shall be liable for any
conveyance tax that would have been payable on such sale as a sale
for other use.

266
267
268
269
270
271
11l

274
275

276
777

278
279
280
281
282
283
284
285
286
287
288
289
290

A nonexempt transfer subsequent to any exempt transfer or
transfers shall be subject to the provisions of this section. Upon
such nonexempt transfer the date ofacquisition by the grantor, for
purposes of this section, shall be deemed to be the date of the last
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preceding transfer not excluded by the foregoing provisions from
application of this section; except that in the case of transler by a
grantor who has acquired the property from a foreclosing
mortgagee the date of acquisition shall be deemed to be the date of
such acquisition. Ifany tax imposed under this section should not

be paid, the collector of taxes shall have the same powers and be
subject to the same duties with respect to such taxes as in the case of
the annual taxes upon real estate, and the law in regard to the
collection of the annual taxes, to the sale of land for the
nonpayment thereof and to redemption therefrom shall apply to

such taxes, so far as the same are applicable. Any classified open
space land which is valued, assessed and taxed under the
provisions of this chapter, if changed by the owner thereof to

another use within a period of ten years from the date of its
acquisition by said owner, shall be subject to the conveyance tax
applicable hereunder at the time of such change in use as if there
had been an actual conveyance, and the value of such land for the
purpose of determining a total sales price shall be fair market value
as determined by the board of assessors of the city or town involved
for all other property.
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315 Section 11. Roll-Back Taxes on Classified Open Space Un-

dergoing Change in Use: to be Imposed if the Amount Exceeds the
Conveyance Tax as Computed Under Section Ten, Interest
Charged

316
317
318
319 Whenever land which is valued, assessed and taxed under this

chapter no longer qualifies as classified open space land it shall be
subject to additional taxes, hereunder referred to as roll-back
taxes, in the current tax year in which it is disqualified and in such
of the nine immediately preceding tax years in which the land was
so valued, assessed and taxed; provided that such roll-back taxes
shall not be applicable unless the amount thereof as computed
pursuant to this section, exceeds the amount, if any, imposed
under the provisions of section ten and, in such case, the land shall
not be subject to the conveyance tax imposed under said section
ten; and provided, further, that no roll-back taxes shall be
applicable ifthe land involved is purchased for a public purpose by
the city or town in which it is situated. For each year, the roll-back
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332 tax shall be an amount equal to the difference, if any, between the
333 taxes paid or payable in accordance with the provisions of this
334 chapter and the taxes that would have been paid or payable had the
335 land been valued, assessed and taxed without regard to such
336 provisions. If, at the time during a tax year when a change in land
337 use has occurred, the land was not then valued, assessed and taxed
338 under the provisions of this chapter, then such land shall be subject
339 to roll-back taxes only for such of the ten immediately preceding
340 years in which the land was valued, assessed and taxed thereunder.
341 In determining the amount of roll-back taxes on land which has
342 undergone a change in use, the board of assessors shall have
343 ascertained the following for each of the roll-back tax years
344 involved:
345 (a) The full and fair value of such land under the valuation
346 standard applicable to other land in the city or town;
347 (b) The amount of the land assessment for the particular tax
348 year;

349 (c) The amount of the additional assessment on the land for the
350 particular tax year by deducting the amount of the actual
351 assessment on the land for that year from the amount of the land
352 assessment determined under subsection(a); and.
353 (d) The amount of the roll-back tax for that tax year by
354 multiplying the amount of the additional assessment determined
355 under subsection (c) by the general property tax rate of the city or
356 town applicable for that tax year.
357 Interest on roll-back taxes shall be payable, and shall be com-
358 puted at the mean rate of interest charged by commercial lending
359 institutions over the period of the tax roll-back.
360 Section 12. Notice of Intent to Sell or Convert Classified Open
361 Space Land to Other Use; Options to Purchase Granted City or
362 Town
363 Land which is valued, assessed and taxed as classified as open
364 space land under an application filed and approved pursuant to
365 this chapter shall not be sold for or converted to residential,

industrial commercial or other non-qualifying use while so valued,366

assessed and taxed unless the city or town in which such land is367
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located has been notified of intent to sell for or convert to such
other use; provided, however, that the discontinuance of the use of
such land for recreational purposes shall not be deemed a
conversion.

368
369
370
371

For a period of sixty days subsequent to such notification, said
city or town shall have, in the case of intended sale, a first refusal
option to meet a bona fide offer to purchase said land, or, in the
case of intended conversion not involving sale, an option to
purchase said land at full and fair market value to be determined by
impartial appraisal. Such notice of intent shall be sent by the
landowner via certified mail to the mayor and city council of a city,
or to the board of selectmen of a town, to its board of assessors and
to its planning board and conservation commission, if any, and
said option period shall run from the day following the latest date
of deposit of any of such notices in the United States mails. No sale
or conversion of such land shall be consummated unless and until
either said option period shall have expired or the landowner shall
have been notified in writing by the mayor or board of selectmen of
the city or town in question that said option will not be exercised.
Such option may be exercised only by written notice of intention
and recorded with the registry of deeds, within the option period.
An affidavit by a notary public that he has so mailed such a notice
of intent on behalf of a landowner shall conclusively establish the
manner and time of the giving of such notice; and such an affidavit,
and such a notice that the option will not be exercised, shall be
recorded with the registry of deeds. Each such notice of intention,
notice of exercise of the option and notice that the option will not
be exercised shall contain the name ofthe record owner of the land
and a description of the premises so to be sold or converted
adequate for identification thereof; and each such affidavit by a
notary public shall have attached to it a copy of the notice of
intention to which it relates. Such notices of intention shall be
deemed to have been duly mailed to the parties above specified if
addressed to them in care of the town or city clerk; and in the case
of notice to a city council or a board or commission, addressed to it
as such entity. The provisions of this section shall not be applicable
with respect to a mortgage foreclosure sale; but the holder of a
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mortgage shall, at least forty-five days before a foreclosure sale,
send written notice of the time and place of such sale to the parties
and in the manner above provided in this section for notice of
intent to sell or convert, and the giving of such notice may be
established by an affidavit of a notary public as above set forth.

405
406
407
408

409
Section 13 Preferences Granted by Chapter not Dependent

Upon Continuance in Same Owner of Title to Land; When
Liability to Roll-Back Taxes Attaches

410
411
412

Continuance of land valuation, assessment and taxation under
the provisions of this chapter shall depend upon continuance of
such a land in open space uses and compliance with other
requirements of this chapter and not upon continuance in the same
owner of title to such land. Liability toroll-back taxes, determined
pursuant to section eleven shall attach when such land no longer
qualifies as open space land actively and shall be the obligation of
the then owner of the land. For purposesrelating toroll-back taxes
such qualification shall depend on the actual use of such land, and
not on the filing of application under section six for any year.

413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
421
422
423 Section 14. Effect ofSeparation ofLand in Agricultural, etc.,

Use for Other Use424
425 If, by conveyance or otheraction of the owner thereof, a portion

of land which is valued, assessed and taxed under the provisions of
this chapter is separated for a use which does not qualify as open
space, the land so separated shall be subject to liability for
conveyance or roll-back taxes applicable thereto, but such
separation shall not impair the right of the remainder of such land
to continuance of valuation, assessment and taxation thereunder;
provided, that such remaining land continues to qualify.

426
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428
429
430
431
432
433 Section 15. Liability ofLands in Classified Open Space, Usefor

Special Assessments or Betterment Assessments434
435 Land qualifying for valuation, assessment and taxation under

this chapter shall be subject to special assessments or betterment
assessments to such pro rata extent as the service or facility
financed by such assessment is used for improving the recreational
use capability of said land or for the personal benefit of the owner
thereof. Any such assessment may however, upon application, be
suspended during the time the land is in classified open space use,

436
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439
440
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442 excepting recreational uses which would benelit by said better-
-443 ment, and shall become dueand payable as of the date when the use
444 of such land is changed; provided, however, that the interest
445 thereon shall be paid annually.
446 Section 16. Procedures Relative to Assessment and Taxation
447 of Omitted Property Applicable to Roll-Back Taxes
448 The assessment, collection, apportionment and payment over of
449 the roll-back taxes imposed by section eleven shall be governed by
450 the procedures provided for the assessment and taxation of
451 omitted property under section seventy-five of chapter fifty-nine.
452 Such procedures shall apply to each tax year for which roll-back
453 taxes may be imposed notwithstanding the limitation set forth in
454 said chapter fifty-nine with respect to the periods for which
455 omitted property assessments may be imposed. Any person
456 aggrieved by any determination or assessment by the board of
457 assessors under this chapter may within sixty days of the date of
458 notice thereof apply in writing to the assessors for modification or
459 abatement thereof. Any person aggrieved by the refusal of the
460 assessors to modify such a determination or make such an
461 abatement or by their failure to act upon such an application may
462 appeal to the appellate tax board within thirty days after the date
463 of notice of their decision or within three months of the date of the
464 application, whichever date is later. It shall be a condition of such
465 appeal with respect to the annual general property tax that the
466 asserted tax be paid, but no payment shall be required as a
467 condition of such appeal with respect to any asserted conveyance
468 tax or roll-back tax. If any payment of any tax imposed by this
469 chapter should be madeand as the result of any such modification
470 or abatement by the board of assessors or decision by the appellate
47 1 tax board it shall appeal that any such tax has been overpaid, such
472 excess payment shall be reimbursed by the town treasurer with
473 interest at the rate of six per cent per annum from time of payment.
474 Collection of any conveyance or roll-back taxes, by sale or taking
475 or otherwise, may be stayed by the appellate tax board while any
476 such appeal is pending. Any partial payment of the asserted tax
477 that may be required by the appellate tax board in connection with
478 such stay shall not exceed one half of the asserted tax.
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479 Section 17. Certificates as to Conveyance or Roll-Back Taxes
480 In connection with any proposed or completed sale or other
481 transfer of any land which has been valued, assessed and taxed un-
-482 der the provisions of this chapter, the owner of record of the land
483 may apply to the board of assessors for a certificate of the amount
484 of conveyance tax and roll-back tax, if any, payable by reason of
485 such sale or other transfer, or that no such tax will or has so
486 become payable and stating the amount of any conveyance or roll-
-487 back taxes that have theretofore become payable with respect to
488 such land; and such a certificate shall be provided to the applicant
489 within twenty days after application therefor. Such certificate may
490 be recorded with the registry of deeds; and upon recording of such
491 a certificate that no such tax will or has so become payable, or a
492 certificate by the collector of taxes that the amount of tax stated in
493 such certificate of the board of assessors has been paid, all liens on
494 such land for taxes under this chapter shall terminate, except that
495 any liens for any roll-back taxes assessed by reason of such land
496 ceasing to qualify for valuation, assessment and taxation under
497 this chapter after the date of such sale or other transfer, shall
498 continue. In connection with the issuance of such a certificate, the
499 board of assessors may rely upon their own records, affidavits and
500 such other information as they may deem appropriate. The board
501 of assessors shall charge six dollars for each certificate so issued,
502 and the money so received shall be paid into the town treasury.
503 (1975, 794, Section 12, approved December 20. 1975, effective 90
504 days thereafter.)
505 Section 18. Open Space Lands Considered to be Assessed as
506 Other Taxable Property for Any Other Purpose; Valuation for
507 Equalization
508 For any purpose, other than the provisions of this chapter, for
509 which the assessed value of land is relevant, including exemptions
510 under the provisions of chapter fifty-nine, land qualifying for
511 taxation under this chapter shall be valued and deemed to have
512 been assessed by the same standards, methods and procedures as
5 13 other taxable property.
514 In determining the equalization required by section nine of
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«

chapter fifty-nine the state tax commission shall determine the
value of such land on the basis of its agricultural and horticultural
use, 1973, 1118, Section I.

515
516
517

Section 19. Factual Details shown on Tax List of Board oj
Assessors Relative to Agricultural, etc. Land to he Same as That oj
Other Taxable Property

518
519
520

The factual details to be shown on the tax list of a board of
assessors with respect to land which is valued, assessed and taxed
under this chapter shall be the same as those set forth by said board
with respect to other taxable property in the same city or town.
(1973, 1118, Section 1.)

521
522
523
524
525

Section 20. State Tax Commission to Promulgate Rules and
Regulations; Commissioner to Prescribe Use of Forms and
Procedures

526
527
528

The state tax commission shall promulgate such rules and
regulations and the commissioner shall prescribe the use of such
forms and procedures as they deem appropriate to and consistent
with effectuation of the purposes of this chapter. (1973, 1118,
Section 1.)

529
530
531
532
533
534 Section 21. Tax Evasion; Penalty
535 Any person using the valuation, assessment and taxation

procedures set forth in this chapter for the purposes of evading
payment of full and proper taxes shall be subject to a fine of not
more than ten thousand dollars or imprisonment for one year or
both and to payment to the city or town in which the land is located
of an amount equal to three times the amount of taxes so evaded.
(1973, 1118, Section 1.)

536
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540
54!
542 Section 22. Severability Provision
543 If any clause, sentence, subdivision, paragraph, section or part

of this act be adjudged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be
invalid, such judgment shall not affect, impair or invalidate the
remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the
clause, sentence, subdivision, paragraph, section or part thereof
directly involved in the controversy in which said judgment shall
have been rendered. (1973, 1118, Section 1.)
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