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By Mr. Moore of Hopedale, petition of the Massachusetts League of

Cities and Towns and another relative to further regulating municipal
budget calendars. Local Affairs.

OTje Commontocaltf) of Jilatfsadjusictte

Be it enacted by the Senate and HouseofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

SECTION I. Section 32 of chapter 44, as most recently
2 amended by chapter 26 of the acts of 1975, is hereby further
3 amended by deleting the first six paragraphs and substituting the
4 following:
5 “In any city other than Boston, the mayor shall submit to the city
6 council by May 1 the annual budget which shall be a statement of
I the amounts recommended by him for the proposed expenditures
8 of the city for the next fiscal year. The annual budget shall be
9 classified and designated so as to show separately with respect to

10 each officer, department or undertaking for which an appropria-
II tion is recommended:
12 (1) Ordinary maintenance, which shall also include debt and
13 interest charges matured and maturing during the year, and shall
14 be subdivided as follows:
15 (a) Salaries and wages of officers, officials and employees other
16 than laborers or persons performing the duties of laborers; and
17 (b) Ordinary maintenance not included under (a); and
18 (2) Proposed expenditures for other than ordinary maintenance,
19 including additional equipment the estimated cost of which
20 exceeds one thousand dollars.
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21 The foregoing shall not prevent any city, upon recommendation
22 of the mayor and with the approval of the council, from adopting
23 additional classifications and designations.
24 The city council may by majority vote make appropriations for
25 the purposes recommended and may reduce or reject any amount
26 recommended in the annual budget, but, except onrecommenda-
-27 tion of the mayor, shall not increase any amount in or the total of
28 ibe annual budget, nor add thereto any amount for a purpose not
29 included therein, except as provided in section thirty-three. Except
30 as otherwise permitted by law, all amounts appropriated by the
31 city council, as provided in this section, shall be for the purposes
32 specified. In setting up an appropriation order or orders based on
33 the annual budget, the council shall use, so far as possible, the same
34 classifications required for the annual budget. If the council fails to
35 take action with respect to any amount recommended in the
36 annual budget, either by approving, reducing or rejecting the same,
37 by June 30, such amount shall without any action by the council
38 become a part of the appropriations for the year, and be available
39 for the purposes specified.
40 If, as of May 1, the mayor shall not have submitted to the city
41 council the annual budget for the next fiscal year, the city council
42 shall within thirty days upon its own initiative prepare the annual
43 budget, and such preparation shall be subject to the same
44 requirements as the mayor’s annual budget, so far as apt.
45 Within fifteen days after such preparation of the annual budget,
46 the city council shall proceed to act by voting thereon and all
47 amounts so voted shall thereupon be valid appropriations for the
48 purposes stated therein to the same extent as though based upona
49 mayor’s annual budget, but subject, however, to such re-
-50 quirements, if any, as may be imposed by law.
51 If the council fails to take action with respect to any amount
52 recommended in the budget, either by approving, reducing or
53 rejecting the same, by June 30, such amount shall, without further
54 action by the council, become a part of the appropriations for the
55 year, and be available for the purposes specified.”

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 41 of the General Oiws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 15Aas amended by section 2of
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3 chapter 57 of the acts of 1977 and inserting in place thereof the
4 following section;
5 “City and town clerks and clerks of districts shall, by July 15,
6 certify, in a city to the treasurer, assessors and auditor or similar
7 officer, and in a town to the assessors and the town accountant, if
8 any, otherwise to the treasurer, and in a district to the assessors and
9 the accounting officer, if any, otherwise to the treasurer, each

10 appropriation in detail, and the provisions made for meeting the
11 same, if specified in the appropriation order or vote.

1 SECTION 3. Section 57 of chapter 59 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by chapter 349 of the acts of 1977, is hereby
3 further amended by deleting the first sentence and inserting in
4 place thereof the following:
5 “Except as otherwise provided, bills for real estate and personal
6 property taxes shall be sent out not later than August 31 of each
7 year, and shall be due and payable immediately in every city, town
8 and district in which the same are assessed.”

1 SECTION 4. Chapter 7of the General Laws, is hereby
2 amended by adding after section 3C, the following new section:
3 “Section 4. Within thirty days of the passage of the state budget
4 each year the Secretary of Administration and Finance of the
5 Commonwealth shall prepare and transmit to each city, town and
6 district treasurer, a payment schedule.
7 As used herein, “payment schedule” shall mean a complete list of
8 all payments to be madeby the Commonwealth to cities, towns and
9 districts, detailing the expected amount and date for payment of

10 each item on the cherry sheet, so-called, for the applicable fiscal
11 year.

12 Whenever a revised cherry sheet is issued, said Secretary shall
13 cause a new payment schedule reflecting said revisions to be
14 attached.
15 Whenever a payment on said schedule can not be made timely,
16 said Secretary shall so notify the city, town or district treasurer not
17 less than ten days in advance of the date provided for on said
18 payment schedule.
19 Said Secretary shall promulgate a plan which shall arrange the
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20 dates of payments established in said payment schedule such that
21 distributions of aid to cities and towns are made during those
22 periods of the fiscal year when cities and towns customarily incur
23 debt to provide adequate cash How to meet operating expenses,so
24 far as is practicable. Notwithstanding any general or special law to
25 the contrary, said Secretary shall be empowered to compel other
26 administrative agencies of the Commonwealth to rearrange
27 payment schedules of funds under their jurisdiction to conform
28 with said plan, provided said rearrangement ofpayment schedules
29 do not otherwise conflict with any general or special law.
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