
HOUSE No. 2660
By Mr. Frank of Boston, petition of the Massachusetts Taxpayers

Foundation, Barney Frank and Andrew S. Natsios relative to the
Comptroller’s Division in the Executive Office of Administration and
Finance. State Administration.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine.

An Act relating to the comptroller’s division.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 4A of chapter 7 of the General Laws as
2 most recently amended by section 24 of chapter 872 of the acts of
3 1977 is hereby amended by striking out the first sentence thereof
4 and inserting in place thereof the following new sentence;

5 The executive office for administration and finance shall include
6 a comptroller’s division, but not under its supervision or control;
7 [in charge of a comptroller, who shall have the rank of deputy
8 commissioner and shall be appointed by the governor for a term
9 coterminous with that of the governor, and shall receive a salary of

10 thirty-five thousand and fifty-three dollars] a purchasing agents
I | division, in charge of a purchasing agent, who shall have the rank
12 of deputy commissioner and shall be appointed by the governor for
13 a term coterminous with that of the governor and shall receive a
14 salary of thirty-five thousand and fifty-three dollars; a division of
15 personnel administration, in charge of a personnel administrator,
16 who shall have the rank of deputy commissioner, a division of
17 employee relations, headed by a deputy commissioner for
18 employee relations; a fiscal affairs division, headed by a deputy
19 commissioner for fiscal affairs; and a central services division,

20 headed by a deputy commissioner for central services.
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1 SECTION 2. Said chapter 7is hereby further amended by
2 inserting after section 5 the following new section:
3 Section SA. The comptroller’s division shall be in charge of a
4 comptroller who shall be appointed by the governorfor a term of
5 five years and who shall be a person with at least eight years
6 experience in law, public accounting or business administration
7 and who shall devote his full time to the duties of his office and who
8 shall receive such salary as the governor may determine.
9 The comptroller shall be the executive and administrative head

10 of the division and may employ such persons, subject to appropria-
-1 I tion, as may be required to discharge the responsibilities of the

divisior

1 SECTION 3. Chapter 7 is hereby further amended by striking
2 out section 16, as amended by chapter 40 of the acts of 1953, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
4 Section 16. The comptroller shall design and may install with
5 the approval of the commissioner of administration an accounting
6 system for the commonwealth and prescribe the requisite forms
7 and books of account to be used by each department, office,
8 commission and institution of the commonwealth. Such account-
-9 ing system shall be uniform as far as is practical, and shall include a

10 proper system of accounting for stores, supplies, materials and
11 products and may provide, continuing inventory thereof.
12 No form or book of account other than that prescribed as
13 aforesaid shall be used without the approval of the comptroller.
14 The comptroller [He] may revise such forms, books or system from
15 time to time [. He] with like approval and shall prepare and
16 distribute a book of instructions covering the use and application
17 of said accounting system for the guidance of the various depart-
-18 ments, offices, commissions and institutions of the
19 commonwealth.

1 SECTION 4. Chapter 7is hereby further amended by striking
2 out section 17, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, and
3 inserting in place thereof the following:
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4 Section 17. The comptroller [He] shall keep all general books of
5 account and determine the extent and character of subsidiary
6 accounts to be kept by all departments, offices, commissions and
7 institutions of the commonwealth. He shall have full authority to
8 prescribe, regulate and make changes in the methods of keeping
9 and rendering accounts. [He shall establish in each such depart-

-10 ment, office, commission and institution a proper system of
11 accounts, which shall be uniform so far as is practicable, and a
12 proper system of accounting for stores, supplies, materials and
13 products, and may provide, where he deems it necessary, for a
14 continuing inventory thereof.] He shall provide such safeguards
15 and systems of checking as will ensure, so far as possible, that all
16 expenditures are inaccordance with law, and for the proper collec-
-17 tion of all revenue due the commonwealth; and, where he deems it
18 necessary, shall provide that forms and receipts shall be numbered
19 consecutively, making each such department, officer, commission
20 or institution responsible for their use or cancellation.

1 SECTIONS. Nothing in this act shall be construed to effect the
2 status of any present officer or employee of the comptroller’s
3 division or continuity ofany action of the division in the discharge
4 of its administrative duties.
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