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By Mr. Jordan of Springfield, petition of Raymond A. Jordan, Jr.,
Alan D. Sisitsky, William P. Nagle, Jr., Daniel F. Pokaski, Bill Owens,
Stanley J. Zarod and Richard H. Demers for legislation to assist cities
and towns to finance the construction, reconstruction, rehabilitation,
or expansion of suitable facilities for civic and convention centers,
exhibition and theatrical halls and museums. Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine.

An Act to assist the cities and towns in the commonwealth to
FINANCE THE CONSTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION, REHABILITATION,
OR EXPANSION OF SUITABLE FACILITIES FOR CIVIC AND CONVENTION
CENTERS, EXHIBITION AND THEATRICAL HALLS, AND MUSEUMS.

Be it enacted hy the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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1 SECTION 1. It is hereby found and declared that existing
2 sources of funding to provide suitable facilities for civic and con-
-3 vention centers and exhibition halls, and museums do not provide
4 adequate means for financing of such facilities; and that the exist-
-5 ence of such gathering places for large numbers of people contrib-
-6 utes substantially to the public interest, welfare, and economic
7 well-being of the Commonwealth by fostering recreation, advanc-
-8 ing educational, cultural, civic and patriotic endeavors, promoting
9 tourism, and attracting conventions, trade shows and exhibitions

10 to the Commonwealth, it is further found and declared that the
! i lack of such facilities contributes to a condition of economic
12 dislocation, and to the deflection from the Commonwealth of
13 substantial revenues which would otherwise be expended within
14 the Commonwealth, and that providing state assistance for such
15 facilities will aid in the correction of this economic dislocation, and
16 will assist in the creation of substantial numbers of jobs opportuni-
-17 ties for residents of the Commonwealth, thereby helping to reduce
18 unemployment and to maintain a high level of economic activity
19 within the Commonwealth.
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1 SECTION 2. Any city in the Commonwealth, or any towns
2 having a population of 35,000 or greater according to the last
3 national census, may undertake the construction, reconstruction,
4 rehabilitation, or expansion of facilities suitable for civic and
5 convention centers, exhibition or theatrical halls, or museums,
6 located within a commercial area revitalization district as defined
7 in section 11 of Chapter 238 of the General Laws, as most recently
8 amended.

1 SECTION 3. For the purposes of this act, a city or town may,
2 from time to time, incur debt and issue bonds and notes to an
3 amount not to exceed thirty million dollars in the aggregate. Debt
4 may be incurred under this act only upon a majority vote of the city
5 council or town meeting with the approval of the mayor, or the
6 board of selectmen, as the case may be. The treasurer of the city or
7 town when so authorized may borrow money and issue and sell at
8 public or private sale serial bonds or notes, registered or with
9 interest coupons attached, as the treasurer may deem best. Such

10 bonds or notes shall bear on their face the words Civic and Conven-
I 1 tion Center Loan Act of 1979.
12 Each authorized issue shall constitute a separate loan, and such
13 loans shall be paid in not more than twenty years from their dates.
14 Debt incurred from time to time under this act shall not be included
15 in determining the limit of indebtedness of the city or town as
16 established by law. Said treasurer may issue temporary notes of
17 the city or tow n payable in not more than one year from their dates,
18 in anticipation of the issue of serial bonds or notes authorized by
19 this section, but the time within which such serial bonds shall
2() become due and payable shall not by reason of such temporary
21 notes, be extended beyond the time fixed by this section. All notes
22 issued in anticipation of issue of such serial bonds or notes shall be
23 paid from the proceeds thereof.

1 SECTION 4. There shall be set up on the books of the city or
2 town a special account known as the Civic and Convention Center
3 Fund. Into this account shall be paid any proceeds from section
4 two and five of this act. Such funds may be expended without
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5 appropriation for the purpose of this act. The proceeds from
6 section two and section five of this act, may, notwithstanding the
7 foregoing be paid into any existing account previously established
8 in the city or town for the purpose of providing the facilities set
9 forth in section two of this act.

1 SECTION 5. The Secretary of the Executive Office of Eco-
-2 nomic Affairs, hereinafter the Secretary, is hereby authorized to
3 establish a program to assist cities and towns in providing the
4 facilities set forth in section two of this act. Said Secretary may,
5 from funds provided in section six of this act, reimburse any city or
6 town in an amount determined equitable by the Secretary, for
7 money expended by it in undertaking a project to construct, recon-
-8 struct, rehabilitate or expand facilities suitable for civic and con-
-9 vention centers, exhibition or theatrical halls, or museums located
10 with a commercial area revitalization district as set forth in section

I | two; provided, that said project has been approved by said Secre-
-12 tary, and provided further, that the amount of suchreimbursement
13 shall not exceed eighty percent of the cost of undertaking such an
14 approved project. In determining the level of reimbursement, the
15 Secretary shall consider, among others, the following factors: the
16 extent to which the project will have a beneficial impact upon the
17 economic and revitalization efforts of the Commonwealth, the
18 extent to which the project is integral to the success of such efforts.
19 the extent of private financial commitment, the percentage of the
20 population of the city or town which is below the poverty level, and
21 the level of unemployment within the city or town, and the percent
22 by which the equalized tax rate of the city or town exceeds the
23 statewide average.

1 SECTION 6. To meet the expenditures necessary in carrying
2 out the provisions of section five of this act, the State Treasurer
3 shall upon the request of the Secretary, with the approval of the
4 Governor, issue and sell at public or private sale bonds or notes of
5 the Commonwealth, registered or with interest coupons attached.
6 as he deems best, to an amount specified by the Governor from
7 time to time, but not to exceed fifty million dollars in the aggregate.
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8 All bonds or notes issued by the Commonwealth as aforesaid shall
9 be designated on their face as Civic and Convention Center Reim-

-10 bursement Loan Act of 1979, and shall be on the serial payment
11 plan for such maximum term of years, not exceeding 40 years, as
12 the Governor may recommend to the General Court pursuant to
13 Section 3 of Article LXII of the Amendments to the Constitution
14 of the Commonwealth, the maturities thereof to be so arranged
15 that the amounts payable in the several years of the period of
16 amortization, other than the final year, shall be nearly as equal as
i 7 in the opinion of the State Treasurer it is practicable to make them.
18 Said bonds or notes shall bear interest semi-annually at such rate as
19 the State Treasurer, with the approval of the Governor, shall fix.
20 The initial maturities of such bonds or notes shall be payable not
21 later than one year from the date of issue thereof and the entire
22 issue not later than December 31, 1979.

1 SECTION 7. The Secretary may, in lieu of the reimbursement
2 provided for in section five of this act, request the State Treasurer
3 to guarantee payment of the principal and or interest of all or a
4 portion of the bonds or notes issued by a city or town pursuant to
5 section three of this act, or any existing general or special law
6 authorizing the issuance of bonds or notes for purposes similiar to
7 those set forth in section two of this act, provided, that in any event
8 the project is located in a commercial area revitalization district as
9 set forth in section 11 of Chapter 238 of the General Laws, as most

10 recently amended, and the project has been approved by the Secre-
-11 tary as provided in section five of this act. If the State Treasurer so
12 approves such a request he shall endorse such guaranty on such
13 bonds and notes in the amount so indicated. Such bonds and notes
14 when so endorsed shall be deemed to be the general obligation of
15 the Commonwealth to which its full faith and credit are pledged.
16 The principal amount of bonds and notes guaranteed by the Com-
-17 monwealth under this section shall not exceed fifteen million dol-
-18 lars for any project.
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