
HOUSE 3088
By Mr. Bassett of Lynn, petition of Timothy A. Bassett, Michael

Joseph Connolly (Secretary of the Commonwealth), Sharon M. Pol-
lard, Gerard D’Amico, Robert F. Larkin, Jr., and Gregory William
Sullivan for legislation to regulate the holding of recounts of certain
elections. Election Laws.

An Act relative to holding recounts.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 135 of Chapter 54 of the General Laws, as
2 most recently amended by section one of Chapter 879 of theActs of
3 1977, is hereby further amended by striking out in the first sentence
4 of the seventh paragraph the words “for a date not more than six
5 days after receipt of the recount petition for a primary, and not
6 more than ten days after receipt of such petition for an election.”
7 and inserting in place thereof the following; for a date not more
8 than six days after the last day for filing a recount petition for a
9 primary, and not more than ten days after the last day for filing a

10 recount petition for an election.

1 SECTION 2. Said section is hereby further amended by strik-
-2 ing out the third, fourth, fifth, sixth, and seventh sentences of said
3 seventh paragraph and inserting in place thereof thefollowing new
4 paragraph:
5 The registrars shall give not less than three days written notice to
6 each candidate for the office for which any recount was petitioned
7 under authority of this section, or to such person as shall be
8 designated by the petitioners for any recount of ballots cast upon
9 questions submitted to the voters, of the time and place of making

10 the recount, and each such candidate or person representing peti-
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I 1 tioners as aforesaid shall be allowed to be present and to witness
i 2 such recount at each table where a recount of the ballots affecting
13 such candidate is being held, accompanied by one or more counsel,
14 if he so desires. Each such candidate or person may also be repre-
-15 sented by agents, appointed by him or his counsel in writing,
16 sufficient in number to provide one such agent for each officer
17 counting or checking such ballots; provided, that no such candi-
-18 date or person may have more than one such agent, other than his
19 counsel, witnessing the work of any one officer at any one time.
20 Each such candidate, person, counsel and agent shall have the right
21 to watch and inspect the ballots, tally sheets and all other papers
22 used in the recount, and to watch every individual act performed in
23 connection therewith. In the case of a recount of ballots cast for
24 offices which are filled by all the voters of the commonwealth, such
25 notice may be given to the duly organized state political commit-
-26 tees. In the case of a recount of the ballots cast upon a question
27 submitted to all the voters as aforesaid, one representative from
28 any committee organized to favor or to oppose the question so sub-
-29 mitted shall be permitted to be present and witness the recount.
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