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By Mr. Businger of Brookline, petition of the Citizens for Participa-
tion in Political Action (CCPAX), John A. Businger and Leon J.
Lombardi for adoption of resolutions by the General Court memorial-
izing the President and Congress of the United States to cut the
military budget and transfer those funds to state and Icoal govern-
ments. Federal Financial Assistance.

Resolutions memorializing the president and congress to cut
THE UNITED STATES MILITARY BUDGET AND TRANSFER THOSE FUNDS
TO STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS.

1 Whereas, Massachusetts state government and the governments
2 of the Commonwealth’s cities and towns face an ongoing fiscal
3 crisis due to insufficient funds to meet pressing social needs; and
4 Whereas, The only options under the direct control of these
5 governments are hikes in regressive taxes or cuts in necessary
6 human services,and
7 Whereas, The U. S. Conference of Mayors recognized the con-
-8 nection between military spending and the economic crisis that
9 faces states, cities and towns in their resolution of June, 1976,

10 calling for action to “redress the imbalance between domestic
11 expenditures and expenditures for the Pentagon and foreign aid,
12 recognizing that the social defense of this nation is at least as
13 important to the national defense as is our military defense”; and
14 Whereas, A resolution passed by the U. S. Conference of May-
-15 ors in June of 1977 calls upon the Administration and the Congress
16 “to transfer funds saved through arms reductions agreements to
17 fund the domestic needs of our nation and cities.”; and
18 Whereas, Lt. Governor Thomas P. O’Neill 111 and Boston
19 Mayor Kevin White have called for a cut in military spending and a
20 transfer of savings to state and local governments; and
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21 Whereas, one new military program alone, the MX missile, is
22 estimated to cost more than $lOO billion over its lifetime, more
23 than ten times the combined annual budget for all cities and towns
24 in Massachusetts; and
25 Whereas, A U. S. Bureau of Labor Statistics study shows that
26 military spending is the least efficient Federal activity in terms of
27 employment, creating only 45,800 jobs for every billion spent in
28 1977 as compared with 98,000 jobs for the same amount spent on
29 public service employment; and
30 Whereas, Despite Jimmy Carter’s campaign promises to reduce
31 the military budget by at least $5 to $7 billion. President Carter’s
32 Fiscal 1978 budget contained a hike of close to $lO billion for the
33 Pentagon; and
34 Whereas, The new Congressional procedures under the Budget
35 and Impoundment Control Act allow for direct votes on amend-
-36 ments to transfer specific amounts of funding from the military
37 budget into designated programs for jobs and social services;
38 therefore be it
39 Resolved, That the Great and General Court of Massachusetts
40 urges President Jimmy Carter and the Congress of the United
41 States to make major cuts in the military budget and specifically
42 urges all members of the Massachusetts Congressional Delegation
43 to support and vote for a budget transfer amendment to substan-
-44 tially cut the United States Military Budget for Fiscal 1980 and
45 allocate those funds to state and local governments to create jobs
46 and meet social needs, and be it further
47 Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be sent forthwith by the
48 Secretary of the Commonwealth to the President of the United
49 States and the presiding officer of each branch of Congress and to
50 each member thereof from this Commonwealth.
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