
HOUSE No. 4481
By Mr. Businger of Brookline, petition of John A. Businger for

legislation to make certain corrective changes in the rent withholding
law. Urban Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine.

An Act making certain corrective changes in the rent with-
holding LAW.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

! SECTION 1. The second sentence of section 8A of chapter 239
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in chapter 963 of the acts of
3 1977, is hereby amended by striking out the word “a”, in line 14,
4 and inserting in place thereof the following word:— any.
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1 SECTION 2. Section 8A of said chapter 239 is hereby further
2 amended by striking out the fifth paragraph, as so appearing, and

inserting in place thereof the following paragraph
4 There shall be no recovery of possession under this chapter if the
5 amount found by the court to be due the landlord equals or is less
6 than the amount found to be due the tenant or occupant by reason
7 of any counterclaim or defense under this section. If the amount
8 found to be due the landlord exceeds the amount found to be due
9 the tenant or occupant, there shall be no recovery of possession if
10 the tenant or occupant, within one week after having received
11 written notice from the court of the balance due, pays to the clerk
12 the balance due the landlord, together with interest and costs of
13 suit, less any credit due the tenant or occupant for funds already
14 paid by him to the clerk under this section. In such event, no
15 judgment shall enter until after the expiration of the time for such
16 payment and the tenant has failed to make such payment. Any such
17 payment received by the clerk shall be held by him subject to the
18 provisions of the preceeding paragraph.




