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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Nine.

RESOLUTIONS MEMORIALIZING THE PRESIDENT TO LIBERATE OSCAR COL-
LAZO, RAFAEL CANCEL MIRANDA, IRVIN FLORES AND LOLITA LEBRON.

1 Whereas, Oscar Collazo, Rafael Cancel Miranda, Irving Flores
2 and Lolita Lebron, Puerto Ricans, have been imprisoned in U.S.
3 jails, the first one of 28 years and the others for 24 years; and
4 Whereas, They were convicted for acts motivated by their strong
5 political beliefs, which precluded them from requesting pardon for
6 their actions; and
7 Whereas, It is the concensus of the Puerto Rican people at this
g time that they should be unconditionally released, as has been
9 expressed by numerous institutions and individuals, including its 4

10 former governors, its Senate and House of Representatives,
11 numerous municipal assemblies, unions, religious groups and pol-

-12 itical leaders; and
13 Whereas, They are the longest held prisoners in the Western
14 Hemisphere whose actions were motivated by their political
15 beliefs; and
16 Whereas, Various persons, organizations and political leaders in
17 the U.S. have expressed their support for the unconditional release
18 of said prisoners; and
19 Whereas.The U.S. Department of Justice has recommended
20 that President Carter unconditionally release them; and

21 Whereas, J\\e freedom of conscience that they have expressed in
22 their denial to request pardon and refusal to deny the validity of the
23 motivations which guided their actions represents one of the most
24 highly valued human rights; and
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25 Whereas, The unconditional release of these prisoners is in com-
-26 plete accord with the human rights policy that the Carter Adminis-
-27 tration is proclaiming throughout the world; and
28 Whereas, All the Puerto Ricans that were jailed as consequence
29 of similar activities in Puerto Rico have been unconditionally
30 released by Puerto Rican governors. Therefore be it
31 Resolved, That the Massachusetts House of Representatives
32 hereby joins its voice to that of the Puerto Rican and United States
33 people in requesting President James Carter to unconditionally
34 release Oscar Collazo, Rafael Cancel Miranda, Irvin Flores and
35 Lolita Lebron; and be it further
36 Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent by the Clerk of
37 the House of Representatives to the President of the United States,
38 the presiding officer of each branch of Congress and to the
39 members thereof from this Commonwealth.
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