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By Mr. LaFontaine of Gardner, petition of Raymond M. LaFon-
taine and Theodore J. Aleixo, Jr., for legislation to establish an
emergency fuel assistance program for the Commonwealth. Ways and
Means (House).

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Notwithstanding any provision of the General Laws to the con-
-2 trary, the Massachusetts State Lottery Commission and or the
3 Treasurer of the Commonwealth is hereby authorized and directed
4 to initiate the following procedure with reference to the implemen-
-5 tation of an emergency fuel assistance program.
6 The Massachusetts State Lottery Commission and or the Treas-
-7 urer shall appropriate from available funds an amount not to
8 exceed twenty percent of the total distribution of lottery funds to
9 the cities and towns in fiscal year 1980for the implementation of an

10 emergency fuel assistance program
11 The Massachusetts State Lottery Commission and or the Treas-

-12 urer of the Commonwealth shall notify each city and town of the
13 availability of said funds for an emergency fuel assistance program
14 not later than ten days after the enactment of the law by the
15 Legislature and the signature of the Governor.
16 Each city and town, upon receipt of notification of theavailabil-
-17 ity of said funds, shall, by vote of the city council or by special town
18 meeting, determine whether or not it wishes to participate in said
19 program, and communicate same to the Massachusetts State Lot-

-20 tery Commission and or the Treasurer of the Commonwealth not
21 later than fifteen days after receipt of notice from the Treasurer or
22 the Lottery Commission.
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23 Any city or town voting to participate in said program shall
24 conform to federal income eligibility guidelines and shall designate
25 a person in each city and town to administer said program. Said
26 designation shall be made by the chief executive of the city or town,
27 Any city or town voting to participate shall receive in upfront
28 monies an amount equal to no more and no less than twenty
29 percent of that individual community’s fiscal year 1980 lottery
30 distribution.
11 Any city or town voting to participate in said program shall
32 receive as its share of fiscal year 1981 lottery distribution an
33 amount representing eighty percent of that which it would nor-
-34 mally be entitled in the next lottery distribution or an amount
35 equalling one hundred percent of their next lottery entitlement less
36 the amount expended in the fuel assistance program, whichever is
■* 7 greater.

Federal emergency funds, if and when said funds are allocated to
39 the Commonwealth for the purpose of implementing an emergency
40 fund assistance program shall first be applied to the Massachusetts
41 State Lottery Comission in an amount equal to that which is
42 expended under the provisions of this Act. Said credited amount
43 shall additionally be credited to the cities and towns for the pur-
-44 pose of determining the fiscal year 1981 lottery distribution. Any
4*> additional federal monies shall be used for thepurpose of provid-
-46 mg additional emergency fuel assistance.
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