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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

I am returning, herewith, without my approval, House Bill No. 5901,
entitled, "An Act Relative to Reporting Certain Deaths."

H-5901 would repeal the authority of the District Attorney of the
Commonwealth to be in sole charge of the criminal investigation of certain
described deaths.

This legislation, which passed the House and Senate without debate
effectively prevents the district attorneys from supervising and controlling
the investigations of homicides and other suspicious deaths within their
jurisdictions.

In my judgement, most would agree that the prosecution of homicide
cases has become a highly sophisticated and technical judicial proceeding
that demands substantial skill and experience. This may not have been the
case twenty or thirty years ago, however, the vastly improved quality and
substantial increase in the number of criminal defense lawyers has
revolutionized the criminal trial process. As you know, the outcome of a
trial depends in large measure upon the character and quality of the
preparation and investigation.

For these and other reasons it is apparent that the General Court was
convinced one year ago to enact Chapter 237, which authorized the district
attorneys to be in sole charge of the criminal investigation of a death
within their respective jurisdictions. It is the unanimous judgement of thedistrict attorneys of the Commonwealth and the Attorney General that the
character and quality of homicide investigations has improved since
September, 1978, the effective date of their control.

There does not appear to be any justification for taking this controlaway from the district attorneys based upon the experience of the past
eight months. The performance of the district attorneys’ offices with theexisting law, clearly documents that the proper role of government is tocontinue the present authority of the distrjct~attorneys in these matters.

For these reasons, 1 cannot sign into law.
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