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By Mr. Foley, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 453) of Daniel
J. Foley and Arthur Joseph Lewis, Jr., for legislation to establish a
comprehensive dental health program for children. Health Care.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act establishing a comprehensive dental health
PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Chapter 28A of the General Laws, inserted by
2 section 1 of chapter 785 of the acts of 1972, is hereby amended
3 by adding, under the caption DENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM,
4 the following six sections:
5 Section 17. The following words as used in sections eighteen
6 to twenty-two, inclusive, shall, unless the context requires
7 otherwise, have the following meanings:
8 “Cost of such service”, the actual cost of the services
9 according to the program established by the director, or fees

10 established by the director in accordance with a pre-payment
11 plan approved by him;
12 “Director”, the director of the office for children;
13 “Eligible income”, gross annual income established under
14 the provisions of section 20;
15 “Eligible person”, a resident of the commonwealth who has
16 not attained the age of thirteen and is not eligible for medi-
-17 caid benefits;
18 “Program”, the dental health program;
19 “Intermediary”, a corporation similar to one organized
20 under the General Laws of the Commonwealth or one qualified
21 to provide similar services.
22 Section 18. The director shall formulate and select an inter-
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23 mediary to administer the dental health program, as th
24 suit of competitive bidding, under which all eligible persons
25 shall be provided with an opportunity to receive dental bene-
24

fluo-26 fits, including such services as cleanings, fillings, X-rays, fl

ride treatments, extractions, root canals and space main-

tainers.
29 The director may promulgate such rules and regulations as
30 are necessary for the intermediary to administer properly the

program.
Section 19. In the establishment of this program, and in

subsequent reviews of its operation, the director shall identify
available facilities, to assure that eligible individuals may34
receive the services of such facilities as he deems appropriate35
to provide all necessary services. The facilities or methods of36

37 providing services may include private practitioners, trans
38 portation, and the training of paraprofessional dental per-
39 sonnel.

Every type of dental service included in the program40
formulated by the director which an eligible person needs shall41

42 be available and covered by this act.
43 Section 20. Payment for services by the legally liable
44 relatives or guardians shall be made to the provider of serv-
-45 ices in accordance with a copayment schedule to be estab-
-46 lished by the director and reviewed annually. The schedule

shall provide that persons eligible for medicaid are ineligible47
48 for this program, that legally liable relatives or guardians
49 whose income disqualifies them for medicaid but whose income
50 is still below an eligible income of ten thousand dollars per
51 year shall pay no more than ten percent of the cost of the
52 services, that legally liable relatives or guardians with eligible
53 incomes between ten thousand and one dollars and fifteen
54 thousand dollars shall pay no more than twenty percent of
55 the cost of services, and that legally liable relatives or
56 guardians with incomes between fifteen thousand and one
57 dollars and twenty thousand dollars shall pay no more than
58 thirty percent of the cost of services, and that legally liable
59 relatives or guardians with incomes above twenty thousand
60 and one dollars shall pay no more than fifty percent of the
61 cost of services.
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62 In establishing and reviewing the method ol payment of
63 doctors’ fees, the director shall meet with representatives of
64 the Massachusetts Dental Society, and consumers of dental
65 services and shall include such factors as the usual and
66 customary reimbursement of fees for each of the various
67 services provided and include in consideration discounts, if
68 any, available to the administrative agency. No prior approval
69 shall be required for services rendered under the established
70 program. Where prior approval is required, it shall be granted
71 uniformly and equitably in accordance with a procedure estab-
-72 lished by the director.
73 Section 21. The director shall by regulation establish a
74 system of application and certification of eligibility for the
75 purposes of the program. Eligible families shall be notified
76 annually by the director of their eligibility and shall be pro-
-77 vided with evidence indicating their eligibility classification.
78 Eligibility under this section shall remain valid for a period
79 of one year, not to exceed the first of January of the year
80 following the thirteenth birthday of the eligible child.
81 The department of corporation and taxation when requested
82 by the director shall compare any application field pursuant
83 to this section with the state income tax returns filed by per-
-84 sons making such application and shall report any instances
85 of discrepancy to the director.
86 Said department shall provide with the state income tax
87 form a section indicating eligible income for the purposes of
88 the program.
89 Section 22. The director shall establish a program to ac-
-90 quaint the people of the commonwealth with the existence
91 of the program and to encourage all eligible persons to partici-
-92 pate therein. The efforts shall include, but are not limited to,
93 regular announcements through all media outlets, direct
94 notification to all recipients of public assistance of any type,
95 and notices to all eligible persons through the school in which
96 they are enrolled.
97 The director may, with the cooperation of the secretary of
98 education, the state board of education and the Massachusetts
99 Dental Society, establish an educational program for public

100 school educators and pupils, covering the fundamentals of
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101 oral hygiene, diet and nutrition.

Section 2. Notwithstanding the provisions of sections
seventeen to twenty-two, inclusive, of chapter twenty-eight
A of the General Laws, added by section one of this act,
initial participation in the dental health program established
by said sections seventeen to twenty-two, inclusive, of said
chapter twenty-eight A shall be limited to those persons five
years of age or older who shall not have reached age thirteen
on the effective date of this act, and to those persons who are
ineligible for medicaid on said effective date; provided that
the director of the office for children may authorize emer-
gency treatments for persons otherwise eligible for such
dental care, as defined in section seventeen of said chapter
twenty-eight A.
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1 Section 3. This act shall take effect on January first, nine-
teen hundred and seventy-six.2


