
SENATE 480

By Mr. Atkins, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 480) of
Chester G. Atkins and Thomas F. Brownell for legislation to establish
procedures to provide accountability for the personal care allowances of
public welfare recipients in long term care facilities. Human Services and
Elderly Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act to establish procedures to provide accountability for
THE PERSONAL CARE ALLOWANCES OF PUBLIC WELFARE RECIPIENTS
IN LONG TERM CARE FACILITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Houseof Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 2of chapter USE of the General Laws,
2 as appearing in section 1 of chapter 800 of the Acts of 1969,
3 is hereby amended by inserting after paragraph (h) the fol-
-4 lowing paragraphs:
5 (i) “Personal care allowance”, all payments to public wel-
-6 fare recipients, including old age survivors, and disability in-
-7 surance granted pursuant to title II of the federal social secur-
-8 ity act, supplemental security income granted pursuant to title
9 XVI of the federal social security act, and other governmental

10 or private pensions and payments, that must be spent for the
11 beneficiary’s personal needs.
12 (j) “Representative payee”, a representative payee as de-
-13 termined by the Federal Social Security Administration or any
14 person who receives governmental or private pension benefits
15 on behalf of another.

1 Section 2. Chapter 118 E of the General Laws, as appearing
2 in section 1 of chapter 800 of the Acts of 1969, is hereby
3 amended by inserting after section 4 the following section:
4 Section 4A. The department shall establish standard pro-
-5 cedures to provide controls and accountability for the personal
6 care allowances of public welfare recipients for whom said
7 personal care allowances are managed by a representative
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8 payee or held in said recipient’s individual bank account or
9 held in trust by the nursing home, rest home, or convalescent

10 home administrator in an aggregate personal care trust fund.
11 Such procedures shall insure that personal care allowances are
12 used only for the recipient’s own personal needs. Such pro-
-13 cedures shall require all representative payees of public wel-
-14 fare recipients residing in nursing homes, rest homes, or con-
15 valescent homes, to register with the department on a form
16 supplied by the department immediately upon entering a nurs-
17 ing home, rest home, or convalescent home. Such procedures
18 shall also require an annual report by the representative payee
19 to the department on a form supplied by the department indi-
20 eating the manner in which the personal care allowance was
21 managed by the representative payee during the report period,
22 under threat of the penalty for perjury as provided for in sec-
23 tions 1 and 1A of chapter 268 of the General Laws.
24 A representative payee who fails to register with the depart-
25 ment shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction
26 thereof shall be subject to a fine of not more than five hundred
27 dollars. A representative payee who knowingly and willfully
28 converts a recipient’s personal care allowance, or any part
29 thereof, other than for the use and benefit of the recipient
30 shall be subject to a fine of not more than five hundred dollars.


