
[Similar Matter Filed During Past Session
See House No. 2000 of 1975]

By Mr. Backman, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 497) of
Jack H. Backman and Norman S. Weinberg for legislation to establish
a board of accreditation of state facilities in the Executive Office of Human
Services. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act to establish a board of accreditation of
STATE FACILITIES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by the authority of the same, as follows:

SENATE No. 497
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1 Chapter 6of the general laws is hereby amended by insert-
-2 ing after section 178 the following new sections:
3 Section 179. There shall be in the executive office of human
4 services a board of accreditation of state facilities hereinafter
5 called the Board.
6 A state facility shall be any facility owned, operated,
7 financed, or under the jurisdiction of the department of mental
8 health, the department of public health, the Massachusetts
9 rehabilitation commission, or the department of correction.

10 Said Board shall be composed of the secretary of human
11 services, who shall be its chairman, the secretary of education,
12 the secretary of manpower affairs, the commissioner of cor-
-13 rections, the commissioner of public health, the commissioner
14 of mental health, the commissioner of the Massachusetts
15 rehabilitation commission or their respective designees and
16 six persons to be appointed by the governor for a term of
17 three years, one of whom shall be an ex-offender who has
18 served a sentence in a state correctional facility. Upon the
19 resignation or termination of the term of any appointed mem-

-20 ber, his successor shall be appointed for the unexpired portion
21 of the term. No person shall be appointed to serve more than
22 two consecutive terms. All appointed members of the Board
23 shall receive fifty dollars per diem for his services, and shall
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24 be reimbursed by the commonwealth for all reasonable
25 expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the perform-
-26 ance of his official duties. The chairman may provide such

27 staff and services including, but not limited to, clerical and
28 secretarial services as the Board may reasonably require.
29 Section 180. The Board shall promulgate minimum standards
30 to be maintained in all state facilities in the following areas,
31 but not limited thereto: (I) health care and health care
32 services; (II) nutritional content of meals; (III) mental
33 health services; (IV) employment conditions within the facil-
-34 ity; (V) educational, job training and job placement services
35 and resources; and (VI) physical environment as it affects
36 the physical and mental well-being of those confined within
37 the institution.
3S The Board shall visit and inspect each state facility for the
39 purpose of determining adherence by each such facility to the
40 standards promulgated by the Board.
41 If, upon inspection, the Board finds that there is a violation
42 of one or more of the standards, the Board shall notify in
43 writing the appropriate secretary or commissioner, the super-
-44 intendent or director of the facility and the attorney general
45 of the violation. The Board may also notify the appropriate
46 state agency having primary responsibility for a given area
47 of any violation in that area and may request that agency
48 to take whatever additional action necessary and in accord-
-49 ance with law.
50 Section 181. Within thirty days of receipt of a notice under
51 section 180 that a violation exists, the superintendent or di-
-52 rector of the facility shall notify the Board, the appropriate
53 secretary or commissioner and the attorney general of the ac-
-54 tion taken or being taken to bring the facility to compliance
55 with the standards.
56 Within sixty days of the receipt of a notice of violation
57 under section 180, the superintendent or director of the facility
58 shall present evidence to the Board, the appropriate secretary
59 or commissioner and the attorney general that the deficiencies
60 have been corrected. If the superintendent or director finds
61 that the deficiencies cannot be corrected within said sixty
62 days, he shall so state, giving the reasons therefor and pre-
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63 senting satisfactory evidence to the Board that every reason-
-64 able effort has been made and is being made to correct said
65 deficiencies.
66 Whenever the Board determines after said sixty days that
67 the deficiencies have not been adequately corrected and that
68 the reasons therefor are not satisfactory, it shall request the
69 appropriate secretary or commissioner to undertake an investi-
-70 gation into the reasons therefor and to report to the Board
71 and further to utilize whatever administrative action and
72 sanctions available to bring said facility into compliance with
73 the standards.
74 Section 182. If at any time the Board determines that any
75 state facility has failed to comply with the standards of the
76 Board or has failed to make reasonable efforts to so comply
77 with said standards to an extent which seriously endangers
78 the physical or mental well being of those confined within said
79 institution, the Board shall file a report, with recommenda-
-80 tions, with the governor, the general court and the office of
81 attorney general. The Board may further request that the
82 attorney general seek whatever legal recourse available to
83 assure compliance by any said facility with said standards.
84 Upon such request, the attorney general or his designee shall
85 take whatever action necessary in accordance with law.
86 Section 183. The Board may hold hearings, summon wit-
-87 nesses and administer oath. The Board shall from time to
88 time, but no less often than annually, report to the general
89 court on its activities and findings along with recommenda-
-90 tions for legislation, if any.
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