
No. 738SENATE
By Mr. Timilty, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 738) of

Joseph F. Timilty. John A. Businger, James G. Collins and Doris Bunte for
legislation relative to the form of notices to terminate certain tenancies.
The Judiciary.

1 Section 1. Section eleven of chapter one hundred eighty six
2 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding the follow-
-3 ing paragraph:
4 A notice to quit shall clearly and simply, in plain language
5 intelligible to persons without legal training: (a) explain its
6 legal effect, (b) state that it is not an official or judicial docu-
-7 ment, (c) specify the date as of which the lease is intended to
8 be terminated and the amount of rent due, (d) state that the
9 recipient does not have to leave his residence until a court al-

-10 lows the landlord to evict him, (e) state that the recipient or
11 his lawyer may defend his rights in court, and (f) notify the
12 recipient of his right to tender all rent due before a desig-
-13 nated date and thereby prevent the termination of his lease.

1 Section 2. Section twelve of said chapter one hundred
2 eighty-six is hereby amended by adding the following para-
-3 graph:
4 A notice to quit or notice of termination given to a tenant
5 shall clearly and simply, in plain language intelligible to per-
-6 sons without legal training: (a) explain its legal effect, (b)
7 state that it is not an official or judicial document, (c) specify
8 the date as of which the tenancy is intended to be terminated,
9 the reason or reasons for termination, and the amount of rent

10 due if any, (d) state that the recipient does not have to leave
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11 his residence until a court allows the landlord to evict him,
12 (e) state that the recipient or his lawyer may defend his rights
13 in court, and (f) notify the recipient of his right to tender
14 all rent due before a designated date and thereby prevent the
15 termination of his tenancy, when such right applies.

1 Section 3. Section thirteen of said chapter one hundred
2 eighty-six is hereby amended by adding the following para-
-3 graph:—
4 A notice of termination given to a tenant shall clearly and
5 simply, in plain language intelligible to persons without legal
6 training: (a) explain its legal effect, (b) state that it is not
7 an official or judicial document, (c) specify the date as of which
8 the tenancy is intended to be terminated, the reason or rea-
-9 sons for termination, and the amount of rent due, if any, (d)

10 state that the recipient does not have to leave his residence un-
-11 til a court allows the landlord to evict him, and (e) state that
12 the recipient or his lawyer may defend his rights in court.

1 Section 4. Said chapter one hundred eighty-six is hereby
2 further amended by inserting the following section after sec-
-3 tion 13:
4 Section ISA. The Attorney General shall promulgate model
5 forms of notice which conform to sections 11, 12 and 13. The
6 use of a notice which conforms in all substantial respects with
7 the appropriate model form shall be prima facie evidence that
8 the notice complies with the appropriate section. No notice
9 shall simulate the form of appearance of judicial process, nor

10 carry the words “Commonwealth of Massachusetts” or the
11 seal thereof, nor any other words conveying an official, gov-
-12 emmental, or judicial status other than a notice to be used by
13 a housing authority or other government agency for service
14 upon tenants thereof. Each notice which is printed com-
-15 mercially or by any person or organization other than the
16 owner of the property to which it applies shall also bear a
17 notation in Spanish and Portuguese, and any other language
18 deemed necessary for public understanding by the Attorney
19 General, that persons who do not speak English should have
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20 this important legal notice translated as quickly as possible.
21 As used in this section, “printed” shall include all methods of
22 reproduction or duplicating more than ten copies of such no-
-23 tice.




