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By Mr. MacKenzie, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1090) of
the Massachusetts Automatic Merchandizing Council, by Richard S. Guild,
for legislation making certain changes in the meals excise law. Taxation.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act making certain changes in the meals excise law.

Be it enacted by the Senate andHouse of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 648 of the General Laws is hereby amended by
2 striking out the paragraphs defining “meal” and “restaurant”
3 and inserting in place thereof the following two paragraphs:
4 “Meal” any food or beverage, or both, prepared for human
5 consumption by a restaurant, and provided by a restaurant,
6 whether the food or beverage is intended for consumption on
7 or off the restaurant premises, and includes food or beverages
8 sold on a “take out” or “to go” basis, whether or not they are
9 packaged or wrapped and whether or not they are taken from

10 the premises of the restaurant.
11 “Restaurant” any eating establishment where meals are pro-
-12 vided and for which a charge is made, including but not limited
13 to a cafe, lunch counter, private or social club, cocktail lounge,
14 hotel dining room, catering business, tavern, diner, snack bar,
15 dining room, vending machine, and any other place or estab-
-16 lishment where meals are provided, whether stationary or
17 mobile, temporary or permanent; provided, however, that food
18 stores such as delicatessens or bakeries shall not be considered
19 eating establishments within the meaning of this chapter other
20 than in the instance in which such stores engage in the sale of
21 dinners, luncheons, sandwiches, snacks and other similar items
22 which are commonly sold at snack bars, coffee shops or lunch-
-23 eon counters.




