
No. 1110SENATE
By Mr. Olver, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1110) of John

W. Olver for legislation to consolidate collection of the excise tax of reg-
istered motor vehicles in lieu of local tax in the Registry of Motor Vehicles.
Taxation.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act to consolidate collection of the excise tax on regis-

tered MOTOR VEHICLES IN LIEU OF LOCAL TAX IN THE REGISTRY
OF MOTOR VEHICLES.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. The first paragraph of section lof chapter 60A
2 of the General Laws, as appearing in section 1 of chapter 758
3 of the acts of 1960, is hereby amended by striking out, in
4 line 11, the word “commissioner” and inserting in place thereof
5 the words: - registrar of motor vehicles or his duly authorized
6 agents.

1 Section 2. The third paragraph of said section 1, as ap-
-2 pearing in section 1 of chapter 640 of the acts of 1954, is
3 hereby amended by striking out, in lines 2 and 3, the words
4 “board of assessors or the state tax commission, as the case
5 may be,” and inserting in place thereof the word: registrar.

1 Section 3. The fourth paragraph of said section 1, as so
2 appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 13 and
3 31, the word “assessors” and inserting in place thereof the
4 word: registrar.
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1 Section 4. Said fourth paragraph of said section 1, as so
2 appearing, is hereby further amended by striking out in lines
3 27 and 28, and in line 37, the words “by the assessors and col-
-4 lected by the collectors of taxes” and inserting in place thereof
5 the words; and collected by the registrar.
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1 Section 5. The sixth paragraph of said section lis hereby
2 amended by striking out, in the last sentence, as appearing in
3 chapter 121 of the acts of 1972, the word “assessors” and in-
-4 sorting in place thereof the word: registrar.

1 Section 6. Said sixth paragraph of said section lis hereby
2 amended by striking out, in the last sentence, as so appearing,
3 the words “in the city or town in which the exemption has been
4 so allowed”.

1 Section 7. The seventh paragraph of said section 1, as
2 appearing in chapter 503 of the acts of 1968, is hereby amend-
-3 ed by striking out, in lines 17 through 20, the words “reduced
4 upon application by an abatement equal to that proportion of
5 an excise under this section on such motor vehicle or trailer
6 for the full calendar year which the number of months in
7 said year remaining after” and inserting in place thereof the
8 words: that proportion of the excise for the full year which
9 the number of months in said year which precede and include.

1 Section 8. Said seventh paragraph of said section 1, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in lines 27
3 and 28 the words “further reduced upon application as afore-
-4 said by an abatement” and inserting in place thereof the words:
5 reduced by an amount.

1 Section 9. Said seventh paragraph of said section 1, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out the third
3 sentence, and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-4 fences: If after an excise imposed under this section has
5 been assessed for the full calendar year, and notice of such
6 transfer of ownership, or surrender or expiration of registra-
-7 tion upon removal to another state during such year as afore-
-8 said is received by the registrar, he shall amend the assess-
-9 ment and seasonably notify the assessed owner of such amend-

10 ment and refund any tax collected from such owner in excess
11 of the amended assessment. If the registration is allowed to
12 expire or is surrendered for any reason other than aforesaid
13 the excise shall be assessed for the full calendar year.
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1 Section 10. Said seventh paragraph of said section 1, as
2 so appearing, is hereby amended by striking out, in line 35,
3 the word “abatement” and inserting in place thereof the
4 words: amendment or reduction.

1 Section 11. The eighth paragraph of said section 1, as
2 appearing in chapter 328 of the acts of 1956, is hereby amend-
-3 ed by striking out, in line 17, the word “commissioner” and
4 inserting in place thereof the word: registrar.

1 Section 12. Said section 1, as most recently amended by
2 section 1 of chapter 242 of the acts of 1974, is hereby further
3 amended by adding the following paragraph:
4 An owner claiming any exemption under this section shall
5 make such claim at the time of application for registration
6 under chapter ninety. At such time the owner shall present
7 to the registrar evidence and information required by this sec-
-8 tion or by the registrar to determine if the exemption should
9 be granted. If the exemption is granted by the registrar, he

10 shall accept the application for registration without assessing
11 the tax imposed by this section. If the exemption is denied,
12 the owner may challenge such denial by application for an
13 abatement under section two.

1 Section 13. Chapter 60A of the General Laws is hereby
2 amended by striking out section 2, as most recently amended
3 by chapter 211 of the acts of 1974, and inserting in place
4 thereof the following section:
5 Section 2. Except as otherwise provided in section one,
6 the registrar shall assess and collect the excise imposed by
7 section one. The excise shall be assessed to the owner of the
8 motor vehicle or trailer upon application for registration of
9 the same under chapter ninety, or, if no such application has

10 been made within the calendar year, upon expiration or sur-
-11 render of registration, or receipt by the registrar of notice,
12 as required by chapter ninety, of transfer of ownership of the
13registered vehicle or trailer. If the assessment is made upon
14 registration, the excise shall then be due and payable. If the
15 assessment is made at any other time, the registrar shall sea-
-16 sonably notify the owner of the excise assessed, and the excise
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17 shall be due any payable at the expiration of thirty days from
18 the date on which such notice was issued.
19 Any owner aggrieved by the assessment, or by the regis-
-20 trar’s failure to grant an exemption, amendment, or reduction
21 provided in section one, may apply to the registrar for an
22 abatement before the end of the month next following the
23 month in which the assessment was made, or the expiration
24 or surrender of registration or transfer of ownership occurred.
25 The abatement application shall be made on such forms as
26 the registrar may require. If the registrar finds that the
27 assessed value of the motor vehicle was too high, or that an
28 exemption, amendment or reduction should have been granted
29 under section one, he shall make a reasonable abatement.
30 Otherwise he shall deny the abatement. The abatement shall
31 be deemed denied upon the expiration of three months from
32 the date of the abatement application if the registrar has
33 neither acted on the application or obtained the written con-
-34 sent of the owner for additional time to take such action.
35 The registrar shall be authorized, at any time prior to final
36 action on an appeal taken pursuant to the following para-
-37 graph, to agree with the owner to make a final settlement of
38 the abatement application by abating the tax in whole or in
39 part.
40 The owner may appeal the denial of his abatement applica-
-41 tion to the appellate tax board by filing a petition with such
42 board within three months from the date of the denial. The
43 appellate tax board shall promptly notify the registrar of any
44 final action on an appeal taken under this section.
45 The tax collected under this section shall be paid by the
46 registrar to the state treasury. He shall accompany such pay-
-47 ment with a notice of the name and address of each owner
48 taxed, if an individual inhabitant of the commonwealth; or the
49 name and principal place of business, if a partnership, voluntary
50 association or corporation with a principal place of business
51 within the commonwealth; or the municipality where the
52 vehicle v/ill customarily be kept, if any, if the owner is not
53 such an individual or partnership, voluntary association, or
54 corporation. At the end of each fiscal year the state treasurer
55 shall pay to the treasurer of each city and town the tax col-
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56 lected under this section from owners who were inhabitants
57 of, or had principal places of business in, or were residents
58 of another state and kept vehicles in, such city or town. The
59 tax collected from owners who did not customarily keep their
60 vehicles in a particular municipality and who were not inhabi-
-61 tants of the commonwealth; and did not have a principal place
62 of business within the commonwealth shall remain in the state
63 treasury.
64 Owners who neglect to pay the excise assessed under this
65 chapter shall pay interest at the rate of six per cent per annum
66 from the time when such excise was payable until paid, if such
67 payment is made before commencement of proceedings for
68 recovery of the tax under section two A, and twelve per cent
69 if made after the commencement thereof. If an abatement
70 of an excise assessed under this chapter is granted, any over-
-71 payment with interest thereon at a rate of six per cent per
72 annum shall be refunded by the state treasurer, upon certifi-
-73 cation by the registrar, from the fund into which such tax was
74 paid.

1 Section 14. Section 2A of said chapter 60A, as most re-
-2 cently amended by chapter 139 of the acts of 1973, is hereby
3 further amended by striking out the first through third sen-
-4 tences and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-5 tences: The registrar shall not accept any application for
6 registration under chapter ninety unless the owner has paid
7 in full the excise imposed by section one, or, in the event the
8 owner has applied for an abatement, the owner has paid at
9 least one-half of the tax assessed. If the tax imposed by sec-

-10 tion one is not paid in full before the end of the month follow-
-11 ing the month in which it became due and payable, and either
12 the time for taking an appeal under section two has expired,
13 or the registrar has received notice from the appellate tax
14 board that the owner’s abatement application has been denied,
15 the registrar shall give the owner written notice by mail di-
-16 rected to his last known address that the certificates of regis-
-17 traition of all motor vehicles registered in that owner’s name
18 will be suspended without further notice at the expiration of
19 thirty days from the date of mailing such notice, which ex-
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20 piration date shall be specifically indicated by the registrar
21 in said notice, unless within said thirty days the excise, and
22 all interest thereon and costs relative thereto, are paid. .Unless
23 such payment is made, he shall forthwith suspend the cer-
-24 tificates of registration of all such motor vehicles and trailers,
25 and he may, after a hearing, as provided in paragraph (b) of
26 section twenty-two of chapter ninety, suspend any license to
27 operate motor vehicles which has been issued to the person
28 to whom such excise tax is assessed. The registrar shall not
29 terminate any such suspension of registration or license to
30 operate motor vehicles nor renew nor issue any certificate of
31 registration or license to operate motor vehicles for the per-
-32 son to whom such excise is assessed until such taxes are paid.

1 Section 15. The first paragraph of section 2of chapter 90
2 of the General Laws, as most recently amended by chapter
3 120 of the acts of 1974, is hereby further amended by adding
4 the following sentence:—No application shall be accepted
5 unless the owner of the vehicle has complied with the provi-
-6 sions of chapter sixty A.

1 Section 16. The seventh paragraph of said section 2is here-
-2 by amended by striking out, in the last sentence, as appealing
3 in section 5 of chapter 736 of the acts of 1967, the word
4 “twenty-four” and inserting in place thereof the word;
5 twelve.

1 Section 17. Section 34 of chapter 90 of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 603 of the
3 acts of 1962, is hereby further amended by inserting after
4 the word “trailers”, in line 4, the words: —but not including
5 the taxes collected under chapter sixty A.

1 Section 18. Section sixteen of this act shall take effect on
2 January first, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven.

1 Section 19. The provisions of sections one through fifteen
2 and section seventeen of this act shall take effect on January

3 first, nineteen hundred and seventy-eight.






