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By Mr. Parker, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1257) of
John F. Parker, William L. Saltonstall and Robert A. Hall for legislation
to provide for the establishment of a revenue estimates review committee.
Ways and Means (Joint).
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act providing for the establishment of a revenue
ESTIMATES REVIEW COMMITTEE.

Be it enacted by theSeriate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 29 of the general laws is hereby amended in sec-
-2 tion 58, as added by chapter 844 of the acts of 1974, by insert-
-3 ing at the end of said section the following paragraphs:
4 Said commissioner shall also transmit the estimates to a
5 revenue estimates review committee, composed of six mem-
-6 bers appointed by the governor and selected in the following
7 manner: one shall be drawn from the state banking com-
-8 munity, one shall be drawn from the state business com-
-9 munity, two shall be appointed from a list provided by the Mas-

10 sachusetts Taxpayers Foundation, one shall be appointed from
11 a list provided by the Massachusetts League of Women Vot-
-12 ers, and one shall be an economist by training and experience.
13 Each member shall serve without compensation for a term of
14 three years.
15 Said committee shall receive all revenue estimates generated
16 by the commissioner of administration and all tax receipt data
17 assembled by the department of corporations and taxation,
18 along with any other budget material and documentation the
19 committee requests, and subject said revenue estimates to re-
-20 view. The committee shall consider the estimates and render
21 an independent judgment as to whether such estimates are
22 the best possible approximations of what revenues will actual-
-23 ly be available for the annual budget for the ensuing fiscal
24 year.
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25 In the course of their examination, the committee shall con-
-26 suit with such secretaries of the executive offices and depart-
-27 mental officers as the committee deems necessary, the commis-
-28 sioner of administration, and the house and senate committees
29 on ways and means. The committee shall have access to all
30 budget data controlled by these individuals and committees.
31 The purpose of said consultations is the development of the
32 most definitive set of revenue estimates possible, drawing upon
33 the data and interpretations of the other parties charged with
34 budget review.
35 The committee shall forward a report of their review and
36 consultations to the governor and the house and senate com-
-37 mittees on ways and means by January 15th. Said report shall
38 be made public and printed as a public document. The report
39 shall detail the areas of agreement and disagreement with the
40 estimates originally transmitted to them by the commissioner
41 of administration.
42 The committee shall meet periodically throughout the year
43 to update their estimates. For this purpose, they shall have
44 access to any budget, revenue, or tax information available.


