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(i RESOLVES OF 1976

CHAPTER 77 OF THE RESOLVES

OF 1974 REVIVED AND CONTINUED BY

CHAPTERS 1 AND 10 OF THE RESOLVES

OF 1975 AND FURTHER REVIVED AND
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REPORT OF THE

SPECIAL COMMISSION

ESTABLISHED TO

MAKE AN INVESTIGATION AND STUDY RELATIVE TO

THE ADMISSION PROCEDURES EMPLOYED BY

MASSACHUSETTS VOCATIONAL AND REGIONAL

VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOLS.

CONTINUED BY CHAPTER 1 OF THE
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December 10, 1975

The Commission was created to investigate and study the ad-
missions’ policies which Massachusetts Vocational and Regional
Vocational High Schools currently employ. Due to the recent de-
mand in vocational education, indicated by the sharp increase of
state-wide vocational school construction, it was the intent of this
Commission to study and consider the feasibility of standardizing
vocational and regional vocational high school admissions. The
purpose of this intention was to assure each Massachusetts student
who desires vocational training a fair chance to gain entrance into
the school in his or her locality.

The Commission, since it was formed, has held six meetings, at
which discussions were conducted by its members in areas con-
cerned with new trends in vocational education such as regional
vocational high school construction, recent expansion and avail-
ability of innovative vocational programs presently offered in
school systems throughout the state. The Commission also con-
sidered alterations in programs that must be made eventually in
order to satisfy projected future demands from industry.

Besides the ten members of the General Court, the Commission
consisted of eight vocational school administrators and two prin-
cipals of comprehensive high schools. This enabled certain areas
of vocational school policy, brought to the attention of the Com-
mission, to be carefully scrutinized under the expertise of each
member-

.

A survey was conducted by the Commission designed to assess
the status of each admission program in sixty-one vocational and
regional vocational high schools throughout the state. An exten-
sive questionnaire, which covered areas in reference to ethnical
breakdown of student body, types of admission tests used in the
selection process, accessibility of after-school and evening pro-
grams, etc., was sent out to each school which was to be com-
pleted by the school’s guidance office or Superintendent/Director
and returned.

The information was then tabulated on a survey sheet which was
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reviewed by the Commission. After thoughtful revision and con-
sideration, it was decided that the motion to standardize admission
procedures be reconsidered.

This motion, at the time of its proposal, seemed to be one way to
successfully accommodate the demand of a growing number of stu-
dents seeking admission to vocational education programs, but
throughout the course of the Commission’s investigation it was
found that most schools, if not all, have adopted admission pro-
cedures that serve the best interest of all students based on fair-
ness, equality and compliance with Massachusetts Laws governing
State Education. Therefore, after extensive research the Com-
mission has determined not to pursue this action any further.

As a result of its findings, the Commission expresses a stern
necessity for the establishment of a course in Occupational Guid-
ance for any person who desires to become a Guidance Counselor
at the Junior High School level. Presently, there is no such course
in vocational guidance which is mandatory for individuals seek-
ing positions as Junior High School Guidance Counselors.

The Commission concludes that with the aforementioned rise in
vocational school enrollment, so exists a rise in the need for com-
petent Guidance Counselors who will be able to provide useful as-
sistance to aide the Junior High School student in deciding his or
her future career. The Commission will recommend passage of the
legislation attached as Appendix A.

Respectfully Submitted,

MEMBERS OF THE COMMISSION

Sen. George Rogers, Chairman
Rep. Nicholas Buglione,

Roger H. York
Rep. George C. Young
Sen. Edward L. BurkeVice-Chairman

Z. Walter Janiak, Clerk
Mary Ellen Cronin

Sen. William L. Saltonstall
Rep. Donald Gaudette
Rep. Ann GannettJohn J. Dwyer

Richard P. Pelosi
Eugene J. Kirby
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The provisions of any general or special law to the contrary or
any rules or regulation of the Dept, of Education, Div. of Educa-
tional Personnel to the contrary notwithstanding, any applicant
for certification as a guidance counsellor in any public or private
junior high school of the Commonwealth, shall have completed a
course in the principles of occupational education.
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Advance copy 1974 Acts1974 Acts and Resolves

JOHN F. X. DAVOREN, Secretary of the Commonwealth

Resolved, That a special commission, to consist of three mem-
bers of the senate, five members of the house of representatives,
the chairman of the public utilities commission or his designee and
eight persons to be appointed by the governor, of whom one shall
be a representative of the International Brotherhood of Electrical
Workers AFL-CIO, one of whom shall be a representative of the
Utility Workers Union of America, AFL-CIO, one of whom shall
be a representative of the United Steel Workers, AFL-CIO, one of
whom shall be a representative of the Brotherhood of Utility Work-
ers of New England, Inc., and four of whom shall be representa-
tives of the gas industry, is hereby established for the purpose of
making an investigation and study relative to the feasibility of ex-
tending the period for mandatory replacement of gas meters from
seven to ten years. Said commission shall, in the course of its in-
vestigation and study, consider the advent of natural gas, changes
in meter design and the life expectancy of gas meters.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE PROCEDURES EMPLOYED BY VOCA-
TIONAL SCHOOLS AND REGIONAL VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS IN THE COM-
MONWEALTH.

Resolved, That a special commission to consist of four members
of the senate, six members of the house of representatives, the
president of the Massachusetts Association of Vocational Admin-
istrators, the president of the Massachusetts Vocational Associa-
tion, the superintendent-director of the GreaterLawrence Regional
Vocational high school, the superintendent-director of the Blue
Hills Regional Vocational high school, the superintendent-director
of the South Middlesex Regional Vocational Technical high school,

Approved July 26, 1974-

Chapter 71.
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the superintendent-director of the Greater New Bedford Regional
Vocational Technical High School District and four persons to be
appointed by the governor, one of whom shall be a director of a
vocational school in the city of Lynn; one of whom shall be a di-
rector or a superintendent-director of a regional school in the First
Essex senatorial district and two of whom shall be officers or ad-
ministrators of a comprehensive or academic high school; is hereby
established for the purpose of making an investigation and study
of the admission procedures employed by vocational schools and
regional vocational schools in the commonwealth.

Said commission shall, in the course of its investigation and
study, place particular emphasis on chapters two hundred and
fifteen and seven hundred and sixty-six of the acts of nineteen
hundred and seventy-two and chapter six hundred and twenty-two
of the acts of nineteen hundred and seventy-one, as these acts re-
late to admissions procedures in vocational and x'egional vocational
schools.

Resolve providing for an investigation and study by a special

COMMISSION RELATIVE TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A MASSACHU-
SETTS STUDENT LOAN PROGRAM.

Resolved, That a special commission, to consist of two members
of the senate, four members of the house of representatives, and
three persons to be appointed by the governor, one of whom shall
be a member of Massachusetts Student Lobby, and one of whom
shall be a representative from the banking industry, is hereby es-
tablished for the purpose of making an investigation and study of
house bills numbered 2155, establishing the Massachusetts student
loan office; 2354, establishing the Massachusetts student loan board
with authority to make loans to certain students; and 5786, estab-
lishing the Massachusetts student loan office; and related matters
concerning a Massachusetts student loan program and similar loan
programs established in the states of Texas and Minnesota. Said

Approved July 26, 197J/..

Chapter 78.
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commission shall report to the general court the results of its in-
vestigation and study and its recommendations, if any, together
with drafts of such legislation as may be necessary to carry such
recommendations into effect by filing the same with the clerk of
the house of representatives not later than the first Wednesday of
March, nineteen hundred and seventy-five.

Approved July 31, 1971/.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Six.

An Act mandating further qualifications for the
CERTIFICATION OF GUIDANCE COUNSELORS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled and by theauthority of the same, as follows:

1 The provisions of any general or special law to the contrary
2 or any rules or regulations of the Dept, of Education, Div. of
3 Educational Personnel to the contrary notwithstanding, any
4 applicant for certification as a guidance counsellor in any
5 public or private junior high school of the Commonwealth,
6 shall have completed a course in the principles of occupational
7 education.
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