
HOUSE 4401
By Mr. Roche of Springfield, petition of Richard P. Roche and

another relative to allowing voters to vote for “none of these
candidates” in certain elections. Election Laws.

Commontocaltfj of Jtlasteadmsette
In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight.

An Act allowing voters to vote for “none of these candidates”
IN CERTAIN ELECTIONS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, asfollows:

1 Chapter 54 of the General Laws is hereby amended by adding at
2 the end thereof the following section:
3 Section 162. Every ballot upon which appears the names of
4 candidates for any statewide office for President and Vice
5 President of the United States shall contain for each office an
6 additional line equivalent to the lines on which the candidates’
7 names appear and placed at the end of the group of lines containing
8 the names of the candidates for that office. Each additional line
9 shall contain a square in which the voter may express his choice of

10 that line in the same manner as he would express his choice of a
11 candidate, and the line shall read “None of these candidates”.
12 Only votes cast for the named candidates shall be counted in
13 determining nominations or election to any statewide office or
14 presidential nominations or the selection of presidential electors,
15 but for each office the number of ballots on which the additional

16 line was chosen shall be listed following the names of the
17 candidates and the number of their votes in every posting, abstract
18 and proclamation of the results of the election.
19 Every sample ballot or other instruction to voters prescribed or
20 approved by the secretary of state shall clearly explain that the
21 voter may mark his choice of the line “None of these candidates”
22 only if he has not voted for any candidate for the office.
23 Every voting device which contains the names of candidates lor
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24 any statewide office or President and Vice President of the United
25 States or for nomination as presidential candidates shall provide
26 an additional voting mechanism for each office, properly identified
27 and identical in form and function to those used in voting for
28 named candidates, which shall correspond to the additional line
29 required on paper ballots, and the line shall read “None of these
30 candidates”.
31 Sample ballots, diagrams and any other information given to
32 voters shall clearly explain the use of such additional voting
33 mechanism, that the voter may mark his choice of the line “None of
34 these candidates” only if he has not voted for any candidate for the
35 office.


