
No. 4839HOUSE
By Mr. DeVito of Everett, petition of Michael J. DeVito relative to

increasing the duties of the county finance and advisory boards.
Counties.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight

An Act increasing the duties of the county finance and
ADVISORY BOARDS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 35 of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking
2 out section 288 and inserting in place thereof the following new
3 section:
4 Section 288. Finance and Advisory Boards; review of budgets;
5 estimates of receipts and expenditures; recommendations.
6 In every county other than Suffolk and Nantucket, there shall be
7 a finance and advisory board to the county commissioners
8 consisting of the city manager, or his designee, in the case of a Plan9 Dor Plan E city or the mayor of each other city, or the chairman of10 the board of selectmen of each town, and the town manager or

11 administrator in a town which does not have selectmen
12 constituting the county. Each chairman may, by writing filed with
13 the county commissioners, from time to time appoint another
14 member of the board of selectmen as his designee on said board.
15 Each city and town shall have one vote on said board
16 plus additional votes and fractions thereof determined by
17 multiplying one and one half times the total number of cities and
18 towns in the county by a fraction of which the numerator shall be19 the total amount of all assessments made by the state treasurer to20 such city or town for expenses of county government and the

21 denominator shall be the total amount of all assessments made by
22 the state treasurer to all such cities and towns. The total vote of
23 each city or town shall be determined by the director of accounts
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24 and delivered in writing to the advisory board thirty days after the
25 state treasurer has sent his warrants for payments to the cities and
26 towns. The determination of votes shall be based upon the most
27 recent annual assessment.
28 The finance and advisory board shall receive the proposed
29 budget from the county commissioner for all departments under
30 their jurisdiction which shall include the clerk of the superior
31 court, the county treasurer, the register of probate, the register of
32 deeds and the county sheriff. Said board upon receiving the
33 proposed budget from the county commissioner shall hold at least
34 one public hearing to decide on the approval of said budget and
35 shall be limited to decreasing said budget and shall not have
36 authority to increase said budget. Upon approval or decrease of
37 said budget the board shall send said budget back to the county
38 commissioners who may accept or reject said recommendations,
39 but in the case of rejection, the finance and advisory board may
40 override such objection by a two-thirds vote of such board. The
41 county clerk shall notify the director of accounts of the action of
42 the advisory board and the director ofaccounts shall include notice
43 of the action of said board in the report filed with the general court
44 under the provisions of section thirty-five.
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