
HOUSE 5161
By Mr. Cohen of Andover (by request), petition of Karl Haartz to

provide the death penalty in the Commonwealth in such a manner as to
allow any person who does not approve of the death penalty from
having it take effect with respect to their own life should he be killed by
another person. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eight

An Act to provide the death penalty in this commonwealth in
SUCH A MANNER AS TO ALLOW ANY PERSON WHO DOES NOT APPROVE
OF THE DEATH PENALTY FROM HAVING IT TAKE EFFECTWITH RESPECT
TO THEIR OWN LIFE SHOULD IT BE KILLED BY ANOTHER PERSON.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Any other law to the contrary notwithstanding, the death
2 penalty shall be effective in this Commonwealth after January 1,
3 1979 for those who take the life of another person or persons while
4 committing a crime, or as a principal crime in itself; with the
5 exception that any person may file a sworn statement with the
6 police department of the place in which he resides as well as with
7 the principal public library in that locality which states that
8 “Should my life be killed by another person under any
9 circumstances, the life of the person that so acted shall not be

10 forfeited.”; and further, if so inclined, the person making such a
11 sworn statement may add this phrase to the statement “And any
12 part of my estate not otherwise encumbered, may be used to pay
13 for the costs of keeping the person who took my life provided with
14 the necessities of life while being held in incarceration.”
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