
HOUSE No. 5639
By Mr. Bolling of Boston, petition of Michael LoPresti, Jr., Royal

L. Bolling, Jr., Timothy A. Bassett, W. Paul White, Bernard D. Flynn
and others that insurance companies be required to furnish fire
officials with information relative to losses. Insurance.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Seventy-Eigf

An Act requiring insurance companies to furnish fire officials
WITH INFORMATION RELATING TO LOSSES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Chapter 148 of the General Laws is hereby amended, by striking
2 out section 32 and inserting in place thereof the following
3 section;
4 Section 32. (a) The state fire marshal may request any insurance
5 company to release information relative to any investigation it has
6 made concerning a loss due to fire of suspicious or incendiar\
7 origin which shall include but not be limited to: (1) An insurance
8 policy relative to such loss, (2) policy premium records, (3) histor\
9 of previous claims, and (4) other relevant material relating to such

10 loss.
11 (b) If any insurance company has reason to suspect that a fire
12 loss to its insured’s real or personal property was caused by
13 incendiary means, the company shall furnish the fire marshal with
14 all relevant material acquired during its investigation of the tire
15 loss, cooperate with and take such action as may be requested of it
16 by the state fire marshal and permit any person ordered by a court
17 to inspect any of its records pertaining to the policy and the loss.
18 Such insurance company may request the state fire marshal to
19 release information relative to any investigation he has made
20 concerning any such fire loss of suspicious or incendiary origin

21 (c) In the absence of fraud, malice or criminal act, no insurance
22 company, or person who furnished information on its behalf, shall
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23 be liable for damages in a civil action or subject to criminal
24 prosecution for any oral or written statement made that is
25 necessary to supply information required pursuant to this section.
26 (d) The officials and departmental and agency personnel
27 receiving any information furnished pursuant to this section shall
28 hold the information in confidence until such time as its release is
29 required pursuant to a criminal or civil proceeding.
30 (e) Any fire official referred to in subsection (a) of this section
31 may be required to testify as to any information in his possession
32 regarding the fire loss of real or personal property in any civil
33 action in which any person seeks recovery under a policy against an
34 insurance company for the fire loss.
35 (f) The provisions of this act shall apply to fire losses occurring
36 on or after the effective date of this act.
37 This act shall take effect upon passage.

This document has been printed on 100% recycled paper.


