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TO THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:

In accordance with the provisions of Article LVI of the Amend-
ments to the Constitution, I am returning, herewith. House Bill No.
2635, entitled, "An Act Relative to the Use of Firearms by Police
Officers Employed by Cities, Towns and the Commonwealth Summoned
During Certain Emergencies."

H.2635 would require state or local police officers to carry

their firearms when they enter any correctional or custodial facility

to suppress a "riot, disturbance, insurrection, uprising or other
similar incident".

This bill is identical to legislation which I vetoed last session,
and I have not been presented with any arguments which would lead me
to alter ray position. H.2635 would establish a dangerous precedent.

It would take away from the normal police chain of command a critical
tactical decision namely, the decision whether to arm the officers
entering a penal facility. More importantly, it would greatly increase

the risk of serious Injury or death for both inmates and police officers
and place prison officials in the unsatisfactory position of having to

choose between trying to take control of the facility without police
assistance or deploying fully armed police when nonlethal weapons and
tactics would suffice.

Even if I were convinced that such legislation is necessary, the
wording of H.2635 would be troublesome. Nowhere are the terms
"disturbance", "insurrection", "uprising", or "other similar incidents
defined. In a bill that requires the carrying of firearms, it is

absolutely imperative that the situations to which this requirement
applies be clearly defined and limited.

I therefore recommend that H.2635 be amended by striking out the

words "during or to suppress a riot, disturbance. Insurrection, uprising

or other similar incident" and inserting in place thereof Che words,

in response to a situation deemed appropriate by the senior law enforcement
officer at the scene, acting underlie direction of the officer in charge

of such police force ' /Jj
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