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Accompanying the second recommendation of the Department of

Revenue (House, No. 234). Local Affairs.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two.

An Act defining “emergency” wherein cities and towns may

BORROW OR EXPEND FUNDS.

1 SECTION 1. Clause (9) of section Bof chapter 44 of the Gener-
-2 al Laws, as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition is hereby amend-
-3 ed by adding at the end thereof the following two sentences: As
4 used in this clause, “emergency” means a sudden, unavoidable
5 event or series of events which could not reasonably have been
6 foreseen or anticipated at the time of submission of the annual
7 budget for approval. It shall not be deemed to include the funding
8 of collective bargaining agreements or such items as were previous-
-9 ly disapproved by the appropriating authority for the fiscal year in
10 which such borrowing is sought.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 2. Section 31 of said chapter 44 is hereby amended
2 by striking out the first sentence, as amended by chapter 269 of the
3 acts of 1955, and inserting in place thereof the following sen-
-4 tence: — No department financed by municipal revenue, or in
5 whole or in part by taxation, of any city or town, except Boston,
0 shall incur a liability in excess of the appropriation made for the
7 use of such department, each item recommended by the mayor and
8 voted by the council in cities, and each item voted by the town
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9 meeting in towns, being considered as a separate appropriation,
10 except in cases of major disaster, including, but not limited to,
I I flood, drought, fire, hurricane, earthquake, storm or other catas-
-12 trophe, whether natural or otherwise, which poses an immediate
13 threat to the health or safety of persons or property, and then only
14 by a vote in a city of two thirds of the members of the city council,
15 and in a town by a majority vote of all the selectmen.
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