
No. 1017HOUSE
By Mrs. Gray of Framingham, petition of Barbara E. Gray relative

to access requirements to certain tracts of land under the subdivision
control law. Local Affairs.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section eighty-one Lof chapter forty-one of the General Laws,
2 as most recently amended by chapter 534 of the acts of 1979, is3 hereby further amended by striking the definition for “Subdivi-
-4 sion” and substituting in place thereof the following new defini--5 tion:
6 “Subdivision” shall mean the division of a tract of land into two
/ or more lots and shall include resubdivision, and, when appropriate8 to the context, shall relate to the process of subdivision or the land
9 or territory subdivided; provided, however, that the division of a

10 tract of land into two or more lots shall not be deemed to constitute
11 a subdivision within the meaning of the subdivision control law if,
12 at the time it is made, the following conditions are met:
13 (a) Every lot has an area at least equal to that required by the
14 zoning ordinance or by-law, if any;
15 (b) Every lot has frontage (1) on a way which has been duly laid
1 6 out and established in the manner prescribed by statute, or (2) on a
17 way shown on a plan theretofore approved and endorsed in ac-
-18 cordance with the subdivision control law, or (3) on a way in
19 existence when the subdivision control law became effective in the
20 city or town in which the land lies, having, in the opinion of the
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21 planning board, sufficient width, suitable grades and adequate
22 construction to provide for the needs of vehicular traffic in relation
23 to the proposed use of the land abutting thereon or served thereby,
24 and for the installation of municipal services to serve such land and
25 the buildings erected or to be erected thereon;
26 (c) Every lot has frontage at least equal to that required by the
27 zoning ordinance or by-law, and if no distance is so required such
28 frontage shall be at least fifty feet; and
29 (d) Provision is made for sufficient access to any lot or tract of
30 land, resulting from said division, which is capable of being further
31 subdivided. Such access to be suitably located to provide for the
32 needs of future vehicular traffic as provided by the rules and
33 regulations of the planning board. In adopting rules and regula-
-34 tions regarding such access requirements, the planning board may
35 consider, among other things, the width of access, sight distance at
36 the intersection of such access with any way, distance to such access
37 from the nearest way or ways, and corner roundings or radii at the
38 intersection of such access with any way. Provided, however, that
39 the following acts shall not constitute a subdivision: (1) conveyan-
-40 ces or other instruments adding to, taking away from, or changing
41 the size or shape of lots in such a manner as not to leave any lot so
42 affected without the frontage or area as set forth above, or (2) the
43 division of a tract of land in existence when the subdivision control
44 law went into effect in the city ortown in which the land lies and on
45 which two or more buildings were standing when such subdivision
46 control law went into effect, into separate lots on each of which one
47 of such building remains standing, in such a manner so as not to
48 leave any lot so affected without frontage of at least fifty feet on a
49 way as defined in (b) above, or without such frontage, if access to
50 such lot is deemed to be suitable for the intended use by the
51 planning board of the city or town in which the land lies.
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