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By Ms. Gibson of Belmont, petition of Mary Jane Gibson relative to
the establishment of an advisory panel on issues related to the Alewife
Station of the Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority. Trans-
portation.

®fje Commontocaltl) of

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two

An Act relative to the establishment of an advisory panel on
ISSUES related to the alewife mbta station.

1 Whereas, The deferred operation of this act would tend to defeat
2 its purpose, which is to remedy a lack of effective coordination in
3 traffic and environmental planning at the Alewife MBTA tenth-
-4 nal, and the consequent road block in the creation of thousands of
5 new jobs near Alewife Parkway and Route 2in Cambridge, there-
6 fore it is hereby declared to be an emergency law, necessary for the

7 immediate preservation of the public convenience and welfare.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION I. Inasmuch as an $BO million MBTA terminal is
2 under construction at Alewife Parkway and Route 2 in Cam-
-3 bridge, near the boundaries of Arlington and Belmont without
4 construction of adequate highway facilities, the necessity for coor-
5 dinated State, municipal and community action is critical. A high

I 6 volume of highway traffic is avoiding the terminal area and de-
7 touring through neighborhood streets of Belmont and Arlington.

£ 8 Between 1975 and 1978, the Alewife Task Force failed to resolve
9 issues arising out of government-citizen planning participation.

10 Now, the consequences are affecting environmental and fiscal
11 well-being. Thousands of potential jobs in jointdevelopment con-
-12 tiguous to the terminal are being blocked. Government and busi-
-13 ness development costs are inflating.
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1 SECTION 2. Therefore the following panel is hereby estab-
-2 lished to advise the MBTA and the State DPW for the purpose of
3 coordinating and monitoring planning and construction;
4 One representative of the City of Cambridge to be namedby the
5 city manager; one representative of the Town of Arlington to be
6 named by the Selectment; one representative of the Town of
7 Belmont to be named by the Selectmen; one representative of the
8 MBTA and one representative of the DPW, both to be named by
9 the Secretary of Transportation and Construction; and a coordi-

-10 nator to be named by the Governor. The coordinator will be
11 permitted access to all MBTA and DPW planning and policy
12 documents and shall report monthly in writing to the Governor.

1 SECTION 3. Each municipal representative shall appoint
2 three resource persons for information and advice to expedite
3 planning. They may attend meetings and hearings conducted by
4 the panel but the exercise of voting authority shall rest in the
5 representatives.

1 SECTION 4. Significant issues related to traffic and the envi-
-2 ronment on which the unanimous advice of the municipal repre-
-3 sentatives has not been accepted by the MBTA or DPW or nego-
-4 tiated in a manner satisfactory to the municipal representatives
5 may be referred to the Governor or his designated representative
6 for resolution.

1 SECTIONS. Copies of the minutes of the panel shall be trans-
-2 mined to the Governor, President of the Senate, Speaker of the
3 House of Representatives, Chairmen of Senate and House Ways
4 and Means Committee, Transportation Committee, along with
5 Senators and Representatives of Cambridge, Arlington and Bel-
-6 mont.
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