
No. 3009HOUSE
By Mrs. Hicks of Wayland, petition of Paul D. Pearson and Lucile

P. Hicks that provision be made for the modification of foreign
alimony and support judgments, decrees, or orders. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two

An Act providing for the modification of foreign alimony and
SUPPORT JUDGMENTS, DECREES, OR ORDERS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House ofRepresentatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 GeneralLaws Chapter 208, Section 37, as most recently amend-
-2 ed by the Acts of 1977, Chapter 495, is hereby further amended by
3 adding the following at the end of thereof:
4 Section 2. A court of the Commonwealth having personal juris-
-5 diction over both parties may modify and alter a foreign judgment,
6 decree, or order of divorce or separate support where the foreign
7 court did not have personal jurisdiction over both parties upon the
8 entry of such judgment, decree, or order.
9 Section 3, A court of the Commonwealth having personal

10 jurisdiction over both parties to a foreign judgment, decree, or
I I order of divorce for support, where such foreign court had person-
-12 al jurisdiction over both parties, may modify and alter such foreign
13 judgment, decree, or order only to the extent it is modifiable or
14 alterable under the laws of such foreign jurisdiction, provided,
15 however, that if both parties to the foreign judgment are domicil-

-16 iaries of the Commonwealth, then a court of the Commonwealth
17 may modifiy and alter the foreign judgment in the same manner as
18 it could have had the judgment, order, or decree been issued by a
19 court of the Commonwealth; and provided further, that a court of
20 the Commonwealth may not modify or alter the judgment, order
21 or decree of a foreign jurisdiction having personal jurisdiction over
22 both parties concerning the division ofassignment of marital assets
23 or property.
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