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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two.

An Act providing for initiative and referendum procedures in

CITIES WITH A POPULATION OVER 100,000.

1 SECTION 1. Cities with a population over 100,000 may, upon
2 a majority vote of the city council, adopt initiative and referendum
3 procedures as set forth in the following sections:
4 Section 2. Citizen Initiative Measures
5 (a) Commencement of Proceedings Initiative procedures
6 shall be started by the filing of an initiative petition with the clerk of
7 the council or secretary of the school committee as may be. The
8 petition shall be addressed to the city council or to the school
9 committee, shall contain a request for passage of a particular

10 measure set forth in the petition, and shall be signed by not less
11 than ten per cent of the total number of voters. Signatures to
12 initiative petitions need not be all on one paper. All such papers
13 pertaining to any one measure shall be fastened together and shall
14 be filed in the office of the registrars of voters as one instrument,
15 with the endorsement thereon of the name and address of the
16 person designated as filing the same. With each signature to the
17 petition shall be stated the place of residence of the signer, giving
18 the street and number, if any.

19 Within five days after the filing of said petition the registrars of
20 voters shall ascertain by what number of voters the petition is
21 signed, and what percentage that number is of the total number of
22 voters, and shall attach thereto their certificate showing the result
23 of such examination.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:
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24 The registrars of voters shall hold the petition and their certifi-
-25 cate available for public inspection during ordinary office hours
26 for two full days, and unless written objections to the certificate of
27 the registrars of voters are filed by a voter within said period, the
28 registrars of voters certificate shall be deemed conclusive. If objec-
-29 tions are so filed, they shall be disposed of forthwith in the manner
30 provided by General Laws, chapter 53.
31 If no objections are so filed, the registrars of voters shall forth-
-32 with transmit the said certificate with the said petition to the city
33 council or to the school committee, according as the petition is
34 addressed, and at the same time shall send a copy of said certificate
35 to the person designated on the petition as filing the same.
36 (b) Referral to Corporation Counsel If the registrars of
37 voters determine that a sufficient number of the signers are voters,
38 the clerk of the council or the secretary of the school committee
39 shall transmit a copy of the petition to the corporation counsel.
40 Within fifteen days after his receipt of the petition the corporation
41 counsel shall advise the clerk of the council or the secretary of the
42 school committee in writing whether the measure may be proposed
43 by initiative procedures and whether it may lawfully be passed by
44 the city council or the school committee. If the opinion of the
45 corporation counsel is that the measure may not lawfully be
46 passed, he shall state his reason or reasons therefor in his reply. The
47 clerk of the council or the secretary of the school committee shall
48 furnish a copy of the corporation counsel’s opinion to the person
49 designated on the petition as filing the same and to the first ten
50 petitioners.
51 (c) Action on Petition Within thirty days after an initiative
52 petition is presented to the city council or the school committee and
53 after publication and a public hearing, the city council or the
54 school committee shall act with respect to the initiative measure by
55 passing it without change, or by rejecting it, or by passing some
56 other measure stated to be in lieu thereof. The passage of a measure
57 in lieu of an initiative measure shall be deemed a rejection of the
5H initiative measure. If the city council or the school committee fails
59 to act with respect to the initiative measure as required by this
60 section within thirty days after presentation, the measure shall be
61 deemed to have been rejected on the thirtieth day after presenta-
-62 lion. If an initiative measure is rejected, the clerk of the council or
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63 secretary of the school committee shall promptly give written
64 notice of that fact to the first ten petitioners.
65 (d) Supplemental Petitions Within forty-five days after no-
-66 tice of the rejection of an initiative measure has been given by the
67 clerk of the council or secretary of the school committee, a supple-
-68 mental initiative petition addressed to the city council or the school
69 committee may be filed in the office of the registrars of voters. The
70 supplemental initiative petition shall be signed by a number of
71 additional voters which is at least equal to five per cent of the total
72 number of voters. If the number of signatures to a supplemental
73 initiative petition is deemed sufficient by the registrars of voters,
74 the city council shall provide for submission of the initiative meas-
-75 ure to the voters at the next regular city election.
76 (e) Immediate Submission to Voters —lf the supplemental
77 initiative petition is signed by a number of additional voters which
78 is at least equal to ten per cent of the total number of voters as
79 aforesaid, the city council shall call a special election to be held on a
80 Tuesday fixed by it not less than thirty nor more than forty-five
81 days after the date of the certificate hereinbefore mentioned, and
82 shall submit the proposed measure without alteration to a vote of
83 the voters at that election; provided, that if any city election is
84 otherwise to occur within one hundred and twenty-five days after
85 the date of said certificate, the city council may at its discretion,
86 omit calling the special election and submit the proposed measure
87 to the voters at such approaching election.
88 (0 Publication The full text of the measure shall be published
89 in at least one local newspaper at least seven days before the
90 election at which the question is to appear on the ballot.
91 (g) Form of Ballot The ballots used when voting upon a
92 proposed measure under this section shall contain a question in
93 substantially the following form;
94 Shall the following measure which was proposed by an initiative
95 petition take effect?
96 (Text of measure or a fair, concise summary prepared by the
97 corporation counsel and approved by the registrar of voters)
98 Yes □ No □
99 (h) Time of Taking Effect If a majority of the votes cast on

100 the question is in the affirmative, the mesure shall be deemed to be
101 effective forthwith, unless a later date is specified in the measure.
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102 Section 3. Citizen Referendum Procedures
103 (a) Referendum Petition, Effect on Final Approval If, within

twenty-one days after the final approval ofany measure by the city
council or by the school committee, a petition signed by voters
equal in number to at least ten per cent of the total number of
voters, and addressed to the city council or to the school committee
as the case may be, protesting against such measure or any part
thereof taking effect, is filed in the office of the registrars of voters,
the same shall thereupon and thereby be suspended from taking
effect. The city council or the school committee, as the case may be,
shall forthwith reconsider such measure or part thereof; and if such
measure or part thereof is not entirely rescinded, the city council
shall submit the same, by the method herein provided, to a vote of
the voters either at the next regular city election, or at a special
election which may, in its discretion, be called for the purpose, and
such measure or part thereof shall forthwith become null and void
unless a majority of the voters voting on the same at such election
vote in favor thereof.
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120 (b) Certain Initiative Procedures to Apply The petition de-

scribed in this section shall be termed a referendum petition and
insofar as applicable sections 1,2and 6 shall apply to the procedure
in respect thereto, except that the words “measure or part thereof
protested against” shall for this purpose be understood to replace
“measure” in said section whenever it may occur, and “referen-
dum” shall be understood to replace the word “initiative” in said
section.
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128 Section 4. Initiative and Referendum: Ineligible Measures

None of the following measures shall be subject to initiative or
referendum procedures: (1) proceedings relating to the organiza-
tion or operation of the city council or school committee, (2) an
emergency measure adopted in conformity with the charier, (3) the
city budget or the school committee budget as a whole. (4) revenue
loan orders, (5) any appropriations for the payment of the city's
debts or obligations, (6) appropriations of funds necessary to
implement a written agreement executed under collective bargain-
ing, (7) any proceedings, or part thereof, relating to the election,
employment, appointment, suspension, transfer, demotion, remov-
al or discharge of any city officer or employee, (8) any proceedings
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140 repealing or rescinding a measure, or a part thereof, which is
141 protested by referendum procedure and (9) any proceeding provid-
-142 ing for the submission or referral of a matter to the voters at an
143 election.
144 Section 5. Submission of Proposed Measure to Voters
145 The city council may, of its own motion, and shall, upon request
146 of the school committee if a measure originated with that commit-
-147 tee and pertains to the affairs under its administration, submit to a
148 vote of the voters for adoption or rejection at a general or special
149 city election any proposed measure, or a proposition for the repeal
150 or amendment of any measure, in the same manner and w'ith the
151 same force and effect as are hereby provided for submission on
152 petition.
153 Section 6. Measures with Conflicting Provisions
154 If two or more proposed measures passed at the same election
155 contain conflicting provisions, only the one receiving the greater
156 number of affirmative votes shall take effect.
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