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By Mr. Corazzini of Shrewsbury, petition of Michael Joseph Con-
nolly, Leo R. Corazzini and Michael F. Flaherty relative to the penalty
for theft of certain public records. Criminal Justice.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in Genera!
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Chapter 266 of the General Laws, is hereby
2 amended by adding the following section:
3 Section 145. (a) Whoever willfully conceals on his person or
4 among his belongings a record of the commonwealth or its political
5 subdivisions as defined in Section 3of Chapter 66 of the General
6 Laws while still on the premises of the lawful custodian of the
7 record with the intention of converting it to his own use or willfully
8 and without authority removes such a record from the premises of
9 its lawful custodian shall be punished by a fine of not more than

10 five hundred dollars.
11 (b) Whoever willfully conceals on his person or among his
12 belongings a record of the commonwealth or its political subdivi-
-13 sions as defined in Section 3 of Chapter 66 of the General Laws
14 while still on the premises of the lawful custodian of the record
15 shall be prima facie presumed to have concealed the record with the
16 intention of converting it to his own use.
17 (c) A custodian of a record of the commonwealth or its political
18 subdivisions as defined in Section 3of Chapter 66 of the General
19 Laws or his agent who has probable cause to believe that someone

20 has committed the crime of record thief may detain such a person
21 on the premises of the record custodian or in the immediate vicinity
22 thereof in a reasonable manner and for a reasonable length of time
23 for the following:
24 (i) To conduct an investigation in a reasonable manner and
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25 within a reasonable length of time to determine whether such
26 person has unlawfully concealed or removed a record; or (ii) To
27 inform a peace officer of the detention of the person and to
28 surrender the person to the custody of the peace officer.
29 (d) Any peace officer may arrest without a warrant any person
30 he has probable cause to believe has committed the crime ofrecord
31 thief.

1 SECTION 2. Chapter 231 of the General Laws, is hereby
2 amended by adding the following section:
3 Section 94C. A custodian of a record of the commonwealth or
4 its political subdivisions as defined in Section 3of Chapter 66 ofthe
5 General Laws or his agent who detains or causes the arrest of any
6 person pursuant to section lof this act shall not be held civilly or
7 criminally liable for detention, assault, battery, slander, libel or
8 malicious prosecution by the person detained or arrested, provided
9 that in detaining or causing the arrest of the person the custodian

10 or his agent had at the time of the detention or arrest probable
11 cause to believe that the person committed the crime ofrecord thief
12 as defined in section 1 of this act.


