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By Mr. Natsios of Holliston, petition of Andrew S. Natsios for a

legislative amendment to the Constitution relative to the recall of
certain Constitutional officers. The Judiciary.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-Two.

Proposal for a legislative amendment to the constitution rela-
tive TO THE RECALL OF CERTAIN CONSTITUTIONAL OFFICERS.

1 A majority ofall the members elected to the Senate and House of
2 Representatives, in joint session, hereby declares it to be expedient
3 to alter the Constitution by the adoption of the following Article of
4 Amendment, to the end that it may become a part of the Constitu-
-5 tion [if similarly agreed to in a joint session of the next General
6 Court and approved by the people at the state election next follow-
-7 ing];

8

9 The qualified voters of the Corfimonwealth may petition for the
10 recall of the Governor, the Lieutenant Governor, Secretary, Treas-
-11 urer and Receiver General, and Auditor of the Commonwealth
12 after the first year of the term for which such constitutional officer
13 was elected. Such recall petition, setting forth in not more thantwo
14 hundred words the name of the officer to be recalled, the office
15 which he occupies and the reason or reasons for demanding the
16 recall of said officer, shall first be signed by fifty qualified voters of
1 7 the Commonwealth and shall then be submitted to the secretary of
18 the Commonwealth. The secretary of the Commonwealth shall
19 provide blanks for the use of subsequent signers, and shall print at
20 the top of each bank the aforementioned information together with
21 the names and residences of the first fifty signers.
22 Such recall petition shall be signed by registered voters equal in
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23 number to at least twelve percent of the total cast for the office of
24 governor at the last preceding election. All petitions containing
25 signatures shall be filed with the secretary of the commonwealth
26 not later than ninety days after the secretary of the commonwealth
27 provides blanks for the use of subsequent signers.
28 When a recall petition, signed by the required number of quali-
-29 fied voters, has been filed as aforesaid, the secretary of the com-
-30 monwealth shall forthwith transmit the said petition, together with
31 a cert ificate'of its sufficiency, to the Governor, who shall thereupon
32 order and fix a date for holding a simultaneous recall election and
33 primary election for said office not less than sixty nor more than
34 ninety days from the date such petitions are received by the gover-
-35 nor.
36 The secretary of the commonwealth shall make or cause to be
37 made publication of notice for the holding of such election, and
38 officers charged by law with duties concerning elections shall make
39 all arrangements for such election and the same shall be conducted,
40 returned and the result thereof declared, in all respects as are other
41 state elections.
42 The ballot at such election shall be a primary ballot, on which
43 shall first appear the following questions: “Shall (name of per-
-44 son against whom the recall petition is filed) be recalled from the
45 office of (title of office)?”, following which question shall be the
46 words “Yes” or “No” on separate lines, with a blank space at the
47 right of each, in which the voter shall indicate his vote for or against
48 such recall. On such ballots, under each such question, shall be
49 printed the contents of the recall petition, and in not more than two
50 hundred words there shall also be printed, if desired by him, the
51 member’s justification of his course in office. Below such recall
52 question, petition contents, and justification, there shall appear
53 said party’s candidates for nomination for said office, in the event
54 that such office becomes vacant as a result of the recall election.
55 Provisions of law governing primary elections shall otherwise
56 apply, insofar as they are applicable.
57 If a majority of the voters voting on the recall question shall vote
58 in the affirmative, the member shall be recalled, and the office shall
59 be declared vacant.
60 If a majority of the voters voting on the recall question shall vote
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61 in the affirmative, the member shall be recalled, and the office shall
62 be declared vacant.
63 If a majority of the voters voting on the question shall vote in the
64 negative, recall shall not prevail and the officer shall continue in
65 office.
66 In the case of any vacancy created by a recall election, such
67 vacancy shall be filled by a special election held four weeks follow-
-68 ing the simultaneous recall and primary election provided for
69 herein. Provisions of law governing special state elections shall
70 otherwise apply, so far as may be apt. No officer recalled from any
71 office shall be a candidate to fill the vacancy created by such recall.
72 The officer against whom such petition has been filed shall
73 continue to perform the duties of his office until the result of such
74 special election shall have been officially declared.
75 After one recall election, no further recall petition shall be filed
76 against the same officer during the term for which he was elected.
77 This article is self-executing, but laws may be enacted to facili-
-78 tate its operation providing that no law shall be enacted to hamper,
79 restrict, or impair the right of recall.
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