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By Mr. Baehrach, a petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate, No. 717)

of George Baehrach that provision be made for an investigation and study
by the Executive Office of Human Services relative to the reporting and
management of cases of child abuse. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.

3hf (£nmnunum'alth of IHassarltusptta

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

Resolve authorizing the secretary of human services to ap-

point A COMMITTEE TO STUDY AND REPORT TO THE LEGISLATURE

CONCERNING CERTAIN ISSUES RELATIVE TO THE REPORTING AND

MANAGEMENT OF CASES ON CHILD ABUSE.

1 Resolved, that the Secretary of Human Services appoint a
2 committee, described hereafter, to study and report to the
3 Legislature on certain issues relative to the reporting and
4 management of cases on child abuse, as defined hereafter.
5 The committee shall study and report on the question
6 whether the present child abuse reporting statute Chapter
7 119, Section 51A et seq. should be amended to include agencies
8 of the criminal justice system, particularly the District At-
-9 torneys’ offices, as recipients of child abuse reports.

10 In its examination and report, the committee shall consider:
11 a. the types of abuse that would be considered for referral
12 to the District Attorneys’ offices
13 b. the present and projected incidence of these oases
14 c. the consequences for the health and welfare of the chil-
-15 dren involved, to include both the victim and other children
16 in the household
17 d. the consequences for the family unit
18 e. the systems necessary to minimize the adverse effects on
19 these children
20 f. the strengths and weaknesses of existing relationships be-
-21 tween the Department of Social Services and the criminal jus-
-22 tice system
23 This report shall also describe the research methodology and
24 the sources used.
25 The Secretary shall appoint the committee of no more than
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26 sixteen persons to consist of representatives from the follow-
-27 ing:
28 a. two members from private child welfare agencies which
29 deliver protective services to abused and neglected children
30 and their families
31 b. two pediatricians with strong theoretical and clinical ex
32 perience in child abuse and neglect
33 c. two representatives from District Attorneys’ offices
34 d. two representatives from the Department of Social Serv-
-35 ices, one of whom will be a protective service social worker
36 with more than two years of clinical experience in child abuse
37 and neglect
38 e. two members from child welfare advocacy organizations
39 one of which shall be the Massachusetts Committee for Chil-
-40 dren and Youth
41 f. one member from the Department of Youth Services
42 g. one member from the Department of Mental Health
43 h. one member from the Office for Children
44 i. one member from the trial court of the District Court De-
-45 partment
46 j. one member of the Juvenile Court
47 The Secretary shall appoint, as chairperson of this commit-
-48 tee, a person with more than ten years of child welfare ex-
-49 perience, with academic qualifications in social work, pedi-
-50 atrics or child development. This person shall serve without
51 compensation.
52 The committee shall hire a staff person, compensation not
53 to exceed $5,000.00.
54 Said committee shall issue a final report to the Secretary of
55 Human Services and to the Clerks of both the House of Repre-
-56 sentatives and the Senate ninety days after passage of this
57 Resolve.


