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By Mr. Dackman, a petition (accompanied by resolve, Senate, No. 753)

of Jack H. Backman, Eleanor Myerson and George Bachrach that provi-
sion be made for an investigation and study by a special commission (in-
cluding members of the General Court) relative to redeterminations of
social security disability. Human Services and Elderly Affairs.
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Resolved, That a special commission to consist of twelve
members is hereby established to investigate and study, as
a basis for legislative action, the quality and conduct of the dis-
ability determination service of the Massachusetts rehabilita-
tion commission. Said investigation and study shall include,
but not be limited to, consideration of: the unit’s response to
recent federal guidelines concerning case reviews, the quality
and efficacy of medical consultation; worker caseloads; the ac-
curacy of initial determinations and subsequent appeals, es-
pecially as compared to other states; and basic application and
appeal procedures.
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12 Said commission shall consist of the senate and house chairs

of the committee on human services and elderly affairs, and
the following ten members to be appointed by the governor:
the secretary of the executive office of human services, the
commissioner of the department of public welfare, the commis-
sioner of the Massachusetts rehabilitation commission, the
state supervisor of the disability determination service, two
representatives of disability rights organization, a legal serv-
ices attorney with experience in application or appeal pro-
cedures, an active or retired administrative law judge with ex-
perience in hearing social security disability case appeals, a
regional officer representing the federal social security agency
and one member of a labor union that represents disability de-
termination workers and who is a worker himself.
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26 The Massachusetts rehabilitation commission and disability

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

Resolve to create a special commission to investigate

REDETERMINATIONS OF SOCIAL SECURITY DISABILITY.
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27 determination service shall provide full cooperation to the com-
-28 mission, including direct and unrestricted access to all records,
29 papers, and files, provided that any patient records examined
30 shall have patient identifying information removed.
31 The commission shall commence its investigation within
32 thirty days of passage of this resolve. Said commission shall
33 file the final report of its investigation and study and its rec-
-34 ommendations, ifany, together with drafts of legislation neces-
-35 sary to carry its recommendations into effect within ninety
36 days of the investigation’s commencement.


