
SENATE No. 1210
By Mr. LoPresti, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1210) of

Michael LoPresti, Jr., and Jeffrey N. Baron for legislation to provide that
a certain license for the purpose of placing and maintaining fill and struc-
tures in, over and on the waters of the Charles River in the city of Cam-
bridge be irrevocable. Natural Resources and Agriculture.
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In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act providing that a certain license for the purpose

OF PLACING AND MAINTAINING FILL AND STRUCTURES IN OVER

AND ON THE WATERS OF THE CHARLES RIVER IN THE CITY OF

CAMBRIDGE BE IRREVOCABLE.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Notwithstanding the provisions of any general
or special law to the contrary, the following license and au-

3 thority heretofore granted to build a sea wall and bulk heads
4 and other structures and to fill and maintain solid flats situ-
-5 ated in the City of Cambridge and lying on the Charles River
6 between Canal and Craigie Bridge is hereby made irrevo-
-7 cable:
8 The license granted by the Massachusetts Board of Harbor
9 Commissioners, 8 Pemberton Square, Boston, to James A.

10 Woodbury, Solomon A. Woods and Fred Pope, dated July
11 8, 1874, and recorded with Middlesex South District Registry
12 of Deeds, Book 1329, Page 219, on September 21, 1874.
13 Said license having been granted for the purpose of build-
-14 ing a sea wall and bulk heads and to fill solid flats owned by
15 said licenses, James A. Woodbury, Solomon A. Woods and
16 Fred Pope, and situated in the City of Cambridge and lying
17 on Charles River between Board Canal and Craigie Bridge,
18 as set forth in said license in conformity with plans filed
19 with the Board of Harbor Commissioners, numbered 227,
20 227 A and 2278. Said plans having been recorded in the
21 Middlesex South District, Book of Plans, Number 26, Page 6.
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Section 2. The general Court hereby declares and finds
that the land to which the license referred to in section one
relates and consists in paid of historic flats; that the land
bears a resulting cloud on title which causes serious impedi-
ments to the marketing and financing of improvements to
the land; that such improvements can be financed only if said
cloud on title is removed and if said licenses are made irrevo-
cable; and that the improvement of the land will serve a
proper public purpose by assisting economic revival of the
Southeastern portion of the City of Cambridge putting the
land back into productive use , and promoting the public use
and enjoyment of the banks of the Charles River; and that
such improvements will not be detrimental to the public
navigation of the course of the Charles River.
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Section 3. In the event of taking of any land referred to
in section one by the Commonwealth or any of its political
subdivisions, the measure of damages recoverable by reason
of such taking shall be determined in accordance with the
provisions of chapter seventy-nine of the General Laws.
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Section 4. The present and proposed usage of such land
referred to in section one is hereby declared to serve the
public good. Therefore, any and all rights of the public and
of the Commonwealth in and to the flats described in the
license referred to in said section one are hereby declared to
be forever extinguished.
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