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By Mr. D’Amico, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1294) of

Gerard D’Amico and Paul Kollios for legislation to further define the
category of persons eligible for handicapped license plates. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act further defining the category of persons eligible

FOR HANDICAPPED LICENSE PLATES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Represe7itatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section twenty-one of chapter forty of the gen-
-2 eral laws, as most recently amended by chapter four hundred
3 and one of the acts of nineteen hundred seventy-seven, is here-
-4 by amended by inserting after clause (14) the following
5 clauses (14A) and (14B);

6 (14A) Requiring that designated parking spaces for handi-
-7 capped persons’ vehicles be provided in public and private off-
-8 street parking areas.
9 (a) Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, any person

10 or body that has lawful control of a public or private way or
11 of improved or enclosed property used as off-street parking
12 areas for businesses, shopping malls, theaters, auditoriums,
13 sporting or recreational facilities, cultural centers, residential
14 dwellings, shall reserve parking spaces in said off-street park-
-15 ing areas for any vehicle bearing the distinguishing license
16 plate or placard authorized by section two of chapter ninety
17 of the General Laws, according to the following formula:
18 If the number of parking spaces in any such area is more
19 than fifteen but not more than twenty-five, one parking space;
20 more than twenty-five but not more than forty, five per cent
21 of such spaces but not less than two spaces; more than forty
22 but not more than one hundred, four per cent of such spaces
23 but not less than three spaces; more than one hundred but not
24 more than two hundred, three per cent of such spaces but not

Slip (Eommmtuu'alth of ifflasoarlrusetta



SENATE—No. 1294. [Mar.9

25 less than four spaces; more than two hundred but not more
26 than five hundred, two per cent of such spaces but not less
27 than six spaces; more than five hundred but not more than
28 one thousand, one and one-half per cent of such spaces but not
29 less than ten spaces; more than one thousand but not more
30 than two thousand, one per cent of such spaces but not less
31 than fifteen spaces; more than two thousand but less than five
32 thousand, three-fourths of one per cent of such spaces but not

less than twenty spaces; and more than five thousand, one-
34 half of one per cent of such spaces but not less than thirty
35 spaces.

36 (b) Parking spaces designated as reserved for exclusive
37 use by persons defined within section two of chapter ninety
38 of the General Laws shall, by the thirty-first day of Decem-
-39 ber, nineteen hundred eighty-four; be identified by the use
40 of above grade signs with white lettering against a blue back-
-41 ground and shall bear the words “Handicapped Parking: state
42 permit required” and shall bear adequate notice that vehicles
43 of violators will be towed at the expense of the vehicle owner,
44 and; be as near as possible to a building entrance or walk-
-45 way and; be adjacent to curb cuts or other unobstructed
46 methods permitting sidewalk access to a handicapped person
47 and; be twelve feet wide or be two eight feet wide areas with
48 four feet of cross hatch between them.
49 (14B) Prohibiting or regulating the parking of vehicles in
50 designated handicapped parking spaces within certain park-
-51 ing areas. Prohibiting or regulating the leaving of unauthor-
-52 ized vehicles:
53 (a) within designated parking spaces for disabled veterans
54 or handicapped persons’ vehicles as authorized by section
55 (14A) of this chapter, or (b) which obstruct a sidewalk ramp
56 designed for use by handicapped persons as a means of egress
57 to a street or public way; may after two previous violations
58 of this chapter be removed according to the procedures pro-
-59 vided for in section 120 D of chapter 266.
60 Any such ordinance or by-law promulgated pursuant to the
61 provisions of this section shall contain a penalty of not less
62 than fifteen dollars nor in excess of fiftv dollars.
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1 Section 2. Section twenty-two Aof chapter forty of the
2 General Laws, as most recently amended is hereby further
3 amended by striking out the phrase '“distinctive number
4 plates” wherever it appears and inserting in place thereof the
5 phrase “distinguishing license plate or placard”.

Section 3. Section twenty-two A of chapter forty of the
General Laws, as most recently amended, is hereby further
amended by inserting in the first paragraph after the sentence
ending, “.

. . driven by a disabled veteran or by a handicapped
person and bearing the distinctive number plates authorized
by section two of chapter ninety”, the following sentences;

1
9

(
4

5

6
A vehicle displaying a distinguishing plate or placard pro-

vided for in this section shall be allowed to park for unlimited
periods in parking zones restricted as to the length of time
parking is permitted and shall be allowed to park in any
metered parking space without being required to pay any
parking meter fees, and shall be allowed to park in any stall
or space designated as parking for handicapped persons. The
preceding sentence shall have no application to those zones
in which the stopping, parking, or standing of all vehicles is
prohibited or to those zones which are reserved for special
types of vehicles.

i

8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

1 Section 4. The second paragraph of section twenty-two A
of chapter forty of the General Laws, as most recently amend-

3 ed by chapter two hundred sixty of the Acts of nineteen hun-
4 dred seventy-nine, is hereby amended in the first sentence
5 contained therein by inserting after the words “ways within
6 its said control” the following words;

7 “by prohibiting the parking or standing of any vehicles in
8 such a manner as to obstruct any sidewalk ramp designed for

£ 9 use by handicapped persons, or . . .

Section 5. The second paragraph of section twenty-two B1
2 of chapter forty of the General Laws, as most recently amend-
3 ed, is hereby further amended by striking the entire para-
4 graph.

Section 6. The sixth paragraph of section two of chapter
ninety of the General Laws is hereby amended by striking out

1
2
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3
4

the third sentence, as appearing in section one of chapter six
hundred eighty-seven of the Acts of nineteenhundred seventy-
seven and inserting in place thereof the following;5

The registrar shall upon application of any handicapped
person, issue without additional fees an authorized parking
identification placard for a pleasure or passenger vehicle which
is owned or leased by a handicapped person or which is used
to transport one or more handicapped persons or a commercial
vehicle which is used primarily to transport one or more
handicapped persons. A handicapped person is defined as any
person who has one or more of the following handicapping
conditions:

6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15 (1) loss, or loss of the use of one or both lower extremi-

ties; or significant limitation in the use of one or both lower
extremities; or a disease or disorder which substantially im-
pairs or interferes with mobility; or inability to move without
the aid of an assistive device;

16
17
18
19
20 (2) blindness to such an extent that the person’s central

visual acuity does not exceed 20/200 in the better eye, with
corrective lenses, as measured by the Snellen test, or visual
acuity that is greater than 20/200, but with a limitation in
the field of vision such that the widest diameter of the vision
field subtends an angle not greater than 20 degrees;

21
22
23
24
25
26 (3) chronic lung disease, with certification from a licensed

physician that such chronic disease is evidenced by a forced
expiratory volume (FEV) in one second of one liter or less;

27
28

(4) cardiovascular disease to the extent that that person’s
functional limitations are classified in severity as class 111 or
class IV according to standards accepted by the American
Heart Association.

29
30
31
32

A “permanently handicapped person” is defined as any
handicapped person whose handicapping condition or condn
tions as defined in this section, lasts or is expected to last
for a continuous period of more than twelve months.

33
34
35
36

A “temporarily handicapped person” is defined as any
handicapped person whose handicapping condition or condi-
tions, as defined in this section, lasts or is expected to last
for a period not greater than twelve months.

o*737

38
39
40

The registrar, upon application of any permanently handi-41
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42 capped person, shall issue an authorized parking identification
43 placard. The registrar, upon application of any temporarily
44 handicapped person, shall issue a temporary placard, similar
45 in all respects to the aforementioned authorized parking
46 identification placard except that such temporary placard
47 shall expire six months from its effective date. An authorized
48 parking identification placard bearing the international sym-
-49 bol of access shall be issued by the registrar to a handicapped
50 person to be utilized in a vehicle at the time and only at that
51 time that that vehicle is being used to transport the handi-
-52 capped person. The authorized parking identification placard
53 shall be numbered and shall identify the handicapped, person
54 to whom it is issued and shall verify that such person is handi-
-55 capped and eligible to receive such placard. The placard is for
56 the exclusive use of the person to whom it is issued and is
57 subject to revocation if it is used by any other person. Such
58 placard, if issued to a permanently handicapped person in
59 whose name a motor vehicle is registered shall be renewed
60 annually with the registration of such motor vehicle. All other
61 placards issued to permanently handicapped persons shall be
62 renewed annually from their effective date. Temporary plac-
-63 ards issued to temporarily handicapped persons shall expire,
64 and, upon application, semiannually be renewed.
65 Any permanently handicapped person who is eligible to be
66 issued an authorized parking identification placard pursuant
67 to this section and who has a motor vehicle registered in his
68 or her name shall, upon application to the registry of motor
69 vehicles, be issued a set of distinguishing license plates bear-
-70 ing the international symbol of access. Such license plates
71 shall expire and be renewed as provided in the general laws
72 for all other non-exempt vehicles.
73 Motor vehicles bearing the official identification of a handi-
-74 capped person issued by any other state, district or territory
75 subject to the laws of the United States shall be recognized as
76 acceptable identification in the Commonwealth of Massachu-
-77 setts.
78 Only those motor vehicles displaying a placard or plate
79 issued pursuant to this section shall be authorized to stop,
80 stand or park in public or private areas reserved for exclusive
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81 use by handicapped persons. A vehicle displaying the inter-
-82 national symbol of access is not authorized under this section
83 to park in spaces reserved for vehicles bearing the distinguish-
-84 ing plate or parking identification placard issued pursuant to
85 this section. The distinguishing license plate or placard for
86 motor vehicles shall not be used for special parking privi-
-87 leges, as set forth in this section, when such vehicles are not
88 being operated by or carrying as a passenger the handicapped
89 person to whom such plate or placard has been issued.
90 The application for registration under this section shall be
91 filed with the registry of motor vehicles in such form and de-
-92 tail as the registrar shall prescribe. The registrar may require
93 the applicant for registration to furnish proof of his or her
94 disability from a physician to the satisfaction of the registrar,
95 who is empowered to carry out the intent of this section by
96 promulgating rules and regulations.
97 The distinguishing license plate or authorized placard shall
98 be issued without additional fees by the registrar pursuant to
99 procedures adopted by the registrar.

100 Placards must be displayed on the driver’s side of a motor
101 vehicle used to transport a handicapped person and must be
102 turned face up on the dashboard.
103 Any license plates issued prior to this Act shall remain
104 valid until replaced under this Act but in no instance shall be
105 valid beyond the thirty-first day of December, nineteen hun-
-106 dred and eighty-four.
107 A handicapped person who uses the distinguishing plates or
108 authorized handicapped persons’ placard in a manner which
109 violates the provisions of this section or allows individuals
110 other than him or herself to use the privileges provided may
111 have this privilege revoked after suitable notice and oppor-
-112 tunity for hearing has been given to him or her by the reg-
-113 istrar of motor vehicles. Hearings under the provisions of this
114 section shall be held in accordance with rules and regulations
115 promulgated by the registrar of motor vehicles and shall be
116 subject to review by the Superior Court of the county where-
-117 in the handicapped person resides.
118 Any person who fraudulently obtains or unlawfully uses
119 such parking placard or plate or who uses an unauthorized
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replica of such placard or plate with the intent to deceive is
guilty of a nonmoving traffic violation, punishable as appli-
cable laws prescribe.

120
121
122

Section 7. One commercial vehicle which is registered to a
person who qualified for the exemption provided in this sec-
tion defining a handicapped person is exempted from the
weight fees provided for in the general laws and is exempted
from the excise fees.

1
2
3
4
5

1 Section 8. If any provision or clause of this chapter or
application thereof to any person or circumstances is held
invalid, such invalidity shall not affect other provisions or
applications of this chapter which can be given effect with-
out the invalid provision or application, and to this end the
provisions of this chapter are declared to be severable.
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