
SENATE No. 1314
By Mr. McKenna, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1314) of

Denis L. McKenna for legislation to change the requirements for driving
instructors and driver training schools. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act changing the requirements for driving instructors
AND DRIVER TRAINING SCHOOLS.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVING
2 INSTRUCTORS:
3 A. Change both basic (behind-the-wheel) and advanced
4 (classroom) driving instructor course from 45 hours each to
5 90 hours each. Fifteen hours of instruction in each course shall
6 be on the effects of drinking and drugs on driving.
7 B. Each driving instructor shall be required to complete an
8 8 hour course of instruction each calendar year. Four hours
9 of which shall be on the effects of drinking or drugs on driv-

10 ing. The Registry of Motor Vehicles shall not renew commer-
-11 cial driving instructor certificates without proof of completion
12 of such course.
13 C. Any non-profit organization other than a government
14 agency, giving an 8 hour seminar, have at least twenty (20)
15 licensed Massachusetts driver training schools as current
16 members. Said non-profit organization shall notify the Reg-

-17 istry of Motor Vehicles at least 60 days prior to each 8 hour
18 seminar and shall allow non-members to attend.

3 A. The Registry of Motor Vehicles shall only issue driver
4 training school licenses to persons, partnerships or corpora-
-5 tions where one individual applying for such license shall have
6 worked as a paid full-time driving instructor for not less than
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1 SECTION 2. REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVER TRAINING
2 SCHOOLS:
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7 2 years for a licensed Massachusetts driver training school.

8 B. Only driver training schools that have had the same
9 ownership for 5 years or more shall be allowed to teach either

10 the basic or advanced instructor training courses. The Reg-
-11 istry of Motor Vehicles shall limit the number of both basic
12 and advanced driver training certificates to no more than a
13 total of ten certificates per licensed driver training school per
14 calendar year. Only licensed driver training schools that have
15 had the same ownership for five years or more shall be allowed
16 to teach defensive driving, advanced driving, alcohol or drug
17 related or other similar licensed driver training courses. The
18 Registry shall revoke or suspend licenses of driver training
19 school that do not adhere to this statute.
20 C. The Registry of Motor Vehicles shall be allowed to limit
21 the number of driving schools for the good of the general
22 public and for the good of those learning how to drive. The
23 Registry shall require driving schools give legal notice of
24 intent to open in at least two (2) local newspapers, thirty days
25 before such license may be granted. If there is objection, the
26 Registry shall conduct a hearing within 60 days after receiv-
-27 ing such objection. After all arguments have been presented,
28 the Registry shall be required to make a decision within 30
29 days.
30 Licenses shall be granted at public or private schools, branch
31 office(s) or existing driver training schools without adhering
32 to this statute.


