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SENATE No. 1326
By Mr. Reilly, a petition (accompanied by bill, Senate, No. 1326) of

Martin T. Reilly and Paul E. Caron for legislation relative to the issuance
of learner’s permits restricted to operation of motorcycles. Public Safety.

In the Year One Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-three.

An Act relative to the issuance of learner’s permits

RESTRICTED TO OPERATION OF MOTORCYCLES.

Be it enacted by theSenate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:

1 Section 1. Section 8B of chapter 90 of the General Laws
2 is hereby amended by striking the third sentence and insert-
-3 ing in place thereof the following sentence:
4 The registrar in his discretion, after the applicant has suc-
-5 cessfully passed all parts of the examination other than the
6 driving test, may issue to the applicant a learner’s permit
7 which shall entitle him, while having such permit in his im-
-8 mediate possession, to drive a motor vehicle upon any way
9 when accompanied by an operator, licensed by the registrar,

10 who is eighteen years of age or over, who has had at least one
11 year of driving experience and who is occupying a seat beside
12 the driver; provided, however, that in the cases of a motor-
-13 ized bicycle no such accompanying operator shall be required;
14 and provided, further, that if the applicant has been issued a
15 learner’s permit restricted to the operation of a motorcycle,
16 in accordance with section 8L of this chapter, said learner’s
17 permit shall not entitle him to carry any passenger while op-
-18 erating such motorcycle upon any way or to operate a motor-
-19 cycle upon any way at any time after sunset or before sun-
-20 rise; and provided, further, that anything to the contrary con-
-21 tamed in this section notwithstanding, all learner’s permits
22 restricted to the operation of motorcycles shall be valid for
23 six months from the date of issue or until the holder shall
24 have received a license to operate motorcycles from the date
25 of issue or, whichever first occurs; and the holder of such
26 motorcycle learner’s permit may take not more than three
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27 driving tests within said six month period upon payment of
28 the fee required by section thirty-three.

1 Section 2. Chapter 90 of the General Laws Is hereby
2 amended by inserting after section 8K the following sec-
-3 tion:
4 BL. No learner’s permit restricted to the operation of a
5 motorcycle shall be issued unless the applicant for such leam-
-6 er’s permit shall furnish proof of enrollment in a motorcycle
7 safety education course pursuant to this section.
8 The department of education, through public schools, li-
-9 censed commercial driver training schools or approved indi-

10 viduals or business organizations shall provide courses in mo-
ll torcycle safety education meeting the requirements of this
12 section and the regulations of the department of education.
13 The department of education shall approve all such courses
14 and shall have authority and responsibility for implementa-
-15 tion of the motorcycle safety education program.
16 The course in motorcycle safety education shall be designed
17 to develop and instill theknowledge, attitudes, habits and skills
18 necessary for safe operation of a motorcycle, the course shall
19 include not less than eleven hours of classroom instruction and
20 eleven hours of on-cycle driver training. At least three hours
21 of these eleven must be on a motorcycle operating on the
22 streets or highways under normal traffic conditions.
23 Motorcycle safety education programs shall be made avail-
-24 able to any eligible resident who either currently holds a valid
25 Massachusetts motor vehicle operator’s license or who has
26 successfully completed a driver education course. A tuition
27 fee, set and approved by the department, shall be required as
28 an enrollment fee to be paid by the applicant. The depart-
-29 ment shall establish education requirements for qualifications
30 as a motorcycle safety education instructor. The department
31 shall approve applicants who meet the minimum standards of
32 this section and regulations of the department. The instruc-
-33 tor must at least meet all the same requirements as a driver
34 education instructor. Said person must hold a valid motor-
-35 cycle license and have at least two years of motorcycle driving
36 experience.
37 The department of education is hereby authorized to estab-
-38 lish regulations to further implement this section.


