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Boston MPO Circulates Draft 2000–2025 Transportation
Plan for Public Review

The members of the Boston Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO):  Executive Office of Transportation and Construction  •  City of Boston  •  City of Everett  •  City of 
Newton  •  City of Peabody  •  Federal Highway Administration  •  Federal Transit Administration  •  Joint Regional Transportation Committee  •  Massachusetts Bay Transporta-
tion Authority  •  Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority Advisory Board  •  Massachusetts Highway Department  •  Massachusetts Port Authority  •  Massachusetts 
Turnpike Authority  •  Metropolitan Area Planning Council  •  Town of Bedford  •  Town of Framingham  • Town of Hopkinton   

Tours of the 10-lane underground section
of the Central Artery that is accessible
from the new North Street off-ramp are
among events planned for this year’s First
Night celebration in Boston. For many
this will be the first opportunity to tour
the project since construction began in
1992. 

While the full project is more than four
years from completion and many portions
are not yet ready for visits from the pub-
lic, First Night revelers will be able to
safely stroll down the North Street off-
ramp and spend 15 minutes or so in the
10 lanes where traffic will eventually
travel. One of the lanes will be set up as
a “Fast Lane” to expedite tours for those
with a $15 First Night button. The tours,
which will operate from 1:00 P.M. to 5:00
P.M., will feature displays and photographs
from the past nine years of construction. 

For more information about other First
Night events and locations where but-
tons may be purchased, call (617) 542-
1399 or visit First Night Boston’s Web
site at www.firstnight.org.

On November 20
the Sub-Signatory
Committee of the
Boston Metropolitan
Planning Organiza-
tion (MPO) voted to
circulate the draft
2000–2025 Boston

MPO Transportation Plan for public
review. The document provides a 25-year
assessment of the Boston region’s trans-
portation needs and identifies roadway,
transit, bicycle, and pedestrian projects
that the MPO plans to pursue. An
updated Air Quality Conformity analysis
is also included in the Plan. 

Release of the draft is a significant mile-
stone in a public process that began last
winter with frequent meetings involving

transportation agencies, local officials,
community organizations, and interested
citizens throughout the region. These
public meetings helped to identify
regional transportation needs and shape
the Plan’s development. Five additional
public meetings will be held this month
to solicit comments on the draft docu-
ment (see the calendar on page 4 for
details).

The comment period on the draft Plan
will close on January 5, 2001. Copies of
the document can be requested by e-mail
at publicinformation@ctps.org, or by con-
tacting Terry Regan of the Central Trans-
portation Planning Staff at (617) 973-
7141. The Plan is also available on the

Boston’s First Night 
Celebration to Include Big
Dig Tours

Maersk-Sealand Ceases Direct Service to Boston
In November the international shipping
firm Maersk-Sealand notified the Massa-
chusetts Port Authority that it would no
longer make direct stops in Boston. The
Danish shipper, which has been account-
ing for approximately one quarter of all
cargo passing through the Port of Boston,
will now serve Boston only with barges
from New York City, significantly reduc-
ing the amount of cargo it brings. 

The Port of Boston now has only one
weekly oceangoing steamship service.
The remaining company, Mediterranean
Shipping Company, makes Boston its first
port of call in the United States. 

The Maersk pullout had been feared
since July, when a vessel-sharing agree-
ment between major shippers terminated.
At that time, Maersk suspended all out-

bound service from Boston. Massport
officials are confident that recent
improvements made to the port will help
to bring another steamship line into
Boston.

■ Transportation Plan cont. on p. 4
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In November the MBTA
unveiled its new system
map. The map, which is
available free of charge at
the State Transportation
Building, and by calling
MBTA customer relations at
222-5215, features several
improvements over previous

editions. The most helpful new feature is
the use of different colors to denote dif-
ferent bus routes. This makes it easier for
the user to follow individual routes, par-
ticularly in areas like Dudley Square,
downtown Lynn, and Sullivan Square
where several bus lines converge. In addi-
ton to covering MBTA services, the map
provides helpful information on several

SUB-SIGNATORY COMMITTEE ACTION ITEMS

The Boston MPO’s Sub-Signatory Committee (SSC) met
weekly in November to direct staff in the development of
the draft Boston MPO 2000–2025 Transportation Plan,

which was approved for public review on November 20 (see page 1 for related arti-
cle).

In addition, the SSC directed staff to develop a $12,500 federal grant application for
the Boston MPO to host a Walkable Communities Workshop series. The goal of the
workshops, which would be held at various locations throughout the region, would
be to explore ways to:

• Increase walking trips, including walking to transit and water transportation con-
nections.

• Improve safety and reduce the number of pedestrian accidents. 

• Share information about what is being done to promote the pedestrian mode in
various communities. 

JRTC UPDATE

At the November meeting Terry Regan of CTPS provided the Joint Regional Trans-
portation Committee with an update on the development of the draft 2000–2025
Transportation Plan for the Boston MPO region. The draft Plan will be a topic of
discussion at both the December and January meetings.

AACT UPDATE

At the November meeting of the Access Advisory Committee to the MBTA, the
chairman announced that the Fixed Route Access and RIDE subcommittees will
cease meeting as of January. Issues previously handled by the subcommittees will be
managed by the appointed fixed-route access coordinator and paratransit coordina-
tor, who will provide status reports on relevant issues at the monthly AACT meet-
ings. With this streamlining of AACT functions, the members who are particularly
concerned with these issues, as well as staff of the MBTA and paratransit providers,
will spend less time in meetings and the issues will be addressed more efficiently.
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New MBTA System Maps Available 

FAST LANE Now Valid on
New Jersey Turnpike

other bus operators. The Lowell
Regional Transit Authority, Brockton
Area Transit, and Beverly Local Bus are
just a few examples of non-MBTA sys-
tems whose routes are shown when they
enter the extensive area covered by the
“Boston and Surroundings” section of
the map. Telephone numbers for each of
these services are also provided. 

Although only the names of major
streets and streets with bus routes are
labeled, all streets in Boston and the
surrounding cities and towns are now
shown on the map. The maps, which
were designed by Ken Dumas of the
Central Transportation Planning Staff,
are also printed on a more durable
paper.

The users of the Massachusetts Turnpike
Authority’s (MTA) FAST LANE can
now enjoy the advantages of electronic
toll collection on the New Jersey Turn-
pike. The facility was added in October
to the list of toll roads and bridges out-
side of the Commonwealth that are com-
patible with FAST LANE, a system that
was introduced in 1999 that eliminates
the need for users to stop at toll booths.
FAST LANE’s compatibility with the EZ
Pass system makes it valid on the New
York Thruway, the Garden State Parkway
in New Jersey, and all bridges and tunnels
in New York City. 

FAST LANE’s integration with other toll
systems in the Northeast has helped to
fuel an increase in enrollment in the
MassPike program. Since July 1999, the
number of vehicles equipped to use the
FAST LANE system has grown from
111,649 to 410,000. To facilitate enroll-
ment in the program, MTA has opened a
permanent sign-up location on the turn-
pike at the Office of Commuter Services.
The office is located in the Driscoll Engi-
neering Building, which is on the west-
bound side of the turnpike just past the
Route 128/I-95 toll plazas.

Massport will be conducting a public
hearing concerning an amendment to
current regulations governing Tobin
Bridge electronic toll collection, vehicle
operations, and hearing procedures. The
hearing will be held on Tuesday, January
9, from 7:00 P.M. to 10:00 P.M. at Chelsea
High School, 299 Everett Avenue,
Chelsea. 

A summary of the proposed amendments
is available at Massport’s Web site at
www.massport.com/about/press_news_
tobinreg.

Public Hearing Announced
on Proposed Toll Collection
Regulations

http://www.massport.com/about/press_news_tobinreg.html
http://www.massport.com/about/press_news_tobinreg.html


Hanscom Field continues to be New Eng-
land’s premier general aviation airport,
handling almost 200,000 corporate and
private aircraft operations a year. Over
the past 20 years, seven airlines have
flown commercially from Hanscom Field,
providing limited service to several mar-
kets. In 1999 Shuttle America began
operating 11 round-trip flights to Tren-
ton, New Jersey, Buffalo, New York, and
Greensboro, North Carolina, that served
112,000 people this year. 

Massport perceives Hanscom Field’s func-
tion in New England’s transportation sys-
tem as handling general aviation and cor-
porate flights while offering limited com-
mercial service as outlined in Massport’s

“I look forward to working with
the FAA and local community
groups as we chart Hanscom’s
future. We must create a
regional system that works for
everyone.”

—Virginia Buckingham
Massport executive director and CEO

nector (AITC) comes on line in 2003
with the completion of the Transitway
Tunnel. The AITC will provide 12-
minute bus service between Logan’s ter-
minals and South Station via the South
Boston waterfront. 

In November the Massachusetts Port
Authority started a new shuttle bus serv-
ice to make Logan International Airport
more accessible by public transportation
from downtown Boston and the MBTA
system. The Logan DART’s 20-seat shut-
tle buses carry passengers every 15 min-
utes from South Station’s Gate 25 to
each of Logan’s five terminals. The buses
also pick up passengers just outside the
station on Summer Street, providing eas-
ier transfers for those arriving at the sta-
tion on the Red Line or commuter rail.
In the reverse direction, the shuttle
departs all Logan terminals every 15 min-
utes, providing service from the airport
into the Financial District and to South
Station via the Ted Williams Tunnel.
The fare is $5 each way, and the service
operates Sunday through Friday from
6:00 A.M. to 8:00 P.M.
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More than 65,000 people are expected to
use the shuttle during the first year of
operation, freeing up taxis into down-
town Boston and easing the demand on
parking during peak times. The shuttle is
expected to attract 175,000 passengers
annually by its third year of
service.

The new service provides a
third direct connection
between downtown and
Logan. The other two serv-
ices are the Massport Water
Shuttle from Rowes Wharf,
and Blue Line service from
Government Center and
State Street stations. The
new shuttle is an interim
program that will operate
until the Airport Inter-
modal Transportation Con-

Master Plan and 1980 Noise Regulations.
Said Massport’s executive director and
CEO Virginia Buckingham, “I look for-
ward to working with the FAA and local
community groups as we chart Hanscom’s
future. We must create a regional system
that works for everyone.” 

Over the last year Massport has teamed
up with the FAA and regional airports to
equitably spread the burden and benefits
of commercial aviation throughout New
England. Since assuming operation of
Worcester Regional Airport last January,
the Authority has succeeded in bringing
two major airlines to the underutilized
facility. Massport has committed $1 mil-
lion this year to revitalizing Worcester
Regional, and MassHighway is moving
forward with plans to improve access to
it. 

Massport officials also continue to collab-
orate with the aviation directors of T. F.
Green Airport, Manchester Airport,
Bradley Airport, and Pease International
Tradeport to develop a comprehensive
transportation strategy for the region.

Logan Airport–South Station Shuttle Bus Service Begins Operation

Airport Regionalization Efforts Continue as Shuttle America Starts New York–Hanscom
Field Service 

Logan DART shuttle at South Station Intermodal Center

The Massachusetts Port Authority’s com-
mitment to airport regionalization took
another step forward in November with
the start of Shuttle America’s five daily
nonstop flights between Hanscom Field
in Bedford and LaGuardia Airport in
New York City. The commuter airline
received Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) approval on October 27 and
began Hanscom operations on November
1. The service will tap into Logan Inter-
national Airport’s biggest market, which
accounts for 2.4 million of the airport’s
24 million annual domestic passengers.
Shuttle America is offering fares as low as
$69 one-way in its 50-seat Dash 8-300
aircraft manufactured by Bombardier.

The new service is expected to ease pres-
sure on Logan, which handles 150 flights
a day to and from the New York City
area. Massport also recently announced
new American Eagle service from
Worcester Regional Airport to New
York’s John F. Kennedy International
Airport. In addition, Massport expects
Logan to benefit from the high-speed
Acela train, which will begin service this
month.
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MEETING CALENDAR

Thursday, December 7
Access Advisory Committee 1:30 P.M.
to the MBTA (AACT)

Conference Room 2/3

Wednesday, December 13
Joint Regional Transportation 3:00 P.M.
Committee (JRTC)

Conference Room 2/3

Thursday, December 14
Fixed Route Access Subcommittee 1:30 P.M.
of AACT

Conference Room 4
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address or by mail to CTPS, Attn: Terry
Regan, 10 Park Plaza, Suite 2150,
Boston, MA 02116.

Following the close of the comment
period, the Boston MPO will respond to
comments and finalize the document. A
public MPO meeting to approve the Plan
will be held in the State Transportation
Building Conference Center on January
11 at 3:00 P.M.

MPO Meeting Scheduled to
Endorse Transportation
Plan

Meeting dates and times are subject to change: please call (617) 973-7119 for confirmation.
Additional transportation meetings open to the public are listed on the Boston MPO Web 
site, at www.ctps.org/bostonmpo/involved/meetings.

Tuesday, December 5
Boston MPO Local TIP 2:00 P.M.
Subcommittee

Newton City Hall
1000 Commonwealth Avenue, Newton

Tuesday, December 5
Draft 2000–2025 Transportation 6:00 P.M.
Plan Public Meeting

Boston Public Library
Copley Square Branch
Mezzanine Conference Room
666 Boylston Street, Boston

Thursday, December 7
Draft 2000–2025 Transportation 7:00 P.M.
Plan Public Meeting

Salem Maritime National Historic Site
174 Derby Street, Salem

Tuesday, December 12
Draft 2000–2025 Transportation 7:00 P.M.
Plan Public Meeting

Framingham Town Hall
Ablondi Room
150 Concord Street, Framingham

Wednesday, December 13
Draft 2000–2025 Transportation 7:00 P.M.
Plan Public Meeting

Braintree Town Hall
1 JFK Memorial Drive, Braintree

Thursday, December 14
Draft 2000–2025 Transportation 6:00 P.M.
Plan Public Meeting

Boston Public Library 
Dudley Branch Auditorium
65 Warren Street, Roxbury

Tuesday, December 19
Central Artery Corridor Master 6:00 P.M.
Plan Conceptual Design Alternatives

Federal Reserve Bank Auditorium 
600 Atlantic Avenue, Boston

AT THE STATE TRANSPORTATION BUILDING, 10 PARK PLAZA, BOSTON

Wednesday, December 20
The RIDE Subcommittee 1:00 P.M.
of AACT

Conference Room 2/3

Wednesday, December 27
Boston MPO Sub-Signatory 2:00 P.M.
Committee Transportation Plan
Work Session

CTPS Conference Room, Suite 2150

The public is welcome to attend the following transportation-related meetings this month.

AT OTHER BOSTON-AREA LOCATIONS
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